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Father Jamie will be doing a 
skydive from 13,500 feet in aid of 
Diabetes UK on August 25th – we 
hope to hear more about that in 
the October issue of the 
magazine. 
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Parish Diary 
September 2007 

Sunday 2nd September   
2.30 p.m.  
KAIROS Cluster Under 8’s Tea at Saint Peter’s 
4 p.m.  
Benediction at Saint Wilfrid’s 
Monday 3rd September  
10.30 a.m.  
Mass at Hale Court 
7.30 p.m.  
Mass and Meditation at Saint Mary’s 
Tuesday 4th September  
10.30 a.m.  
Bible Study at Saint Mary’s 
Wednesday 5th September  

Noon   
Mass followed by Charity Lunch at Saint 
Mary’s 
7 p.m.  
Organ Meditation at Saint Mary’s 
7.30 p.m.  
Parish Mothers Union meets 
Friday 7th September  
7.30 p.m.  
Choral Mass for the Birthday of Our Lady 
Preacher: Father Martin Lane 
Saturday 8th September    
9 a.m. onwards  
Church open morning, Nearly New Sale etc 
Sunday 9th September  

11.30 a.m.  
Fabric Trust AGM 
Noon  
Bar B Q lunch 
1 p.m.  
Friends of Saint Mary’s AGM  
4 p.m.  
Healing Service at Saint Faith’s 
 

Monday 10th September   

7.30 p.m.  
30/50 Group 
Tuesday 11th September   
10.30 a.m.  
Bible Study at Saint Mary’s 
1.30 p.m.  
TLC meets 
Wednesday 12th September   

7 p.m.  
Choral Meditation at Saint Mary’s— 
children’s Choir 
Thursday 13th September  

Noon  
Charity Lunch at Saint Wilfrid’s 
7.30 p.m.  
Royal Marines School of Music Concert at Saint 
Mary’s 
Sunday 16th September  

3.15 p.m.  
Mass at Nicholson Gardens 
4 p.m.  
Choir Concert at Saint Mary’s—a concert of  
Victorian music—and visit from Father Mark  
and his Parish 
Monday 17th September   

7.30 p.m.  
Informal Mass and Parish Prayers 
Tuesday 18th September  
10.30 a.m.  
Bible Study at  Saint Mary’s 
7.30 p.m.  
Communications Group meets 
Wednesday 19th September  

7 p.m.  
Choral Meditation—adult Choir 
Wednesday 19th September  
7.30 p.m.  
Standing Committee meets 
Friday September 21 st 

7.30 p.m.  
Barn Dance at Saint Wilfrid’s 
Saturday 22nd September  

10 a.m.  
KAIROS Cluster Wardens meet at Saint 
George’s 
Sunday 23rd September   
4 p.m.  
Baptism Service at Saint Mary’s 

DEADLINE 
 

The October issue of the magazine will be 
available on Sunday 30th September. 

The deadline will be  
Sunday September 16th . 

 
Articles are always welcome, but publication 

is at the discretion of the Editor. 
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Monday 24th September   

7.30 p.m.  
‘Exploring John’ - a chance to look at John’s 
Gospel at Saint Mary’s 
Tuesday 25th September   

10.30 a.m.  
Bible Study at Saint Mary’s 
1.30 p.m.  
TLC meets at Saint Mary’s 
Wednesday 26th September   

7 p.m.  
Choral evensong at Saint Mary’s 
Saturday 29th September  
9.30 a.m.   
‘Living the Faith’ workshops—exploring how we 
can use the gifts and skills God has given each 
of us to serve him in the Church and the 
world—including a children’s choir workshop.  
Sunday September 30th   

