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50p 

IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE 
 

News from the three churches  
 

Saint Wilfrid’s begins the 
Centenary celebrations 

 
Preparations for Christmas 

Magazine Editor  
Heather Rogers 
10 Wainwright Close 
Drayton 
Portsmouth 
PO6 2HU  023 92610104 
heather.rogers4@ntlworld.com 

Printed by Copier Express 
Elm Grove 
Southsea 
023 9236 5298 

PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS 
Read about the preparations going on in our 

churches on pages 4-6. 
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Saturday Dec 1st  
10.30 a.m. 
Saint Wilfrid’s Christrmas Fair 
Sunday Dec 2nd  
6.30 p.m.  
Advent Carol Service at Saint Mary’s 
Monday Dec 3rd  
10.30 a.m.  
Mass at Hale Court 
7.30 p.m.  
Mass & Meditation at Saint Mary’s 
Tuesday Dec 4th  
10.30 a.m.  
Bible Study at Saint Mary’s 
Wednesday Dec 5th  
Noon   
Charity Lunch at Saint Mary’s 
6 p.m.   
Top Cat Theatre Company at Saint Mary’s 
Parish MU meets for Christmas Tree 
Festival 
7.30p.m.  
Standing Committee meets 
Thursday Dec 6th  
Christmas Tree Festival at Saint Wilfrid’s 
Noon  
Charity Lunch at Saint Wilfrid’s  
6.30 p.m.  
Scouts Centenary service at Saint Mary’s 
Friday Dec 7th   
Nurture Group Meeting 
Christmas Tree Festival at Saint Wilfrid’s 
Saturday Dec 8 th 
10.30 a.m.  
Saint Wilfrid’s Coffee Morning 
Sunday Dec 9 th 
3 p.m.   
Saint Faith’s Christingle Service 
3 p.m.   
The Annual ‘News’ Carol Service at Saint 
Mary’s 
 

Monday Dec 10th  
7.30 p.m.  
30/50 Group meets at Parish Flat 
Tuesday Dec 11th  
10.30 a.m.  
Bible Study at Saint Mary’s 
11.30 a.m.  
Healing Service at Saint Mary’s   
1.30 p.m.  
TLC Party  
2 p.m.   
Penhale School Carol Service at Saint 
Mary’s 
Wednesday Dec 12th   
6 p.m.   
CPGS Carols at Saint Mary’s 
Thursday Dec 13th  
7.30 p.m.  
Royal Marine Concert at Saint Mary’s 
Friday Dec 14 th  
Noon   
Portsmouth Housing Association and  
Churches Homeless Action Carols at Saint  
Mary’s 
2 p.m.   
Carol Service at Saint Mary’s - Manor Infant  
School  
Saturday Dec 15th  
7.30 p.m.  
Concert at Saint Mary’s– Portsmouth 
Choral Service  
Sunday Dec 16th  
2.30 p.m. & 5 p.m.  
Barrells Bereavement Services at Saint    
Mary’s 
7.30 p.m.  
Celebration to mark start of 100 years of 
Saint  Wilfrid’s 
Monday Dec 17th  
2 p.m.   
Newbridge School Carol Service at Saint  
Mary’s 
7.30 p.m.  
Informal Mass & Prayers at the Parish Flat 
Tuesday Dec 18th  
10.30 a.m.  
Bible Study at Saint Mary’s 

DEADLINE 
There is no issue in January. 

The February issue of the magazine will be available  
on Sunday January 27th. 

The deadline will be Sunday January 13th .  
Articles are always welcome, but publication is at the discretion of the Editor. 
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Wednesday Dec 19th  
10 a.m.   
Arundel Court School Carol Service 
6 p.m.   
Carol Singing around the area of Saint 
Mary’s 
Saturday Dec 22nd   
Church Preparation and Lunch at Saint  
Mary’s 
Sunday Dec 23rd  
3.15 p.m.   
Mass at Nicholson Gardens 
6.30 p.m.  
Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols at Saint  
Mary’s 
Monday Dec 24th  
5 p.m.   
Nativity Service at Saint Mary’s 
6 p.m.   
Nativity Service & Christingle at Saint 
Wilfrid’s 

