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DEADLINE

The December issue of the magazine will be available
on Sunday 25" November.
The deadline will be Sunday November 11™. There is no issue in January.

Articles are always welcome, but publication is at the discretion of the Editor.

Friday Nov 2nd

7.30 p.m. All Souls Day

Sung Requiem Mass at Saint Mary’s
Saturday Nov 3rd

10.30 a.m.

Saint Wilfrid’s Coffee Morning

Cluster Wardens meet at Saint George’s

Sunday Nov 4th

9.30 a.m.

Saint Faith’s Parade Service

11.30 a.m.

Parish Fundraising meeting at Saint Mary’s
4 p.m.

Parish Bereavement Service at Saint
Mary’s

Monday Nov 5th

10.30 a.m.

Mass at Hale Court

7.30 p.m.

Mass & Meditation at Saint Mary’s
Tuesday Nov 6th

9.30 a.m.

Requiem Mass at Saint Faith’s
10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s
Wednesday Nov 7th

Noon

Charity Lunch at Saint Mary’s

2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s—Bees &
Honey

7 p.m.

Organ Meditation at Saint Mary’s

7 p.m.

Requiem Mass at Saint Wilfrid’s
Parish MU meets for ‘Nativity Project
Thursday Nov 8th

Noon

Charity Lunch at Saint Wilfrid’s : Voucher
Scheme

Friday Nov 9th

7.30 p.m.

Nurture Group meets

Sunday Nov 11th

Act of Remembrance at all 3 Churches
10 a.m.

Please note Service at Saint Wilfrid’'s
3 p.m.

British Legion Service of Remembrance at
Saint Mary’s

Monday Nov 12th

7.30 p.m.

30/50 Group meets at Parish Flat
Tuesday Nov 13th

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s
1.30 p.m.

TLC meets—‘Nativity Project
Wednesday Nov 14th

2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s— Angel
Radio

7 p.m.

Choral Meditation at Saint Mary’s :
Children’s Choir

Thursday Nov 15th

7.30 p.m.

Royal Marine School of Music Concert at
Saint Mary’s

Saturday Nov17th

10.30 a.m.

Saint Faith’s Coffee Morning

Sunday Nov 18th

3.15 p.m.

Mass at Nicholson Gardens

4 p.m.

Music Foundation concert at Saint Mary’s
Monday Nov 19th

7.30 p.m.

Informal Mass & Parish Prayers at Vi
Burgess’s

Tuesday Nov 20th

10.30 a.m.

KAIROS Cluster Ministers Meeting




Wednesday Nov 21st

2.30 p.m.Fellowship meets at Saint
Mary’s— Jean Barrow

7 p.m.

Choral Meditation at Saint Mary’s—Adult
Choir

7.30 p.m.

PCC meets at Saint Mary

Thursday Nov 22nd

7.30 p.m.

Saint Mary’s Choir singing Carols at
Cascades

7.30 p.m.

Journey in Faith Group at Saint Faith’s
7.45 p.m.

Churches Together in Central Portsmouth
at Wesley Centre

Saturday Nov 24th

Syrian Orthodox Community at Saint Mary’s
7.30 p.m.

Parish Social Evening — a curry and fun
quiz night at Saint Wilfrid’'s

Sunday Nov 25th

4 p.m.

Baptism Service at Saint Mary’s

Monday Nov 26th

7.30 p.m.

‘Exploring John’ - a chance to look at John’s
Gospel— at Saint Mary’s

Tuesday Nov 27th

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s

1.30 p.m.

TLC meets at Saint Mary’s —Father Derek
Reeves

Wednesday Nov 28th

2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s—Father
Terry Carter

7 p.m.

Choral Evensong at Saint Mary’s
Saturday Dec 1st

10.30 a.m.

Saint Wilfrid’s Christmas Fair
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www.portseaparish.co.uk
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| wonder if you have often had the
experience that you keep talking and
thinking about something which will happen
at some point in the future, but there is no
real sense or urgency; and then suddenly it
happens and you are hit by the realisation
that it is happening at breakneck speed!
The best | can describe it as is feeling the
gears crunch and change and suddenly you
are travelling much faster.

