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DEADLINE
The May issue of the magazine will be available on Sunday April 27",
The deadline will be Sunday April 13",
Articles are always welcome, but publication is at the discretion of the Editor.

Tuesday April 1st

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s

1.30 p.m.

TLC meets at Saint Mary’s
Wednesday April 2nd

Noon

Mass and Charity Lunch at Saint Mary’s
2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s

7 p.m.

Parish Mothers Union meets at Saint
Wilfrid’'s

Sunday April 6 ™

10.30 a.m.

AGM at Saint Faith’s

11.30 a.m.

Confirmation Group meets

4 p.m.

Benediction Service at Saint Wilfrid’'s
Monday April 7th

10.30 a.m.

Mass at Hale Court

7.30 p.m.

Mass and Meditation at Saint Mary’s
Tuesday April 8th

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s
Wednesday April 9th

2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s
Thursday April 10th

Saint Mary’s Choir trip to Ripon till Sunday

7.30 p.m.

Royal Marine Concert at Saint Mary’
Sunday April 13th

11.30 a.m.

Confirmation Group meets

Noon

Baptism Preparation at Saint Mary’s

Sunday April 13th

3.15 p.m.

Mass at Nicholson Gardens
Monday April 14

7 p.m.

Mass at Saint Mary’s

7.30 p.m.

30/50 Group meets at Parish Flat
Tuesday April 15

10 a.m.

Cluster Ministers Quiet Day
10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint. Mary’s
Wednesday April 16th

2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s
Thursday April 17th

Noon

Charity Lunch at Saint Wilfrid’s
Sunday April 20th

10.30 a.m.

AGM at Saint Wilfrid’s

11.30 a.m.

Confirmation Group meets

4 p.m.

Organ Concert at Saint Mary’s
5p.m.

AGM at Saint Mary’s

Monday April 21st

10.30 a.m.

Mass at Brunel Court

7.30 p.m.

KAIROS Steering Group meets at Saint
Mary’s

7.30 p.m.

Informal Mass & Parish Prayers
Tuesday April 22 ™

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s
11.30 a.m.

Healing Service at Saint Mary’s




Tuesday April 22 ™

1.30 p.m.

TLC meets at Saint Mary’s

7.30 p.m.

Taizé Briefing at Saint Faith’s
Wednesday April 23rd

2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s

7 p.m.

Mass at Saint Mary’s

7.45 p.m.

Deanery Synod meets at Saint Mary’s
Thursday April 24th

7.30 p.m.

Journey s Prayer Group meets at Saint
Faith’s

Friday April 25 ™

KAIROS - Diocesan Day at the Cathedral
7.30 p.m.

Nurture Group meets

Sunday April 27

11.30 a.m.

Confirmation Group meets at Saint Mary’s
11.30 a.m.

May Fayre Meeting at Saint Mary’s

4 p.m.

Baptism Service at Saint Mary’s
5p.m.

Three Saints meets at Saint Mary’s
Monday April 28

7.30 p.m.

Parish AGM, Fish & Chip Supper
Tuesday April 29 ™

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s
Wednesday April 30th

2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s
7.30 p.m.

Churches Together in Central Portsmouth
AGM

Thursday May 1st

7.30 p.m.

Ascension Day Mass and Commissioning of
PCC at Saint Mary’s

Monday May 5 ™

10 a.m. MAY FAYRE at Saint Mary’s

RABBETTS SIGHT CARE

For comprehensive eye
examinations

Children and pre-school children
welcome

Wide range of spectacles suitable
for all ages

Contact Lenses
31 Fratton Road

Portsmouth
023 9282 715

Please remember in your prayers all those
from our three churches who are preparing
for Confirmation in May.

Harry Bond-Carpenter (Saint Mary's)
Leanne Bourne (Saint Faith’s)
Amanda Bush (Saint Mary’s)

Daniel Crane (Saint Mary’s)
Sarah Dawson (Saint Mary’s)
Emilie Duda (Saint Mary’s)
Joshua Game (Saint Wilfrid’s)
Ulla Houff (Saint Mary’s)
Emma-Leigh Marlow (Saint Wilfrid’s)
Samantha Marlow (Saint Wilfrid’s)
Louise Norris (Saint Mary’s)
Celia Stoddart (Saint Mary’s)

to Adrienne and Matthew Dixon (Saint
Mary’s Assistant Organist) on the baptism
of their baby Harry on Easter Sunday at
Saint Mary’s.
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It does not seem possible that we have
arrived at Easter already - the year has
flown past. But as | write this we are at the
end of our Holy Week and Easter
celebrations.