 
11.30 p.m.  
Midnight Mass at all three Churches 
Tuesday Dec 25th  
9 a.m.   
BCP Communion at Saint Mary’s 
10 a.m.   
Christmas Morning Mass and Carols at 
Saint Mary’s & Saint Faith’s 
Wednesday Dec 26th   
10 a.m.   
Mass at Saint Mary’s 
Saturday Dec 29th  
4 p.m.   
Syrian Orthodox Community at Saint Mary’s 
Sunday Dec 30th  
10a.m.   
Parish Mass at Saint Mary’s 
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Michael Doyle and Juliet Castell 
James Greig and Suzanne Head 
Matthew Jeram and Lindsey Birch 

Kevin Ashley and Samantha Ashley 
Tarren Ware and Victoria Spurrier 
Shaun Tanner and Gemma Knight 

 

RABBETTS SIGHT CARE 
 

For 
comprehensive eye examinations 

 
Children and pre-school children 

welcome 
 

Wide range of spectacles suitable 
for all ages  

 
Contact Lenses 

 
31 Fratton Road 

Portsmouth 
023 9282 715 

 
 

Flowers at Saint Mary’s 
 
So often we can take things for granted. We 
see things, but don’t stop to think about how 
they get there. One example of this are the 
floral displays at Saint Mary’s – which are 
always beautiful and well presented – 
thanks mainly to Jean and Helen. Most 
years the cost of these is mainly covered by 
the ‘fees’ we charge at Weddings for 
flowers in the Church. This year we have 
had fewer weddings and unfortunately the 
fund is almost nil! 
 
If you would like to donate towards the cost 
of the flowers – either on a particular day in 
memory or thanksgiving, or at Christmas, or 
just in general - please see Jean Godfrey or 
place a donation in a clearly marked 
envelope in the Offertory Plate. 
 

Thank you 
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It is always good when life is made easier! 
Just as I was about to sit down and think 
about what to write this month, I had a 
message from Heather, the Editor, asking 
for some thoughts about Christmas in the 
Parish. As I suspect you will find as you 
read this magazine there are various 
reflections on what it is like celebrating 
Christmas in Saint Mary’s. So ever obedient 
to the Editor, here are my thoughts …. 
 
It is hard to imagine the variety and number 
of services and events we host and support 
over the Christmas season. A rough count 
this year suggests the clergy will be 
attending over 30 occasions before we 
even get to Midnight Mass. These range 
from Carol Singing in the Cascades to 
welcoming various schools to the Church 
for their Christmas Carol services; from the 
Barrells services (2 this year!) for those who 
have been bereaved in the past year to the 
Christmas Tree Festival at Saint Wilfrid’s 
and its variety of celebrations; and this year 
the Top Cat Theatre Play (on December 5th 
at 6 p.m.) to the Centenary event at Saint 
Wilfrid’s on December 16th (at 7.30 p.m.). 
Last year at Saint Mary’s alone we counted 
over 5000 visitors in the space of a 
fortnight.  It is a wonderful way to meet 
people, to share in the beauty of the 
wonderful building and a precious  
opportunity for us to share our faith with 
them. 
 
Some may say ‘you must get fed up’; others 
look with pity at you as you talk about it and 

others ask ‘but what about Advent?’ The 
answer is that I enjoy all of them and find 
them a great way to reflect on what it is we 
are preparing to celebrate. Each one sheds 
a different light on the story of God being 
born as one of us. Each one provides a 
chance to think about a different aspect of 
the Christmas story. It is an ‘advent’ 
preparation with a difference! Too often we 
can approach the Christmas story with our 
stereotypical images of the cosy stable and 
the warm glow of the Mother and Child, 
surrounded by the well scrubbed and well 
fed animals. But the various events and 
celebrations we share in enable us to look 
beyond that superficial image to discover 
the real message and meaning of 
Christmas. Perhaps the highlight of each 
Christmas for me over the last years has 
been the ‘PHA & Churches Homeless 
Action’ Carol Sing In. This is when the 
Vouchers that have been collected (often in 
excess of £5000) are distributed to the 
agencies, but also are a chance for them 
and those they support to share what 
Christmas means to them. All who are there 
are touched by the depth of the message 
we share – that we are called to love and 
support one another; and to recognise the 
presence of Christ in those who others push 
to the margins ..  for he and his family were 
homeless, refugees, on the margins of 
society – that is the reality of the stable 
scene. I am always grateful for the 
opportunities I have to reflect on that over 
the coming weeks – and invite you to come 
and share in some of those events with us 
 
Father Bob 
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How are you preparing for 
Christmas? 