That's what happened to me on October
16™. We have been planning and talking
about the Tower Project for over two years
now, and the funds have been trickling in. It
might happen one day and there were other
things to get on with and do in the
meantime. But on October 16" | sat at a
meeting in  which the architect and
contractors were talking to me about dates
and actions that will begin on November 5
(as auspicious date!) and last for over a
year. We discussed scaffold towers that
would dwarf the current tower; compounds
for workmen, access for weddings and
funerals, bells having to be silenced, stones
to be cut, flints to be cleaned .... and so the
list went on. | left the meeting reeling and
suddenly aware of a number of things | had
to do immediately. The gears had crunched
and we were suddenly flying along at
speed! The rest of this year and next looked
very different ...

You will gather from this the good news is
that we have now almost raised half the
funds we need to restore the whole Tower
and so have agreed with our funders to use
what we have to address the most serious
issues and the top of the Tower. As work
progresses, we will keep you well informed




and those of you in the city will see a
change in our skyline for a few months.

The important message we need to get
over to people is that ‘life in the Church
goes on’ - the external works will have little
impact on our worship week by week, our
Christmas celebrations, our concerts and
social events, nor on weddings and funerals
in the Church. The main change will be that
access will be pre-dominantly via the North
Aisle door.

It would be very easy for this project and
the excitement of what will happen over the
coming months to overtake us and focus
our eyes on that and lose sight of other
things. But we must not allow that to
happen — we must remind ourselves that
first and foremost we are called to be the
people of God and that the building is but
an expression of who and what we are — it
should be us and our life together which
shapes it and not the other way around. So
| hope we will all make the effort to ensure
that the worshipping life of the Church is
sustained and deepened (even renovated!)
over the coming months as the tower
disappears for a while.

Father Bob

The Poppy Appeal 2007

This year, more than 36 million poppies,
107,000 wreaths and 800,000
Remembrance Crosses and other
Remembrance items will be distributed in
the UK.

It takes 300,000 staff and volunteers to
make the Poppy Appeal work. That is an
enormous countrywide network! But each
year, the Poppy People numbers drop by
thousands, as many of the older collectors
retire. And so the Poppy Appeal is urgently
seeking new volunteers who can give
anything from two hours to two weeks of
their time. Could you help?

As for the Two Minute Silence, well, 85% of
us still find it relevant today, according to a
recent YouGov survey. The act of observing
a Two Minute Silence began in 1919
following the Armistice at 11am on the 11th
November 1918 at the end of the First
World War.

Where did the idea of buying and wearing
an artificial poppy as way of Remembrance
come from? It began in Britain on 11lth
November 1921, and the idea was inspired
by John McCrae's 1915 poem 'In Flanders'
Fields'. The Appeal has grown since 1921 -
last year it raised a record £26 million!

Evie Grace Winkworth
Olivia Lauren Dawn Forster
Ava Rose Gleave-Jackson

Evie Rosanna Frances Smith
Emelia Grace Elizabeth Smith
Kimberley Jane England
Ella Louise Paton




RABBETTS SIGHT CARE

For
comprehensive eye examinations

Children and pre-school children
welcome

Wide range of spectacles suitable
for all ages

Contact Lenses
31 Fratton Road

Portsmouth
023 9282 715
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The last month saw 2 major Parish events
at Saint Mary’s — both of them connected to
the Harvest Weekend. First of all on the
Saturday we hosted ‘the Living in Faith
workshops. Over 40 members of the 3
Churches gathered to think about the
various ministries we exercise in the Church
and how these are reflected in our daily
lives of faith. Canon David Isaac provided
much food for thought and encouraged us
to think about how creative we can all be

and how, when we work together, we can
produce amazing results with a few old bits
and pieces! The morning celebrated the
gifts we all have and offered them to God in
His service and the service of others. It was
an excellent time and our own ministry team
were heavily involved in the various
discussions and workshops.