It has been a great celebration across the
Parish and thank you to all who have
contributed in any way towards our services
etc. Each year | am always aware of how
many people are involved — and give of
their time and skills — to make our
celebrations what they are. The list is long
and ranges from musicians to flower
arrangers, servers to cleaners, from our
young people preparing the Good Friday
service to SWISHERS helping with the
garden of repose at Saint Wilf's. They are a
true ‘community event'.

When | came on interview (8 years ago now
— talking of time flying!) the first question the
Parish reps (Mary and Jon) asked me was
‘How would | celebrate Holy Week?'. In
some ways, this may seem a strange first
guestion, but it was (and is still) a very
important one. For the celebration of Holy
Week and Easter is at the heart of our

Christian life, and how we celebrate it as a
community moulds and marks our life for
the coming year. It is a reflection of what we
believe ourselves to be, and how we
understand our relationship with God. It
also reminds us that at the heart of who and
what we are is our life of prayer and
worship rooted in the Last Supper and the
Cross, and filled with the risen life of Christ.

The challenge is how we carry that
celebration into our life throughout the year
that lies ahead. As always, Easter comes
just before our Annual Meetings, and, how
could | forget, the May Fayre. These events
remind us of the practicalities of community
life and how we share that life with the
wider community around us. They are
important things, but only if they flow out of
our celebrations of the past week, and are
marked by our life of prayer and worship so
that they are also filled with the risen life of
Christ.

Happy Easter!
Father Bob




Up the beanstalk
to Pantoland

Yes, this year the Panto Players — attacked
‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ ... and it is hard to
say who won. Once again, we were grateful
for the use of Saint Peter’'s Theatre and the
support and help of the Phoenix Players
and some of their crew with scenery and
lighting. The number of people involved
from the 3 Churches again approached 50 -
and the age range was over 50 years from
youngest to oldest. All entered into the spirit
and the Chorus (boosted with some new
adult members) set a tone for the rest of the
cast to follow. Thanks to Hayley and Scott
for their leadership (and patience with some
of our more 2 left footed members) of the
chorus.

But what of the main characters — some
were familiar (that Dame cut a familiar
shape and voice! ) some were returning
from a period ‘resting’ (a rival to the Dame
no less!) and others were treading the
boards for the first time. Among the old
stagers — Mother Charlotte relished the euvil
role, ably supported by George and Eleanor
Leslie — you would not want to meet that trio

on a dark night. Irene James — with a varied
and interesting cockney accent and charm
— was an enthusiastic and entertaining
Jack. Beth McGriskin returned to being a
girl — having last year been a boy (oh,
Pantoland is all so confusing!) and won
Jack’s heart as the Princess. Some say that
Father David, Deacon Emma and Revd Sue
got off lightly — with no lines to learn and
only a second half appearance as the Giant
... but they were a mean team with a hefty
left hook.

The Good team were led by Chloe and
Lauren Game as the Green Fairies who
twisted and twirled with the best of them, of
course, ably supported by the Genie -
who? None other than Stan the Man! Chris
Spraggs and Maddie Dancer were the dotty
pair, and played the village idiots with style
— and kept the Dame on her toes (who was
she?). Among the new comers were Father
Jamie and Martin Wallace — as the King
and the PM — ably supported by Adam
Bullivant as their Bag Man. Father Jamie
showed the full range of his voices as he
swapped from character to character to
complete the full court in one person. The
French Harp was played by Sylvie Duda
who managed a good French accent — one
could almost believe she could speak
French; and Josh Game spun a web as the
spider. It was good to see Colin Macbeth
back on stage as the Housekeeper — those
with long memories will remember him as
Nursie to those troublesome children
Jeremy and Jocasta. That Dame had better
watch out if Nursie is about. Then there was
the Cow — good ol'Buttercup — played by
Vera and James Lester. Vera also oversaw
not just her costume but the whole cast —
even a new dress for the Dame.

Finally, thanks to Brina Ross, Julie Rogers,
Hannah Sked and all the backstage crew,
without whom none of this would have been
possible.... They have a lot to answer for!

Still, now we are down from an enjoyable
night ‘up the beanstalk’ we can look forward
to next year's adventure — if you fancy
being part of it — come along in October and
join the fun!