 
While you are busy writing cards, 

making Christmas cakes and buying 
presents, spare a thought for those 

people in our three congregations who 
will be involved in special activities in 

church – our flower arrangers, our 
Sunday School leaders, our musicians, 
and, of course, the clergy (who will be 

attending a large number of carol 
services in the weeks leading up to 

Christmas). 
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Linda Sharp of Saint Mary’s Sunday School 
writes about the preparations for the 
Nativity Play on Christmas Eve. 
 
Christmas is a very busy time for us in 
Sunday School. In Advent we are focusing 
on “Preparation and Journeys”. We will be 
thinking particularly about Mary and Joseph 
and our own journey to celebrate Christ’s 
birth. Each week the children will take part 
in themed activities as well as Nativity Play 
preparations. 
 
This will be the 27th year that the Sunday 
School has been involved with a Nativity 
Play which is part of the Carols and 
Candlelight Service that takes place at 5 
p.m. on Christmas Eve. The children act out 
and mime the events surrounding Jesus’ 
birth whilst some of our young people 
narrate the story.  
 
In 1981 50 people attended the service; last 
year 250 came to sing their favourite carols 
and see the children bring the story to life. 
For us and for many others, it is a chance to 
celebrate and give thanks for the wonderful 
gift of God’s Son to the world – for Jesus 
truly is the “reason for the Season”. 
 
 
 

�
 
 
 

 
Linda (centre) is pictured with Doug and Margaret 

Crane, who also help lead the Sunday School.  
Tiffany, one of the Sunday School members, is 

shown with them��
�
�
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 Michael Stoddart writes about the choir’s 
busy schedule in the weeks leading up to 
Christmas. 

December is traditionally the busiest time 
for any church choir, and ours is certainly 
no exception. I am pleased that we have 
managed to avoid some of the really early 
twentieth century John the Baptist slots 
proclaiming the coming of Our Lord in 
October, but we do have a full programme 
which started in November. 

We were asked back to sing at the light 
switching-on ceremony at Cascades, 
singing just before the arresting 
performance by Police Choir. They let us go 
with a caution. The Youth Choir celebrated 
Christ the King by singing a mass setting by 
Benjamin Britten at the Sunday Morning 
service. 
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Once into December there is a non-stop 
series of events - two services in the 
Dockyard by HMS Victory, the Advent Carol 
Service, Top Cat Theatre presentation for 
children, The News Carol Service, two 
Bereavement Services, Festival of Nine 
Lessons, Nativity Service, Midnight Mass 
and then Christmas Morning. There is some 
relaxation as the adults and children have 
clearly planned some evenings out, one at 
the Saffron and the other at Burger King 
(which group goes to which, I wonder?), but 
the choir will certainly have earned their 
keep by the time Christmas Day comes! 

 
 

 

TOP CAT THEATRE COMPANY 
presents 

 
MELCHIOR’S MAGICAL MYSTERY 

QUEST 
A family Christmas play by Nigel Forde 

 
Join the three wise men, and their map-eating camel Desmond, as they follow a 
mysterious star from Persia to Bethlehem. Will they get their gold, frankincense and 
myrrh through customs? What will happen to the guests left behind at Melchior’s 
Midwinter Feast? And how will the experience of searching for the Messiah change 
them? This hour-long family play is packed full of Christmas humour and festive songs, 
and is suitable for children aged between five and 11 and their parents. 
 
Top Cat Theatre Company  have built an enviable reputation over the past 11 years for 
the quality of their sketches and full-length plays. Previous family Christmas plays include 
Angel at Large and Scrub That Manger! The company has also performed The 
Screwtape Letters by CS Lewis, the Pilgrim’s Progress adaptation Walkout!, and an 
adaptation of Philip Yancey’s best-selling book What’s So Amazing About Grace?  
 
Wednesday 5 December (6 p.m.):  Saint Mary’s Church, Fratton Road, Fratton, 
Portsmouth (Box office: 023-9229 3020) 
 
For more information, see: www.topcattheatre.com 
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Well, first of all the Tower … despite hopes 
that the scaffolding would start on 
November 5th – as you can see, it is not 
there yet! There have been some hitches in 
the design of the Scaffolding – but the hope 
is that early December will see it arriving. 
Meanwhile it has meant that we have been 
able to get some work done to lay the 
drainage system in for the new toilets 
(including a disabled toilet) that will be 
installed at the base of the Tower (in Jack’s 
Cave) shortly. This was important to get 
done for once the scaffolding was in place 
we would have been unable to do any 
groundwork outside for a year! We hope the 
toilets will be operational early in 2008. 
 