The next day, after the Harvest
Celebrations in the morning, that same
team showed their adaptability and
versatility as they took part in the Harvest
Supper. Over 100 people gathered in the
Church for a supper provided with the usual
efficiency and style by Jean and her team.
The supper was followed by a range of
entertainments from the Children’s Choir
and the Parish Youth Choir to Bill &
Vanessa playing their guitars and the
Stoddart Family Ensemble. Deacon Ken
and Revd Frances provided a humorous
note — Frances continuing to develop her
reputation as a stand up comic! The
‘highlight of the evening (or the finale at
least) was the ‘tribute’ to 100 years of Saint
Wilf's. This took the form of the 10
members of the ministry team presenting a
familiar song from a decade in suitable
costume. Father Terry led the way with full
moustache and outfit — and set a high
standard. The appearance of Buddy
Hetherington on Guitar was a show stopper
and many wish to see a repeat
performance! As we reached the more
modern era the younger members of the
audience became involved with Y M C A —
as the slightly older backing group began to
flag. Deacon Emma’s absence due to
illness led to a stand in duo who crooned
their way through the song she had chosen;
while Father David was accused of cheating
by his colleagues with the use of singing
toys rather than doing anything himself.
Father Jamie’s voice carried us through
Robbie Williams — and the whole thing
crashed around our ears with a Beatles
medley led by the Vicar. It was a
memorable tribute — and one everyone
present enjoyed — ‘what next?’ was the
guestion most were asking.




For Saint Mary’s, October will end with the
Autumn Fair — and then the work will start
on the Tower ...please remember the
Church will continue to be open each day
and all our regular events will continue.

Some of the performers at
this year’s Harvest Supper
entertainment




Saint Wilfrid’s Centenary

The present Saint Wilfrid’s Church was
dedicated in December 1907, so this
month let's look back to the opening of
the church one hundred years ago. In
next month’s issue we will hear from
some of the 2007 congregation and look
forward to the future plans for Saint
Wilfrid's.

The present Saint Wilfrid’'s was built to
replace the Tin Mission, which had been
opened in 1901 to serve the people living in
the new houses between New Road and
Saint Mary’'s Road. On New Year's Day
1901 the opening of the new mission
church of Saint Wilfrid’s took place. The
Vicar at the time commented that it was

a brave beginning for the new century
and wondered what Saint Wilfrid's would

be like if the world ever reached 2001
A.D.

In 1907 the buildings and halls were
designed as a total church centre for both
religious and secular use, a very advanced
concept for the Edwardian era. The
foundation stone was laid by the
Honourable W F D Smith M.P., who was
also a major benefactor.

In 1907 the Parish Magazine noted that
Saturday March 19™ was chosen for the
ceremony of laying the foundation stone “so
as to allow the men of the congregation to
attend the ceremony without losing work.
Tickets of admission can now be obtained
from the members of the Church
Committee.”

The building was completed just in time for
the dedication in December 1907. In early

1908 the Parish Magazine reported the
events as follows: On Tuesday December
17" the Bishop of Winchester dedicated the
permanent buildings of Saint Wilfrid’s and
the last of the daughter churches of Saint
Mary’s Portsea came into being. The
Dedication Service was held at 3 p.m.; the
Church was filled with parishioners from all
the several districts of the Parish and many
subscribers and friends from a distance;
and in the Chancel were gathered the
clergy of the Parish; together with the
incumbents of several of the churches of
the Rural Deanery. The Mission was once
more filled to overflowing at the evening
service when the Bishop of Winchester
again preached and subsequently he
received the members of the Saint Wilfrid’s
Council and of the various clubs and
committees in the recreation room and
committed to their charge the Mission
buildings.