9.30 a.m.  
Harvest Services at Saint Faith’s & Saint  
Wilfrid’s 
Harvest Festival  
10 a.m.  
Harvest Service at Saint Mary’s 
6.30 p.m.  
Harvest Supper at Saint Mary’s 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Some of you already know the drama that 
occurred at the Vicarage just before we set 
off on our holidays. In the midst of another 
heavy downpour of rain – at lunchtime on 
July 20th – the Mulberry Tree crashed to the 
ground. Fortunately, due to the rain, no-one 
was in the garden, and helpfully the tree fell 
into an open space causing no damage to 
any other trees, plants or fences.  Some 
people asked if we were sad at its demise. 
We will miss the beauty of the bark in the 
winter months, but we will not miss the fruits 
falling and staining everything they touch, 
and we have gained a significant increase 
of light into the house and a feeling of 
space in the garden. Its passing brings to 
an end a significant and dominant feature of 
life at the Vicarage – not just for us but for 
our predecessors and many visitors.  
 
The strange thing was that the tree was 
outwardly thriving – full of leaf and fruit. But 
the fall revealed the state of the roots – 
rotting and fragile. In fact it appears as if the 
main root had snapped some time ago and 
the weight of the fruit, leaves and rain was 
the final ‘straw’. This is a helpful image to 
have in our mind as we approach Harvest 
(Sept 30th) this year.  
 
As has become our custom, we are using 
our Harvest celebrations to think about how 
we use God’s gifts – including life itself. In 
particular this year we are thinking about 
how we live in faith – serving God in our 
lives. To enable us to do this requires us to 
look at ourselves and the depth of our faith 
– is outwardly all well and flourishing, but 
our roots are shallow and weak? Do we 
give enough time and attention to our faith 
and nurture it and feed it so that it can be 
the root that enables us to grow?  
 

 
RABBETTS SIGHT CARE 

 
For comprehensive eye examinations 

 
Children and pre-school children 

welcome 
 

Wide range of spectacles suitable for 
all ages 

 
Contact Lenses 

 
31 Fratton Road 

Portsmouth 
023 92827158 
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I hope that each of us will find time to think 
about our faith and how we express it in our 
lives over the coming month, perhaps we 
can use the Saturday morning (September 
29th) ‘Living in Faith’ event to help us. Then, 
when we come to thank God for all his good 
gifts, we can make our response to Him not  
only outwardly with our harvest gifts, but 
also inwardly in our lives of service and 
faith. 
 
Father Bob 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is a lot of catching up to do with Saint 
Mary’s news as it is some time since we 
last reported on what has been happening. 
In fact there has been so much happening 
that what follows is merely an ‘edited 
highlights’!  
 
As we reported last month in mid June we 
said  ‘farewell’ to our Admin Assistant, 
Yvonne Scarborough, who has moved to 
become one of the Bishop’s secretaries at 
his Office in Fareham. Over the summer we 
have been advertising for a replacement – 
and by next month’s edition we hope to 
have appointed someone to the post. 
Meanwhile, Jan and Shirley have worked 
with the clergy to help cover the vacant 
post.  
 
June and July both saw afternoon concerts 
with a difference. The hope had been to 
have outdoor concerts in the glorious 

summer sunshine – attracting passers by. It 
was a good vision, but sadly both events 
ended up indoors – the first one with a swift 
move in at the interval. Nevertheless, both 
concerts were enjoyed by over 50 people at 
each – and there were excellent 
refreshments and ‘homemade’ produce 
stalls. As part of our ‘fundraising drive’, 
these events each raised around £150 – 
our thanks to all who helped and provided 
produce, to Jilly for ‘overseeing it’ and to 
Victory Brass and Portsmouth City Band for 
their music. 
 
The beginning of July saw us welcoming 
Father Jamie and Deacon Emma, and it 
has been great getting to know them and 
share in their ministry. The welcome service 
on the Sunday afternoon was a celebration 
of the ‘Diaconate’ and a chance for us all to 
think about our own ministry of service. 
Both of the newly ordained were much in 
evidence at the Skittles Night – a somewhat 
cooler evening than usual, but this did not 
dampen the temperature of the competition. 
 