Since the last Magazine, we have enjoyed 
the Parish Youth Trip to Chessington. 
Father Bob chauffeured the party in a 
Minibus – almost as exciting as the rides on 
offer when we got there! Father Jamie 
braved some of the rides and the haunted 
house, while Father Bob and Deacon 
Emma were on H & S duty – drinking coffee 
at various outlets around the Park, just in 
case anyone needed them in a hurry! This 
trip was followed by the Autumn Fair and 
the last chance to climb the Tower. Thanks 
to everyone who helped in any way – a 
great army of volunteers under Janet’s 
command – there was a good atmosphere 
in the Church – with the whole of the central 
nave cleared and a steady stream of 
visitors all morning. The total raised was in 
excess of £2700.  

 
The last few weeks have also seen the start 
of the Panto preparations – so far there are 
about 50 people of varying ages already 
involved … so book the date now of 
February 23rd to come and see the result of 
3 months of work.  
 
The Choir once again have provided some 
excellent music at the various services over 
All Souls and Remembrance tide. The 
Victoria Requiem on All Souls Day was 
particularly moving. As they approach their 
‘quiet time’, we are very grateful for all they 
do and the time they give – especially the 
adults – and in particular we value the 
dedication and leadership given by Michael 
Stoddart. The children of the Choir and their 
families were entertained on Remembrance 
Day to a lunch – prepared by Father Jamie 
– and all of them seemed to survive and 
enjoy it! 
 
Once again, we have been immensely 
aware of the number of people who help out 
in all sorts of ways – and the last few weeks 
have witnessed people welcoming visitors 
to special services, serving refreshments, 
cleaning and preparing the Church – the 
Royal Marine Concert alone (which in 
November was stunning and will be 
remembered by all there for a long time) 
had over 25 volunteers from all 3 Churches. 
The quality of the welcome and hospitality 
we give to our visitors is an important part 
of our witness and mission – so thank you 
to all who help in this important ministry. 
 
 

 

 
 

Filling the world he lies in a manger!  
 

Augustine 
 



�����������	�
�������%�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In his Pastoral Letter to the Diocese, Bishop 
Kenneth urged us to make the month of 
November as one in which we gave time to 
God.  His reflections challenged us to think 
and to pray about our buildings; ‘to what 
extent do we see them as a challenge, 
under the judgement of God, ready to 
change and grow, but at the same time as 
the spiritual base from which we can work 
in local prayer and witness’.   
 
A few weeks ago, we at Saint Wilf’s 
gathered to hear of a possible proposal 
from PHA to redevelop the church site.  
This was a response to the conversation 
held over many cups of coffee last summer 
and with every member of the Church and 
their vision for the Church of Saint Wilfrid in 
2030.  The suggestion is to clear the whole 
site and rebuild a building in 3 blocks of 3 
storeys.  The church block being on the 
corner of George St and Ewart Road – thus 
being both visible and accessible. The 
church block would also house 2 halls, 
kitchen, toilets and storage space. The 
other two blocks would contain 14 flats.  
These ideas are still very much in the early 
stages and there is a lot of further 
consultation that will have to take place 
within the congregation, the deanery and 
the wider local community.  I trust that you 
have used the consultation paper to give 

your comments on these proposals, as 
together, we continue to think and pray 
about how we carry on being the people 
and presence of God in this place for the 
next 100 years. 
 
But let’s return to the celebrations that we 
are currently planning – our centenary!!  As 
I briefly mentioned last month, on Sunday 
16th December at 7.30 p.m. ‘The Madding 
Crowd’ will present a ‘Victorian Christmas’ 
with ‘gallery band music’ and a ‘mummers 
play’.  This is a ticket only event; tickets are 
free but need to be applied for in advance 
on tel no 023 9229 3020.  This celebration 
marks the start of a year of celebration 
giving thanks for 100 years of witness and 
mission in this part of Portsmouth.  Other 
celebrations are being planned as we 
speak, culminating in a special service on 
12th October 2008!! 
 