The new Saint Wilfrid’s stands a solid brick
and stone memorial of the growing life and
increasing vigour of the church in this huge
Parish. But we have the Bishop’s authority
for claiming it as a lasting proof of more
than this: Saint Wilfrid’s Mission is to be a
witness to Portsmouth and to the Diocese
that the work of the Church is not shut up to
any limited area of service, but that it is to
enter into and penetrate the whole life of the
citizen, including the whole realm of social
duty. Stone walls or brick do not make the
church any more than iron girders did; the
call still sounds, sounds even louder, to all
those active churchmen who have done
yeoman service in the past and many more,
to claim each his own bit of the work — the
privilege of bearing his own share in the
greatest business of the world: our Father’s
business.

In the Parish Report in April 1908 Cyril
Garbett (Saint Wilfrid’s first Priest in
Charge) wrote: “After seven years in the
small and hot iron church, it was nothing
less than a revolution to move into a large
and permanent building, which provides
under one roof a home for every kind of
religious, educational and social activity.




May it ever be the centre of a strong and
vigorous church life!

What happened in 19077

Rudyard Kipling became the first Briton
to win the Nobel Prize for Literature
Louis Lumiere invented colour
photography.

Katharine Hepburn was born.
Major-General Sir Robert Baden-Powell
formed the Boy Scout movement
Fastest ever Atlantic crossing made by
Cunard's Lusitania 4 days 19 hours 52
mins

A meeting of 44 nations at The Hague
proposed an International Court of
Justice

The German Kaiser was cheered by
huge crowds on a visit to London

The King and Queen opened the new
Central Criminal Courts at the Old Bailey

A bit closer to home ... the Kings Theatre
Southsea was opened, as was Alexandra
Park, and a church called Saint Wilfrid’s!

So you think God
can't use you?

The next time you feel like God can't use
you, just remember...

Noah was a drunk, Abraham was too old,
Isaac was a daydreamer, Jacob was a liar,
Leah was ugly, Joseph was abused, Moses
had a stuttering problem, Gideon was
afraid, Samson had long hair and was a
womanizer, Rahab was a prostitute,
Jeremiah and Timothy were too young,
David had an affair and was a murderer,
Elijah was suicidal, Isaiah preached naked,
Jonah ran from God, Naomi was a widow,
Job went bankrupt, Peter denied Christ, the
Disciples fell asleep while praying, Martha
worried about everything, the Samaritan
woman was divorced (several times),
Zacheus was too small, Rav Sha'ul (Paul)
was too religious, Timothy had an
ulcer..AND - Lazarus was dead!

So - what's your excuse? In truth, God can
use you to your full potential, whatever your
past. Why? Because you aren't the
message, you are just the messenger...




If my memory serves me right, my last
article ended by mentioning our Patronal
Festival on the 12" October. So, it seems
fitting to mention the occasion again! For on
that night we not only welcomed back
Canon Bruce Ruddock as our guest
preacher, but we also welcomed members
of the family of Margaret Patrick as we
blessed two chalices bought in her memory.
Margaret will be remembered as one who
had a gift of gathering and feeding people
around a table; the chalices will be used by
us in our service to all who gather around
God's table to receive His Holy Sacrament.

The Feast of Saint Wilfrid also brought good
news for Saint Wilfrid’'s and SWISHERS for
the third year running, we have won the
Portsmouth in Bloom, Places of Worship
category — this is in addition to the awards
received in the Britain in Bloom
Neighbourhood Awards! So yet more
congratulations and maybe time to think
about how we can colourfully celebrate our
centenary year next year!

Chris Reeves has been in and out of
hospital in the past month, thank you to
those who have visited him during this time.
Please continue to remember him in your
prayers in what must be a frustrating time
for him. At the end of the month, it was a
joy to welcome the family and friends of
Teddy-Owen James George on the
occasion of his baptism.

As we move into the month of November,
the church’s year moves into the time of
remembering — remembering those who

played a special part in our lives and all
those have lost their lives in the service of
their country. The parish All Souls Requiem
Mass is at Saint Mary's on Friday 2™
November; a said Requiem Mass will be
held at 7 p.m. at Saint Wilf's on Wednesday
7" November. If you wish to have the
name of a departed loved one remembered
and prayed for at either service, please print
the name on the list in coffee lounge.
Please also remember that our service on
Remembrance Sunday will begin at 10 a.m.