Over 60 people from all 3 Churches sought 
to master the art – or is it just luck? – and 
join the annual challenge of ‘Beat the Vicar’. 
Unfortunately, some of the newer members 
of staff did not show true ‘humility’ … Father 
Jamie (25 skittles down)  stormed away to 
win the event (oh, the price he will pay as 
the year unfolds …!) while Father Bob 
ended in 3rd place (we’re sure he will 
‘return’ next year!). Noah (Emma’s son) was 
the closest challenge to Father Jamie and 
came a very laudable 2nd. The true 
champion of the evening, though, was 
Elisabeth Stoddart who after 3 rounds still 
had managed to knock down just 7 Skittles! 
It was an enjoyable evening and the rivalry 
was friendly, and we look forward to the 
event next year again.  
 
The end of July was marked by a special 
concert – ‘The Solent Sings’ – some 300 
people came and enjoyed the musical 
talents of our Choir, the 2 ‘Old Geezers of 
Jazz’, Brass Players from the City Band, 
and the compeering of Tim Daykin. There 
was also a chance to join in with some 
communal hymn singing – although the 



�����������	�
�������.�

adjudicator (Michael Stoddart) was rather 
tough with his rating … he almost made 
Simon Cowell look friendly at times! It was a 
memorable night and we are very grateful 
to all who helped make it so – but 
particularly to Tim and Michael who had put 
the whole thing together. It added a further 
£1000 to our fundraising for the year as 
well!  
 
The next day was Fiona and Dale’s 
wedding and it was good to see so many 
familiar faces from the congregation there 
to share in their special day and to wish 
them well in the married life together. The 
Sun even managed to make a brief summer 
appearance for part of the day! 
 
The next week we were shocked to hear of 
the death of Fred Bailey. Fred was a 
familiar figure inb the Church – having 
served as a Deputy Warden for some time 
and been heavily involved in helping with 
the May Fayre. He helped to take the 
bookings for the outside stalls and ran the 
‘records’ table with Jeanette. He was also 
someone respected at the Dockyard where 
he played an important part in the Trade 
Union movement. We will miss him and 
there were a large number of Church 
members at his funeral, reflecting the love 
and respect we had for him. Our love and 
prayers go to Jeanette at this time. 
 
August has been a slightly quieter time … 
the rather foolish predictions in the last 
Magazine that we seemed to have turned 
the corner with the ‘curse of the Vicarage 
Garden’ for having events – proved 
premature. The Women’s Fellowship had 2 
failed attempts and the drinks after the 
Patronal Mass on August 15th were also 
moved into the Church. Perhaps the demise 
of the Mulberry Tree will bring about a 
change of luck for next year ….don’t hold 
your breath! The ‘curse’, though, seemed to 
spread to the Summer Outing – 16 of us 
headed for Uppark House one Sunday 
lunchtime – only to discover on arrival that 
they had had to close due to a burst water 
main! With the help of the Coach driver we 
had instead a scenic tour of the West 
Sussex Countryside and an hour in 

Chichester which we all enjoyed! Let’s hope 
that the weather improves as we look 
forward to our weekend of celebrations – 
including the Tower being open and the Bar 
B Q lunch on Sunday September 9th – we 
are also looking forward to welcoming as 
our preacher on Friday Sept 7th – Father 
Martin Lane (a former member of the 
congregation). Hope to see you at some 
point that weekend – when of course the 
sun will shine! 
 

 

SWISHERS Holiday Club 
 

During the summer there have been 
holiday activities at SWISHERS for 
children. Three of the young people 

involved have written about the things 
they have been doing. 

 
We have been coming to Holiday Club for 
quite a long time. We come every holiday 
and we get to meet our friends from other 
schools that we only meet here. We meet 
new friends too so they get to be our 
friends.  
 