As you read this, our Christmas Fair on 1st 
December will be fast approaching!  There 
is still time to make, bake & sell raffle 
tickets!  Our Christmas Tree Festival begins 
on 6th December; the church will be open 
for three days for a celebration of the 
Christmas story explored through a number 
of trees decorated by local groups and 
schools.  Also, on the 6th December is our 
monthly charity lunch beginning at noon.  
Our celebrations for the season of 
Christmas in Church begin on Christmas 
Eve at 6 p.m. with a Nativity & Christingle 
Service; Midnight Mass will be celebrated at 
11.30 p.m.   
 
In this season of Advent, in our preparation 
and in our waiting, may we sense God’s 
continued work in our lives and in the 
community and world around us. 
 
May the blessing of the Christ Child be with 
you and those you love throughout your 
Christmas Celebrations in the weeks 
ahead. 

Revd Sue 

 
 
 
 

 



�����������	�
�������&�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1907 – 2007 
 
In last month’s issue, we heard about 
the opening of Saint Wilfrid’s in 
December 1907. This month we hear 
from some of the 2007 congregation as 
they share memories of life at Saint 
Wilfrid’s, and explain why they enjoy 
belonging to the Saint Wilfrid’s family. 

 
From Kathy Prior: 
Kathy remembers running the Youth Club 
every Wednesday evening. It was called 
7UP! because it was for young people of 7 
and over.  Father Roderick started the 
group and Kathy worked with him, Barbara 
Turner and Mary Semple. Activities 
included games, treasure hunts with a 
religious theme and making Christmas 
decorations.  Kathy also helped at the 
Mother and Toddler group with Wendy 
Spraggs. It was a popular group, which met 
in the lounge with about twenty families 
belonging.  
 
Kathy had attended Saint Francis at Leigh 
Park where she later married Alan, but was 
encouraged to go back to church by her 
older daughter Carly.  
 
From Kate Marlowe: 
Back in the late seventies, Kate came along 
to Saint Wilfrid’s church as a dare! Father 
Hilary had visited her school and asked if 
anyone would like to join the choir, so Kate 
and her younger sister Susie came along. 
Once she had visited however, Kate liked it 
and so she stayed! She can remember the 

youngsters of the choir lying on the floor 
with books on their chests to practice their  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
breathing and she also remembers learning 
about breathing without raising her 
shoulders!  She says they were good times, 
with everyone having lots of fun.  It is lovely 
for Kate to be back in the choir after 25 
years and to have her oldest daughter with 
her and her younger daughter in 
SWISHERS on Sunday.  
 
From Janice Silk: 
Janice joined Saint Wilfrid’s six years ago. 
She came in after being at another church 
and found it so welcoming, with Margaret 
Patrick taking her hand at the door and 
Chris Lavis inviting her to stop for a cup of 
tea after the service, that she stayed. 
Janice says as she only has a very small 
family and they are not very close by, she 
feels the people of Saint Wilfrid’s are her 
family.  
 
From Pat Blandford:  
Pat says one of the most memorable times 
for her was the week in Advent when Sylvia 
Willey left. Pat remembers the choir having 
their photos taken around the Christmas 
Tree and later at the service she was 
standing too close to the candles and her 
folder nearly went up in smoke! She ended 
up with a singed folder!  
 
Pat also remembers that when she joined 
Saint Wilfrid’s she had not been confirmed 
and she felt something was missing from 
her life. While she was at Dot’s Coffee Club 
one evening, Father Bruce visited and 
asked if anyone wanted to join the 
confirmation group and she says “I’ve never 
looked back!” 
 
From Joan Hadlow: 
Joan remembers going to Sunday School at 
Saint Wilfrid’s when she was 7 years old 
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because she lived in Shearer Road. She 
remembers that Ivy Every was the Brownie 
leader and says they met on Friday 
evenings. She remembers that Deacon 
Ken, Arthur and Fred attended the church 
when she was a child. Joan returned to 
Saint Wilfrid’s in 1994/95 when she was 
confirmed.  
 
From Jan Westall: 
Before Jan went to Saint Wilfrid’s, she was 
Treasurer for the Naval Cadets, so she 
went to parade services once a month at 
Saint Peter and St Paul, Wymering. During 
that time, she saw an advert in the Evening 
News for the post of Playgroup Leader and 
she remembers Father Hilary and Joy Tagg 
interviewing her and offering her the job.  
  