Some of those appearing in
Jack and the Beanstalk
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Ash Wednesday may seem a distant
memory, but it saw the start of the Lent
Charity Lunches. Once again, Rita and her
team, with home-made soup provided by
Stella, have worked hard over the 6 weeks
to help us to raise money for the Bishop’s
Lent Appeal. Unfortunately, some of our
regular ‘customers were laid low with illness
so numbers were down a bit. Nevertheless,
we managed to raise £484.50 for the
Bishop’s Lent Appeal. Perhaps if you were
unable to be there, you would like to make
a donation to help take it to a round £500
(envelopes are available in the Church). If
you have never been to a lunch before,
then perhaps join us on April 2" — it is good
food and good company and fun — and it
raises money for charity — so see you
there?

On the 16™ February the DCC met for a
special session to look at our vision for our
building, and our vision for music in the life
of the Church. It is some 7 years since we
drafted our ‘building for the 21% century’
vision and it is time to review it — the DCC
have begun the work and we will be
presenting some of their thinking to the
AGM (on April 20" at 5 p.m.) - do come
along. Likewise a small working group has
been looking at the role of music in our
Church and will be making a report to the
DCC soon — more on this next month.

o Mary's NQQ,
o

The AGM will also be a chance to say a
major ‘thank you’ to Jean Alford who has for
a number of years been our stewardship
advisor — and administered the planned
giving envelope scheme. Her work has
been unseen and quietly, but efficiently
managed. Thank you to her (and her sister
Marjorie) for all they have done. The next
few weeks will see us reviewing our
financial systems and we are looking for
people to help in all sorts of ways. If you
feel you could help us with counting money,
banking it or looking after the Gift Aid or
envelope scheme then please have a chat
to Father Bob.

Don’t forget Monday May 5" is the May
Fayre — and hopefully you will be there
helping! Please start baking cakes, bringing
in items for our stalls, selling raffle tickets
and doing all you can to make this day a
great success.

This year we will have the added complexity
of the scaffolding etc to contend with — for
the good news is it has started and the
scaffolding should be complete by April 4™.
Then St Blaise and our Architects will carry
out a final survey to identify the priorities for
work — the scaffolding will be in place till at
least January 29" 2009 — so get used to it!
The search for funds continues .... The
more we can identify and raise, the more
work we can carry out while the scaffolding
is in place, so thinking hats on — or begging
bowls out!

Stephen Ashman
Sophie Ashman
Harry Dixon
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The AGM and our new PCC -

should you stand for election?

This is the month when you must
decide: is God calling you to use your
gifts to serve us, your local church? It is

time that you became a lay leader?

The Anglican Church has not always
welcomed laity in positions of leadership.
Before the Church of England Assembly
(Powers) Act 1919, the administration and
finances of a parish were, in law, almost
entirely in the hands of the incumbent and
his churchwardens. The parishioners had
little or no say in anything that went on,
except to help in appointing churchwardens.
While church councils had been set up in
many urban parishes, they existed only at
the whim of the incumbent, and could be
dissolved at any time.

But the fact that these early PCCs existed
at all was proof of how much the laity
wanted to share the burdens of parochial
administration, and proof also that the
clergy wanted to include them!

Things changed in 1919, when Parochial
Church Councils were given a legal status
for the first time. Rules as to who should be
on a PCC, and how its meetings should be
conducted soon followed. Down the years
since then, there have been many revisions
and fine-tunings of the system.

So - how does a PCC get there in the
first place? Well, the basis of the whole
scheme is the electoral roll.

An electoral roll is found in every parish. It
is simply the list of people who are qualified
electors in any given parish. To qualify for
the electoral roll in a parish, you have to be:

- over 16

- baptised

- a communicant member of the
Church of England, or at least of a Church
in communion with the Church of England
- a resident in the parish, or be
registered as a non-resident elector.

But how do you get from the electoral roll to
the PCC? Well, this all happens at the
Annual General Meeting. The Rules state
that an 'Annual Parochial Church Meeting'
must be held not later than the 30th April
every year, and that everyone whose name
is on the electoral roll of the parish is invited
to attend. In our Parish, the Annual
Meeting is to take place at 7.30 p.m. on
Monday April 28 ™.

This AGM is most important: it elects lay
members of the parochial church council.
(These lay members must also be on the
electoral roll, be actual communicants, and
at least 17 years old.)

The AGM has other business as well:

- the election (triennially) of lay
representatives to the deanery synod,

- the election of sidesmen,

- the receiving of parochial and other
reports,

- and the general discussion of church
and parochial affairs.

So when you attend the AGM, should
you stand also for the PCC this year? It
is something to pray about, and to
consider before God whether your gifts
might not be of use to the local church.