Every week we have different themes, like 
this time it has been pirate week, colour 
week and now it’s a week about us and we 
are having a Talent Show every day. We 
can practice stuff for the Talent Show and 
it’s good.  
 
There are children of all different ages – the 
little ones and us older ones. We have 
different things to do so we all have fun. 
Sometimes we do things together and the 
older ones help the little ones.  
 
It’s really fun. We make loads of different 
things and we invent things like the rocket 
and the pod.  We’ve got a play station, two 
computers and lots of toys. 
 
We meet lots of other nice people that help 
us. We find out about special things. 
 
Rev Sue, Deacon Emma, Mother Charlotte, 
Father Jamie and Father Bob have come to 
see us and they tell us things about church 
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and help us to think about things. Mother 
Charlotte gave us some special bread to 
try. It was very nice and it had a P on it and 
an X. That meant Jesus in another 
language. She brought some crosses for us 
to see too.  Bethany read the first 10 words 
from different Bibles and they were all the 
same.  Rev Frances came when we were 
dressing up as pirates. She thought our 
hook hands were good.  
 
We have snack time every morning and 
every afternoon. Sometimes we make 
cakes or popcorn for snack but we always 
have milk shake or water and fruit. We are 
not allowed to have the biscuits or cakes 
before all the fruit has been eaten. The 
grown ups have fruit too. 
 
Next time we have Holiday Club will be at 
half term and we will all come and meet up 
again.  
 
Bethany (11), Coral (9) and Georgia (9)  
 

 

Four Days in Finland 
Mother Charlotte and Irene James went to 
Finland earlier this summer as guests of our 
twin parish of Saint Catherine’s in Turku.   
 
Turku is a port, like Portsmouth.  Saint 
Katherine’s has a medieval parish church 
and two smaller churches in its parish. 
 
When I said to Martti, the vicar of Saint 
Katherine’s Parish in Turku, that it had been 
the best Pentecost I had ever had, he was 
surprised and delighted.  It was true – it was 
because we celebrated Pentecost as part of 
an international gathering that I realised 
more fully what it was all about.   
 
In Turku that weekend, it was the ‘Church 
Days’ of the Finnish Lutheran Church and 
two people had been invited over by our 
twin parish as their guests for the event.  
Mother Charlotte and I arrived on the Friday 
afternoon.  We joined many from all over 
Finland and from other parts of the 
world….. all speaking a variety of 
languages. Throughout the weekend it was 

evident that everyone was listening 
carefully and taking care to try to 
understand one another.  On more than one 
occasion, translations from Spanish to 
Finnish to English were being given to 
make sure that we were included and knew 
what was being said. There was an 
atmosphere of friendship and a sense of 
community, of the connections we have 
with one another wherever we come from 
and whatever our experiences. It was a 
fascinating and humbling experience and I 
learned a great deal. 
 
It was an exhilarating time – not a minute 
was wasted!  Mother Charlotte and I were 
busy from morning until late at night; such 
was the welcome and hospitality from our 
friends at Saint Catherine’s parish. There 
was a whole series of events for the Church 
Days, many at the main stage, in a beautiful 
setting in front of the majestic cathedral, 
with the river running alongside.  These 
included talks, music and services – one of 
these was led by two of the Brothers from 
the Taiz�  community in France. We 
recognised the chants and joined in with 
them in Finnish! Later in the weekend we 
were fortunate to meet Brother Bruno with 
the young people of the parish who had 
gone to Taiz�  earlier in the year. 

 

 

Irene James with Hannele Lund 
outside Turku Castle 
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As well as joining in with the Church Days, 
we were also taken round the parish and 
beyond, including a visit to the camp for 
confirmation candidates in the countryside 
outside the city.  We were introduced to 
many of the staff and to members of the 
Parish Council. The parish has a huge paid 
staff of approximately 29 people! This 
includes 9 pastors, deacons, youth workers 
etc. It is very different from the Church of 
England. A church tax in Finland means 
that the Lutheran church is well funded. The 
facilities in each of the three churches in the 
parish are amazing!  We lost count of the 
number of ‘state of the art’ kitchens that we 
saw. The church and state seem to work 
closely together: for example, one of the 
deacons we met was carrying out a role 
similar to that of a social worker in this 
country. 
 