Jan started attending Saint Wilfrid’s church 
towards the end of Father Bruce’s time as 
Priest in Charge. She remembers it being 
very special to do her Confirmation classes 
at the same time as her daughter Nicole. 
Both Jan’s daughters were married at Saint 
Wilfrid’s. 
 
From Maureen White: 
Maureen’s two daughters were baptised at 
Saint Wilfrid’s and over the years attended 
Brownies and Guides here.  Maureen was 
involved in “bits and pieces” at the church 
during this time but in Father Hilary’s time 
was prepared for confirmation. This was 
about the time when her father passed 
away and she found it very comforting and 
helpful.  In fact Maureen was not confirmed 
with other Saint Wilfrid’s candidates as                                                                                                                 
she was busy taking a party of people to 
Belguim, so she was confirmed at Saint 
Francis, Hilsea by the Bishop of Chichester.  
 
From Rev Frances: 
Rev’d Frances says she remembers the 
wonderful welcome she received at Saint 
Wilfrid’s. She said it had taken a lot of effort 
to walk in through the door, but the 
welcome, particularly from Dulcie Stallard 
and Joan Jenkins, was truly worth all the 
effort.   
 
 
 

 
 
From Alan Palmer: 
I know that most people will think that I am 
not old enough to remember this, but before 
the War, Sunday School was rather 
different to recent years; a service was held 
in church on Sunday afternoon with organ 
and choir, and catered for children of school 
age. The chairs were in many straight rows, 
and virtually all were filled, with the boys on 
the right and girls on the left (or was it the 
other way round?). In charge were Charlie 
and Phyllis Teague before their later 
marriage, and, of course, Charlie looked 
after the boys and Phyllis the girls.  
 
One particular Sunday my brother and I 
managed to get the job of pumping the 
organ, which was then a manual 
instrument; we had to pump until a lead 
weight on a long string was at its highest 
and we could relax for a minute or two until 
more air was needed. On this particular 
Sunday, we had pumped our hardest and 
were standing on chairs looking out of the 
organ loft windows at something happening 
in Daulston Road; suddenly the organ gave 
a groan and stopped - it had run out of air. 
CT came up those narrow stairs three at a 
time. Needless to say, we were not allowed 
near the organ again.  
 
Another memory is of the Saint Wilfrid's 
Day early service in the fifties. At that time I 
lived in Hayling Avenue, and the service 
was at 6 a.m. to enable those working in the 
Dockyard to be able to get to work at 7 
a.m., and I recall walking over Copnor 
Bridge, down New Road and George Street 
in thick white frost - no global warming then!  
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all those who have 
contributed their thoughts about 
belonging to Saint Wilfrid’s in 
2007. 100 years on, it is clear that 
Saint Wilfrid’s congregation is a 
welcoming crowd of people who 
are looking forward to the future. 
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Having mentioned my move to the new 
Parish Flat at the end of the last newsletter, 
it is a great pleasure to begin this one sitting 
at my computer in the newly created study 
of the new flat - the move having happened, 
and the boxes all unpacked. I have got 
used to it taking a little longer to walk to 
Saint Mary’s and a little less long to walk to 
Saint Faith’s, and to the pleasure of having 
neighbours around me. As for the de-
cluttering of life - well it isn’t a bad idea, now 
and again. My great resolution is to keep 
my desk tidy! 
 
The Trinity wall hanging which was made 
by Caroline Davies, a member of the 
Embroiderer’s Guild, has become a settled 
and much admired feature of Saint Faith’s 
since its dedication at the Patronal Festival 
in October. The cost of having it made has 
been raised by donations from friends of 
Saint Faith’s, and it is very good news that 
we are now in a position to go ahead with 
the making of the four legillium ‘falls’ in 
seasonal colours which will complete the 
project, and which will be made in memory 
of the four members of our church family 
who died earlier this year, Edie Goodyear, 
Grace Clark, Jackie Evans and Jackie Lee. 

They, of course, were very much part of our 
‘remembering’ at the All Souls-tide Requiem 
held at Saint Faith’s on Tuesday November 
6th along with all the faithful departed. The 
Eucharist of the following Sunday ended 
with an Act of Remembrance for those who 
have lost their lives through the wars of 
modern times, and with the opportunity to 
pledge ourselves to work for peace and 
reconciliation in whatever way we can.  
 