The coffee morning on Saturday 3
November is already beginning to conjure
up memories of past cake auctions and |
just can’t help wondering how big the ball of
elastic bands is?!!  The Nativity project
visits the Parish MU as it meets on the 7"
November, the charity lunch meeting on the
8™ November will be supporting the voucher
scheme for the homeless, and on Saturday
24™ November we host the Parish Curry
and Quiz Night.

November will also be a time of preparing
for many other events to take place at Saint
Wilf's.  Raffle tickets are on sale from
Michele and Karan for our Christmas Fair
that takes place on Saturday 1 December.
As usual, donations of cakes and other
goodies are welcome; so start baking!
Plans are also in hand for the Christmas
Tree Festival taking place between the 5"
and 8™ December and for the visit of ‘The
Madding Crowd’ on Sunday 16" December.
Please make sure you put these dates in
your diary now!!

Revd Sue

PRAYER OF THE MONTH

O Lord Jesus Christ, suffer us not to stray
from thee, who art the Way, nor to distrust
thee, who art the Truth, nor to rest in any
other thing from thee, who art the Life.
Teach us by thy Holy Spirit what to believe,
what to do, and wherein to take our rest.

Erasmus




PORTSMOUTH IN BLOOM

The children learn so much through their
participation in the gardening activities.
They do not really see it as a competition
and in some ways the fact they win a trophy
is not very important to them. The most
important thing for them is the process of
growing and caring for the plants. They can
usually tell visitors which plant they grew
from seed and which one they watered!

Not only have the children seen living things
develop from tiny seeds into flowers or fruit
and vegetables they have eaten at snack
time, they have also found out about the
importance of rain and sun.

They each planted two sunflower seeds in
milk bottles to take home and grow until
they were big enough to transplant back
into the gardens. Sadly, there was so much
rain about that time, the seeds became
waterlogged and did not grow.

The children were disappointed but learned
that the same sort of thing happens to the
crops which are grown in other countries
where they have really heavy rains so the
children living there do not have much food
to eat.

Many passers by talk to the children when
they go out on their daily task of watering
the pots and hanging baskets so the
children have learned how much it means
to our neighbours to see beautiful flowers
and a litter free environment.

We are just planning our display for next
year, which is, of course, the 100"
anniversary year for Saint Wilfrid's so we
had better make it very special!

Sallie Blandford
Keyworker at SWISHERS flc
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| am writing this newsletter having just
returned from the Parish Retreat at
Springhill Convent on the Isle of Wight. The
October weather has been glorious, the
hospitality of the Sisters was wonderful, and
Father Len Fox, who led us, gave us some
wonderful images and insights about life
and faith to take away, to mull over, and to
be part of that hopefully ongoing endeavour
to be more open to, and aware of, God’s
transforming presence within us. | think
everyone returned refreshed from the two
days, and having enjoyed getting to know
others from across the Parish rather better.

The celebration of our Patronal Festival this
year incorporated the Autumn Fair on Saint
Faith’s Day itself, and the Sung Eucharist
on the Sunday evening. The fair went very
well indeed, and a lot of hard work was
rewarded with our takings being just up on
last year. Father Bob and Revd Frances did
a wonderful job cajoling and persuading
passers-by to come in and check things out,
and many of them did. We had the
Chadwick family team in the kitchen in
charge of refreshments, and the Gates
family team in the entrance with tombola
and games, and a very happy atmosphere
as people wandered from stall to stall, or
took their rest over a cup of coffee and bowil
of soup. Many thanks to all the stallholders
and to all who lent a hand in so many ways.