Your PCC has a number of duties and
responsibilities: it must look after the
financial affairs of the church, the care,
maintenance and insurance of the fabric of
the church and its goods and ornaments,
and the care and maintenance of the
churchyard. So we need people with talent
and skills!

The PCC also has the power to buy and
manage property for purposes that affect
our parish, the power to frame an annual
budget of money in order to maintain the
church's work, and the responsibility to
contact the bishop with regard to any matter
that affects the welfare of our church.

If you think this might be you, please
contact Father Bob or any of the clergy
team for further details




| want to thank you for what you have
already done in my life.

| am not going to wait until things in my life
look better -

| am not going to wait until people say they
are sorry -

| am not going to wait until the pain in my
body disappears -

| am not going to wait until my financial
situation improves -

| am not going to wait until | get the job-

| am not going to wait until the journey gets
easier -

| am not going to wait until | understand
every experience in my life that has caused
me pain or grief;

| am thanking you right now.

| am thanking you because | am alive.

| am thanking you because | made it
through the day's difficulties.

| am thanking you because | have walked
around the obstacles.

| am thanking you because | have the ability
and the opportunity to do more and do
better.

Most of all, I'm thanking you, God...because
you haven't given up on me.

CASEMENT WINDOWS
QUALITY PRODUCTS USED
BOX SASH WINDOWS
RELIABLE, FRIENDLY, CLEAN
FREE ESTIMATES

OLD & NEW WORK

ALL AREAS COVERED

D PLUMBLEY
QUALITY PAINTER & DECORATOR

44 PAIGNTON AVENUE
COPNOR, PORTSMOUTH
PO3 6LL

023 92 618009
07812773498

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PAINTING
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It was very good to have news in last
month’s magazine of the Sisters of the
Community of the Sacred Passion, and to
hear about the recognition of their work
from the Order of Lazarus. | think often of
Sister Joan Therese and Sister Mary
Kathleen when watching the rapid progress
of the community centre building, part of
which of course stands on the very same
spot as the little house they used to share -
Saint Faith’s House. It is good that the
Landport Community Centre Association
made an early decision that the new flats
above the centre should also be collectively
named Saint Faith’s House, both because it
maintains a link with what went before, and
encourages the close link with Saint Faith’s
promised for the future.

By the time this magazine is published, it is
hoped that a manager for the community
centre will have been appointed following
interviews at the end of March to be held in
Saint Faith’s. The person appointed will
play a crucial role over the next few months
in all that must be done to ensure an up-
and-running centre opens its doors in the
autumn.

A very successful coffee morning was held
on March 8th in the Barnabas room in aid of

the Bishop’s Lent Appeal. We made almost
£100, and thanks are due to everyone who
made that possible.

During the Mothering Sunday Eucharist and
Parade service flowers and a card were
distributed by the children to everyone, and
quite a few taken home to give to special
people who care for us. Many thanks to
Mary Swaffield for preparing all of those
gifts, and to the Mothers’ Union for funding
them. During the talk, Jordan very patiently
submitted to being clothed by the other
children in the qualities that Saint Paul
recommended to the Colossians of
compassion, kindness, gentleness and
humility, patience and love - all of which are
surely bearing fruit in him, and hopefully in
us all!

The journey through Holy Week was begun
at Saint Faith’s with the procession of
Palms, when a large crowd set off in rather
doubtful weather, but arrived relatively dry
for the Parish Mass at Saint Mary’s. On the
Wednesday night the third Mass and
Meditation was held at Saint Faith’s, and
Canon Nick Ash led a reflection on the
Cross as a place of drama and new
creation. The liturgies of the Triduum were
very fitting and wonderful, and it was so
good to see such a committed team of
people preparing the church for the great
celebration of Easter, and for the baptisms
that took place at the Sunday Eucharist on
Easter Day.

May the joy of the risen Christ be with you
this Eastertide.

Mother Charlotte

O Christ, our only Saviour,

So dwell within us

That we may go forth

With the light of hope in our eyes,
And the fire of inspiration on our lips,
Thy word on our tongues,

And thy love in our hearts.

Selina F Fox




Spring is indeed showing signs of arriving
with daffodils out in the garden, blue sky
and birds singing! Yet today, as | look out of
my study, | can see that the weather has
returned to wind and rain!

We at Saint Wilf’'s marked the beginning of
Spring with our Spring Fayre. With a final
figure of £761, we have good reason to
congratulate ourselves! Many thanks to all
who supported this and made it such a
happy event!