The November Coffee Morning drew a 
happy crowd to the Barnabas Room, and to 
the usual array of cakes, marmalade, bric-
a-brac and raffle prizes. Many thanks to all 
those who helped us to raise over £90. The 
following day, on the Second Sunday 
before Advent, the Baptism took place of 
Olivia Pearce, and Isla Raffan.  
 
It has been a long time since we have had a 
wedding at Saint Faith’s, though there is a 
rumour that 2008 will change all that. In the 
meantime we look forward to the Reception 
year of Arundel Court Infants School 
coming into church to hold a ‘pretend’ 
wedding as part of their religious education 
theme of ‘Celebrations’. The Arundel Court 
Schools will hold their joint Carol Service at 
Saint Mary’s again this year in the last week 
of term, and on December 9th there will be a 
‘messy church’ workshop for children 
leading into the Christingle Service with 
Carols, followed by a tea party….Phew!   
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a 
fruitful Advent, a Blessed and Joyful 
Christmas, and a Happy New Year. 

Mother Charlotte 
 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE MONTH 

For all those who will be thinking of loved ones fa r away at Christmas time. 
 

While I’m away from you…. 
I asked the Lord to bless you as I prayed for you today.  

To guide you and protect you as you go along your way....  
His love is always with you, His promises are true, 

And when we give him all our cares, you know He’ll see us through. 
So when the road you're travelling on seems difficult at best,  

Just remember - I'm here praying,  
and God will do the rest. 
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CONTACT DETAILS 
Canon Bob White   
The Vicarage, Fratton Road, 
Portsmouth PO1 5PA 
023 9282 2687 
vicar@portseaparish.co.uk 
Mother Charlotte Hetherington 
No. 10, St. Mary’s Parish Flat 
1 Bill Sargent Crescent 
Portsmouth PO1 4JP 
023 9282 6892 
assocvicar@portseaparish.co.uk  
Father Terry Carter   
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 92293020  
Rev. Frances Gates  
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  

   Father David Weir 
 C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 

   023 92293020 
Rev. Sue Whitelock 
C/o Parish Admin. Office 
St. Faith’s Church 
Crasswell Street 
07810 002388  
asstcurate@portseaparish.co.uk 
Parish Deacons 
Rev. Ken Appleford 
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  
Rev. Emma D’Aeth 
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  
Father Jamie Hawkey 
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  
Licensed Reader and Pastoral 
Support Worker 
Jenny Stemp  
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  
jenny@portseaparish.org.uk  

 
 
Parish Wardens  
Irene James   
106 Lidiard Gardens, Eastney  
PO4 9LF 
023 9273 0979 
Stan Rudder   
34 Ernest Road, Portsmouth PO1 5RB 
023 9261 3617 
 
Cluster Admin. Officer 
Jan Bennett 
Inner City Portsea Parishes Office 
All Saints Centre, All Saints Church 
Commercial Road, PO1 4BT 
023 9229 3020 
 office@portseaparish.co.uk 
 
Saint Faith’s Office 
023 9282 7322 
 
Parish Clerks  
Janet Gillard, Sandra Harris and Ken 
Noy  (Saint Mary's Only) 
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  or 023 9281 4444 
(The Parish Office is open on 
Wednesdays from 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. for 
the signing of papers and the booking 
of Weddings and Baptisms.) 

 
Director of Music  
Michael Stoddart   
11 Norfolk Street, Southsea 
PO5 4DR  023 9229 8708 
music@portseaparish.co.uk  

 
 
 
 

CHURCH SERVICES 
 
Saint Mary's 
Sunday 
8.00 a.m.     Holy Communion 

(BCP) 
10.00 a.m.   Family Eucharist & 

Sunday School 
Holy Communion during the week 
Monday   7 p.m. 
Tuesday  11.30 a.m. 
Wednesday 12 noon 
Saturday  9.30 a.m. 
 
Saint Faith's  
Sunday 
9.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist and 

Sunday Club 
Holy Communion during the week 
Tuesday  9.30 a.m. 
Wednesday   9.30 a.m. 
Friday  7 p.m. 
 
Saint Wilfrid's 
Sunday      
9.30 a.m.   Sung Eucharist &  
  Sunday School 
Holy Communion during the week 
Tuesday  4 p.m. 
Thursday  9.30 a.m. 
 
For details of Sunday afternoon and 
evening services in all three 
churches, please see the weekly 
pewsheet. 
 
 
 
 

  