We were also included in some important 
events. On the first evening there we were 
invited to a reception in Turku Castle, a 
magnificent building down by the port – we 
went there following a reception held by the 
parish and went on to visit the late night 
youth café in the city!  After church on 
Sunday we went to another reception, this 
time given by the Archbishop in his palace. 
Mother Charlotte gave him a book which 
was a gift from Bishop Kenneth.  
 
Sirpa - many of you met her when she 
came here last year with Martti and 
Hannele - organised a service with an 

international flavour at Saint Catherine’s 
parish church on the Sunday morning.  You 
would all have recognised the framework of 
the Eucharist and some of the hymns as 
well.  Both Mother Charlotte and I took part 
as did the three visitors from El Salvador, 
one of whom was the Lutheran Bishop. At 
the end of the service Mother Charlotte 
presented the parish with a gift from our 
parish. It was a beautiful picture showing 
the symbols from each of our three 
churches.   
 
During the weekend Hannele, Mother 
Charlotte and I took part in a workshop.  It 
was led by Christian, from El Salvador. He 
was teaching us how to make our own 
painted crosses – these are brightly 
coloured and painted with symbols of 
everyday things e.g. animals, flowers, trees 
etc. Mother Charlotte’s was very artistic – 
mine looked much better once it had been 
lacquered!  
 
Both Hannele and Sirpa had taken careful 
note of all the things that Emma had 
enjoyed during her placement in Turku last 
year! We were taken to a lovely restaurant 
on a boat and, of course, managed a very 
short visit to the shops! 
 
The visit was a tremendous experience. I 
enjoyed it immensely and would love to go 
back again! Turku is an elegant city and the 
surrounding countryside of islands with 
woodland is very pretty. I have many happy 

Mother Charlotte with Martti 
Hirvonen, Sirpa Kiviniemi-Rosqvist 
and Hannele Lund, who visited our 

Parish last year. Also pictured is 
another assistant priest in Saint 

Catherine’s parish, Antero Paatere. 
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memories of those four days, of new friends 
and of the people we met. Martti and his 
team at Saint Catherine’s were excellent 
hosts. Hannele spent most of the weekend 
taking us around and looking after us, 
joined by Sirpa for much of the time. We 
spent our final evening being entertained by 
Martti and his wife and daughter at their 
house. It is now time to make plans for 
further links between the parishes!   
  
And finally: 
 
Quote of the weekend– Faith is a journey, 
not a sofa!   
(said by Brother Bruno, from the Taiz�  
community) 

Irene James 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By the time this magazine reaches you 
Deacon Emma and Father Jamie will be 
well into their third month of ordained 
ministry, and if all goes according to plan 
Father Jamie will have already jumped out 
of an aeroplane! The people of Saint Faith’s 
have been delighted to welcome them both 
to the ministry team, and are very 
appreciative of all that they bring to the life 
of the church and to our witness to Christ.  
 
By way of being thrown in the deep end, 
Deacon Emma assisted at the baptism of 
an entire family of children, Callum, Levi , 
Lillie-May, and  Keira  Holden on July 15th. 
The two boys both attend Arundel Court 
Infant School, and it was good to hear 

Callum at the baptism visit remembering a 
lot of what he had learnt on a visit to Saint 
Faith’s when his year group came to find 
out about baptism, and telling his Mum and 
Dad what they needed to know! 
 