The happiness continued the next day
when we gathered to celebrate Mothering
Sunday. Thank you to SWISHERS for
organising the flowers that were distributed
during the service and also for keeping
score and a watchful eye over those playing
‘Family Fortunes’! It was really good to

discover that ‘our survey said’ that to the
guestion ‘what activity do you most like to
share with your children/grandchildren’ the
top answer was reading! Also if we have the
luxury of a day to yourselves ‘our survey
said’ that the top answer was a pamper
day. And, as for the gift we like to receive
the most — CHOCOLATE, of course! | can't
help wondering how many answer forms
Father Bob completed!!

Our observance of Holy Week was both
thoughtful and prayerful, with the Vigil being
well supported. It was a joy to see the
church transformed by colour and flowers
as we celebrated God's transforming power
at Easter with the glorious resurrection of
Jesus — new life, new hope, new joy for all'.
Thank you to the choir and servers for their
time and talents over the Easter period; and
also to the many that contributed in
cleaning the Church, arranging flowers,
preparing the Easter Garden and church for
our Easter Celebrations.

As we look forward to the month ahead, we
will be holding our charity lunch on
Thursday 17" April. Our AGM will follow
the Sunday Mass on 20" April, a time to
reflect on the year that has been and in this
our centenary year, a time to look ahead to
the future. This year it will also be a time to
express our thanks to Arthur for all that he
has contributed to life at Saint Wilf's, as he
steps down from being Deputy Warden.

Signs of spring may indeed be all around,
but the seasons continue to turn. | pray that
during this Easter season God will pour his
love into you, so that you may flourish and
burst forth with new life.

Revd Sue

sweepers,
tradesmen,

For the fulfilment of his purpose God
needs more than priests, bishops, pastors
and missionaries. He needs mechanics
gardeners and street
dressmakers and cookKs,
physicians,

judges and shorthand typists.

and chemists,

philosophers,

Paul Tournier




CONTACT DETAILS
Canon Bob White
The Vicarage, Fratton Road,
Portsmouth PO1 5PA
023 9282 2687
vicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Mother Charlotte Hetherington
No. 10, St. Mary’s Parish Flat
1 Bill Sargent Crescent
Portsmouth PO1 4JP
023 9282 6892
assocvicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Father Terry Carter
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92293020
Rev. Frances Gates
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Father David Weir
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92293020
Rev. Sue Whitelock
C/o Parish Admin. Office
St. Faith’s Church
Crasswell Street
07810 002388
asstcurate@portseaparish.co.uk
Parish Deacons
Rev. Ken Appleford
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Rev. Emma D’Aeth
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Father Jamie Hawkey
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Licensed Reader and Pastoral
Support Worker
Jenny Stemp
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
jenny@portseaparishes.org.uk

Parish Wardens

Irene James

106 Lidiard Gardens, Eastney

PO4 9LF

023 9273 0979

Stan Rudder

34 Ernest Road, Portsmouth PO1 5RB
023 9261 3617

Cluster Admin. Officer

Jan Bennett

Inner City Portsea Parishes Office
All Saints Centre, All Saints Church
Commercial Road, PO1 4BT

023 9229 3020
admin@portseaparishes.org.uk

Parish Office

Rejenna Graham

023 92 822990
office@portseaparish.co.uk

Saint Faith’'s Office
023 9282 7322

Parish Clerks

Janet Gillard, Sandra Harris and Ken
Noy (Saint Mary's Only)

C/o Cluster Admin. Officer

023 9229 3020 or 023 9281 4444
(The Parish Office is open on
Wednesdays from 6 p.m. — 7 p.m. for
the signing of papers and the booking
of Weddings and Baptisms.)

Director of Music

Michael Stoddart

11 Norfolk Street, Southsea
PO5 4DR 023 9229 8708
music@portseaparish.co.uk

CHURCH SERVICES

Saint Mary's

Sunday

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
(BCP)

10.00 a.m. Family Eucharist &

Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week

Monday 7 p.m.

Tuesday 11.30 a.m.

Wednesday 12 noon

Saturday 9.30 a.m.

Saint Faith's

Sunday

9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist and
Sunday Club

Holy Communion during the week

Tuesday 9.30 a.m.

Wednesday 9.30 a.m.

Friday 7 p.m.

Saint Wilfrid's

Sunday

9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist &

Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week
Tuesday 4 p.m.
Thursday 9.30 a.m.

For details of Sunday afternoon and
evening services in all three
churches, please see the weekly
pewsheet