We were very sad to learn that Father
Adam was ill with 'flu and would not be able
to preach for us at the Patronal Mass. It
was with his usual unflappability that Father
Bob stepped into the breach and preached
instead, and it was lovely to see Saint
Faith’s so full and with so many youngsters
there, both in the Parish Choir and the
congregation. It was a special weekend for
Saint Faith’s, and although we missed
seeing Father Adam and Theresa, one
which lifted the spirits and pointed us
forward to our ongoing mission here in
Landport, and as a vital part of the Parish.

On October 14" Jon and Jenny Stemp’s
granddaughter, (Mary Cooper’s great grand
daughter) who bears the excellent name
Charlotte, was brought to Saint Faith’s for a
service of Thanksgiving for the Gift of a
Child. Among Robert and Claire’s many
guests were several who remembered Saint
Faith’s from their childhood, and who had
come to Sunday School or even had duties
like trimming the candles. Charlotte was
delightfully composed and calm about the
fuss being made of her, and it was a very
happy family occasion linked to her first
birthday.

The Community Centre build goes on
apace, and the crane still dominates the
skyline. We have had some problems with
the security of the site, and the theft of lead
from the church roof. This seems to be a
huge problem nationwide, which makes
Saint Faith’s feel a little less, singled out for
attack. Once the Community Centre
building is completed and the flats
occupied, we will be in a less vulnerable
position. We look forward to it!

By the time you read this, | will have moved
to the new Parish Flat in Bill Sargent
Crescent. Someone has described moving
house as Life Laundering, which has rather
helped me to appreciate the value of it! I'm
sure there is a sermon there, somewhere.

Mother Charlotte




CONTACT DETAILS
Canon Bob White
The Vicarage, Fratton Road,
Portsmouth PO1 5PA
023 9282 2687
vicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Mother Charlotte Hetherington
2 Glebe Flats, Nutfield Place,
Portsmouth, PO1 4JF
023 9282 6892
assocvicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Father Terry Carter
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92293020
Rev. Frances Gates
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Father David Weir
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92293020
Rev. Sue Whitelock
C/o Parish Admin. Office
St. Faith’s Church
Crasswell Street
07810 002388
asstcurate@portseaparish.co.uk
Parish Deacons
Rev. Ken Appleford
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Rev. Emma D’Aeth
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Father Jamie Hawkey
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Licensed Reader and Pastoral
Support Worker
Jenny Stemp
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
jenny@portseaparish.org.uk

Parish Wardens

Irene James

106 Lidiard Gardens, Eastney

PO4 9LF

023 9273 0979

Stan Rudder

34 Ernest Road, Portsmouth PO1 5RB
023 9261 3617

Cluster Admin. Officer

Jan Bennett

Inner City Portsea Parishes Office
All Saints Centre, All Saints Church
Commercial Road, PO1 4BT

023 9229 3020

office @portseaparish.co.uk

Saint Faith’s Office
023 9282 7322

Parish Clerks

Janet Gillard, Sandra Harris and Ken
Noy (Saint Mary's Only)

Clo Cluster Admin. Officer

023 9229 3020 or 023 9281 4444
(The Parish Office is open on
Wednesdays from 6 p.m. — 7 p.m. for
the signing of papers and the booking
of Weddings and Baptisms.)

Director of Music

Michael Stoddart

11 Norfolk Street, Southsea
PO5 4DR 023 9229 8708

music@portseaparish.co.uk

CHURCH SERVICES

Saint Mary's

Sunday

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
(BCP)

10.00 a.m. Family Eucharist &

Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week

Monday 7 p.m.

Tuesday 11.30 a.m.

Wednesday 12 noon

Saturday 9.30 a.m.

Saint Faith's

Sunday

9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist and
Sunday Club

Holy Communion during the week

Tuesday 9.30 a.m.

Wednesday 9.30 a.m.

Friday 7 p.m.

Saint Wilfrid's

Sunday

9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist &

Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week
Tuesday 4 p.m.
Thursday 9.30 a.m.

For details of Sunday afternoon and
evening services in all three
churches, please see the weekly
pewsheet.