A decision was made some time ago by the 
DCC to hold two of the coffee mornings we 
have during the year for particular charities, 
and on the 14th July the second of them 
took place. Many thanks to all who helped 
us to raise around £45 for the haematology 
unit at QA hospital which is in need of a 
new ECG scanner. This was one of the 
charities supported by Bishop Kenneth’s 
Lent Appeal this year. 
 
Saint Faith’s was well represented on the 
Parish Sunday Schools Outing by Jordan 
Greenwood, and almost the entire Tourino 
family, thanks to Ethel who had marshalled 
them all together. We went, in rather 
uncertain weather, to Moor Valley Country 
Park, and had a very good day. The rain 
stopped, the sun came out, and Jordan 
fulfilled his ambition of going on a steam 
train. The high level walk through the tree 
tops, complete with a training session on 
how to wear and use the safety harness, 
will have to wait until he is ten.  Father 
Jamie and I, in whose care Jordan was, 
were somewhat relieved to find that out! 
 
The community tea-party and Songs of 
Praise which we held on August 5th was a 
very happy occasion. Local residents from 
Nicholson Gardens, Durban Homes and 
other nearby housing were served a very 
delicious tea and the Barnabas room was 
full of bustle and chatter. The short service 
that followed in the church was what those 
who put together services tend to call a 
hymn sandwich - perhaps the most 
appropriate way to complete a tea party! 
The four hymns chosen in advance by Ron 
Plumer of Durban Homes, Jean Appleford, 
Betty Fulger of Nicholson Gardens, and 
Deacon Emma, were sung with great 
vigour, and thanks are due to Mary Cooper 
for playing the organ and to all who helped 
with the preparations and serving the tea. 
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The end of August always signals two 
things….the return of happy pilgrims from 
the Greenbelt Festival, and the beginning of 
a whole new year of church and school 
activity. The key to it all is not to lose the 
diary, and to give thanks to God for all the  
 

new Deacons, variety and wonder of parish 
life.   
                                                                            
Mother Charlotte 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
The months of July and August may have 
been a time of rest and relaxation for most 
of you, but for SWISHERS it was very much 
a case of business as usual. The Holiday 
Club began on the 23rd July and is still 
going at the time of writing! It has been a 
busy time for both children and staff; the 
clergy have been enjoying the fun too! 
Deacon Emma and I popped in during 
‘Pirate Week’; it was a day when the 
children were making their very own 
treasure chests! They were being filled with 
all sorts of precious things. It did get a bit 
messy but a good time was had by all.  My 
thanks to the ministry team for the support 
they have given in this holiday period. 
 
The month of August has also been a 
happy time for us at Saint Wilfrid’s!! The 
month began with the marriage of Andrew  
and Alana.  I think we were all truly grateful 
that after so much rain the sun shone on 
one and all. I am sure the happy couple 
would like to thank all who turned out to 
support them on their happy day. The  

 
 
 
 
 
happiness continued the following day as 
we welcomed Shannon Christina and her 
family on the occasion of her Baptism.  
 
The Feast of the Transfiguration saw the 
return of Father Roderick Leece to preach. 
The evening began with Father Bob 
dedicating the new lectern, giving thanks for 
the time and talent that went in to creating 
it. It was good to see friends from across 
the parish joining in the celebrations, not to 
mention the wonderful turnout from the 
parish choir!!  
 
As August draws to a close we look forward 
to the month of September.  The Parish 
Mothers Union meets on Wednesday 5th 
September at 7.30 p.m.  On Saturday 8th 
September there is a chance for us to raise 
funds for the Church and for ‘Historic 
Churches’ with the opportunity to visit other 
local churches.  So don’t just sit there – 
cycle, roller-skate, walk, electric buggy, 
buggy push your way around the parish and 
beyond?!!  Be sponsored for every church 
you visit!!  To help you on your way, Saint 
Wilf’s and other churches will be open to 
provide refreshment. And, should you need 
further refreshment, there is always the 
charity lunch at Saint Wilf’s on Thursday 
13th September at midday!!  Don’t forget we 

Our two Deacons, Emma 
D’Aeth and Jamie Hawkey, 
after the Welcome Service 
at Saint Mary’s on 1 st July. 
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are hosting the Barn Dance on Friday 21st 
September at 7.30 p.m. – another chance 
to boost those energy levels and have fun 
at the same time!!  
 
The Parish will be celebrating Harvest at 
the end of September.  Please book 
Saturday 29th September in your diary for a 
morning  of exploring how we live out our 
faith.  More details will follow……… 
 

Revd Sue 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A Golden Jubilee  
 

Father Tony Hickey writes about a former 
curate of Saint Mary’s 
 
There cannot be many people in the parish 
who can remember Father David Campbell, 
who was an Assistant Curate at Saint 
Mary’s from 1940 -1945. 
 
On 28th June this year a Eucharist took 
place in Saint John’s Church, Oxford, to 
give thanks for David’s sixty-five years in 
the priesthood, and fifty years as a member 
of the religious order, the Society of Saint 
John the Evangelist. 
 
David was born in 1915, and he was 
educated at Winchester College and Exeter 
College, Oxford and was trained for the 
priesthood at Wells Theological College. 

 
I came to know David through a friendship 
with Philip Grubb, who was then Senior 
Curate at Saint Mary’s. At that time I was a 
young soldier stationed at Fort Purbrook in 
the early days of World War II. In 1940 
David was one of the six remaining 
assistant curates in the parish and he was 
living in the Clergy House, which was soon 
to be taken over by RAF Personnel to 
manage a barrage balloon. The clergy had 
to find accommodation in the parish. 
 

 
 
It was typical of David that he chose to live 
in the small priest’s vestry at Saint Mary’s 
Mission, where he was the much loved 
Priest in Charge. The vestry contained a 
camp bed and a few items of furniture and 
the only decoration was a framed 
photograph of King George VI. David’s 
accommodation must have been a great 
contrast to his mother’s home in a grace 
and favour residence in Hampton Court 
Palace! 
 
A memory I have of David is leaving Saint 
Mary’s Mission after a Sunday Evensong. 
David was wearing a cassock and I was in 
uniform, and David was gaily swinging his 
sponge bag as he made his way to a 
parishioner’s house to have a bath. 
 
Father David left Portsea in 1945 and 
became a naval chaplain. In 1951 he 
became vicar of a then new housing estate 
in Isleworth. In 1954 Father David went to 
test his vocation with the Society of Saint 
John the Evangelist (S.S.J.E.), reputedly a 
very strict religious order for men. The 
Society is known as the Cowley Fathers for 
their Mother House was at Cowley, on the 
outskirts of Oxford. 
 
Three years later David was professed as a 
member of S.S.J.E. He invited me to stay at 
Cowley for a few days and to share in this 
impressive service. So began fifty years of 
service for Father David with S.S.J.E. The 
disciplined life of the Society is based on 

Father Roderick Leece, a former Priest in Charge 
of Saint Wilfrid’s, after the service on 6th August 
with Alan and Hester Saffrey. Father Roderick is 
now the Rector of Saint George’s, Mayfair. 
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prayer, worship and study, yet the Society’s 
outreach is considerable. It has worked in 
India and its work is flourishing in the USA. 
In Britain the Cowley Fathers have made an 
impact through their preaching and teaching 
and in their writings. They have regularly 
conducted parish missions and retreats. 
They are the Confessors and give spiritual 
advice to countless men and women, 
including a great number of priests. A 
particular ministry of S.S.J.E. is with priests 
who have suffered some form of 
breakdown. Support and shelter is given to 
some of the most vulnerable in our society. 
 
In 1976 Father David became Superior of 
S.S.J.E. and held this influential position 
until 1991. Sadly, and in common with 
many other religious communities, the 
membership of S.S.J.E. has declined. The 
house in Cowley was given up and their 
work is now centred at their London house 
close to Westminster Abbey. 
 
During the past few years David’s health 
has declined and he is now being cared for 
at Saint John’s House in Oxford. He has 
always retained a love for Saint Mary’s 

where he began his priestly pilgrimage. 
During the time that Father Michael 
Brotherton was Vicar, David returned from 
time to time and preached on occasions. 
His last visit was at the Institution and 
Induction of Father Robert Wright as Vicar. 
 
Many gave thanks for David’s ministry last 
June and we are grateful for his example of 
holiness, his joy and serenity, his wisdom 
and sanctified common sense, his humility 
and friendship. Father David is one of the 
oldest surviving former curates of Saint 
Mary’s. We thank God for his ministry and 
pray for him and the S.S.J.E. that he has 
served so faithfully for fifty years. 
 
 
Many of you will have heard that Father 
Tony has decided to move to Hindhead. We 
send him our very best wishes, and are 
grateful for all the contributions to the 
magazine that he has made over the years. 
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CONTACT DETAILS 
Canon Bob White   
The Vicarage, Fratton Road, 
Portsmouth PO1 5PA 
023 9282 2687 
vicar@portseaparish.co.uk 
Mother Charlotte Hetherington 
2 Glebe Flats, Nutfield Place, 
Portsmouth, PO1 4JF 
023 9282 6892 
assocvicar@portseaparish.co.uk  
Father Terry Carter   
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 92293020  
Rev. Frances Gates  
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  

   Father David Weir 
 C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 

   023 92293020 
Rev. Sue Whitelock 
C/o Parish Admin. Office 
St. Faith’s Church 
Crasswell Street 
07810 002388  
asstcurate@portseaparish.co.uk 
Parish Deacons 
Rev. Ken Appleford 
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  
Rev. Emma D’Aeth 
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  
Father Jamie Hawkey 
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  
Licensed Reader and Pastoral 
Support Worker 
Jenny Stemp  
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  
jenny@portseaparish.org.uk  
 

 
 
 

Parish Wardens  
Irene James   
106 Lidiard Gardens, Eastney  
PO4 9LF 
023 9273 0979 
Stan Rudder   
34 Ernest Road, Portsmouth PO1 5RB 
023 9261 3617 
 
Cluster Admin. Officer 
Jan Bennett 
Inner City Portsea Parishes Office 
All Saints Centre, All Saints Church 
Commercial Road, PO1 4BT 
023 9229 3020 
 office@portseaparish.co.uk 
 
Saint Faith’s Office 
023 9282 7322 
 
Parish Clerks  
Janet Gillard, Sandra Harris and Ken 
Noy  (Saint Mary's Only) 
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  or 023 9281 4444 
(The Parish Office is open on 
Wednesdays from 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. for 
the signing of papers and the booking 
of Weddings and Baptisms.) 

 
Director of Music  
Michael Stoddart   
11 Norfolk Street, Southsea 
PO5 4DR  023 9229 8708 
music@portseaparish.co.uk  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH SERVICES 
 
Saint Mary's 
Sunday 
8.00 a.m.     Holy Communion 

(BCP) 
10.00 a.m.   Family Eucharist & 

Sunday School 
Holy Communion during the week 
Monday   7 p.m. 
Tuesday  11.30 a.m. 
Wednesday 12 noon 
Saturday  9.30 a.m. 
 
Saint Faith's  
Sunday 
9.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist and 

Sunday Club 
Holy Communion during the week 
Tuesday  9.30 a.m. 
Wednesday   9.30 a.m. 
Friday  7 p.m. 
 
Saint Wilfrid's 
Sunday      
9.30 a.m.   Sung Eucharist &  
  Sunday School 
Holy Communion during the week 
Tuesday  4 p.m. 
Thursday  9.30 a.m. 
 
For details of Sunday afternoon and 
evening services in all three 
churches, please see the weekly 
pewsheet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


