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DEADLINE
The March issue of the magazine will be available
on Sunday February 24" .
The deadline will be Sunday February 10™.
Articles are always welcome, but publication is at the discretion of the Editor.

Saturday February 2 "

11.30 a.m.

Mass and Lunch at Saint Faith’s

Welcome of Confirmation Candidates

Preacher: Archdeacon of the Isle of Wight

Sunday February 3 "

10 a.m.

All Saints Catherington Choir at Saint

Mary’s

3.15 p.m.

Mass at Nicholson Gardens

Monday February 4th

10.30 a.m.

Mass at Hale Court

7.30 p.m.

Mass and Meditation at Saint Mary’s

Tuesday February 5th

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s

1.30 p.m.

TLC meets at Saint Mary’s

7.30 p.m.

Parish Caribbean Party at Fratton

Community Centre

February 6th

Ash Wednesday

Noon

Mass and Imposition of Ashes and Charity

Lunch at Saint Mary’s

7.30 p.m.

Parish Sung Mass and imposition of ashes

at Saint Mary’s

For Lent Programme and special services —
see Lent leaflet

Thursday February 7th

Noon

Charity Lunch at Saint Wilfrid’s

Friday February 8th

7.30 p.m.

Saint Faith’s DCC meets

Sunday February 10th

11.30 a.m.

May Fayre Meeting at Saint Mary’s

4 p.m.

Healing Service at Saint Faith’s
Monday February 11th

7.30 p.m.

30/50 Group meets at Parish Flat
Tuesday February 12th

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s

1.30 p.m.

Ecumenical Lent Group meets at Saint
Mary’s

Wednesday February 13th

Noon

Mass and Charity Lunch at Saint Mary’s
7 p.m.

Choral Meditation at Saint Mary’s
Thursday February 14th

Noon

Charity Lunch at Saint Wilfrid’s
Saturday February 16th

9.30 a.m.

Saint Mary’s DCC meets

10.30 a.m.

Valentine’s Coffee Morning at Saint Wilfrid’s
Monday February 18th

10.30 a.m.

Mass at Brunel Court

7.30 p.m.

Informal Mass and Parish Prayers
Tuesday February 19th

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s

1.30 p.m.

Ecumenical Lent Group meets at Saint
Mary’s

Wednesday February 20th

Noon

Mass and Charity Lunch at Saint Mary’s
7 p.m.

No Choral Meditation at Saint Mary’s
7.30 p.m.

Marriage Preparation course




Thursday February 21st

Noon

Charity Lunch at Saint Wilfrid’s
Saturday February 23rd

2.30 & 7.30 p.m.

Parish Panto at Saint Peter’'s Hall

- ‘Jack & the Beanstalk’

4 p.m.

Syrian Orthodox Community at Saint Mary’s
Sunday February 24th

4 p.m.

Benediction Service at Saint Wilfrid’s
Monday February 25th

7.30 p.m.

Exploring the Passion at Saint Mary’s
Tuesday February 26th

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s

1.30 p.m.

Ecumenical Lent Group meets

7.30 p.m.

Communications Group meets
Wednesday February 27th

Noon

Mass and Charity Lunch at Saint Mary’s
7 p.m.

Choral Evensong at Saint Mary’s
7.30 p.m.

Marriage Preparation Course
Thursday February 28th

Noon

Charity Lunch at Saint Wilfrid’s

Over the last couple of years we have been
very grateful for the work done voluntarily
by Michael Stoddart in developing our IT
systems so that we can have a more
efficient way of using the data and
information that we keep in the Parish
offices. He has recently established an
electronic diary system and we are about to
begin to transfer existing paper documents
to an electronic system which will enable
Jan, Rejenna and Jenny in the offices to
keep in touch with everyone —more
efficiently. To achieve this we will be using
the 3 family rolls for the 3 Churches and so
want to inform you that the data is held
electronically within a secure database.

If you have an objection or concern about
this, please let a member of the Ministry
team know.

RABBETTS SIGHT CARE

For
comprehensive eye examinations

Children and pre-school children
welcome

Wide range of spectacles suitable
for all ages

Contact Lenses
31 Fratton Road

Portsmouth
023 9282 715

Flowers at Saint Mary's

So often we can take things for granted. We
see things, but don’t stop to think about how
they get there. One example of this are the
floral displays at Saint Mary’s — which are
always beautiful and well presented -
thanks mainly to Jean and Helen. Most
years the cost of these is mainly covered by
the ‘fees’ we charge at Weddings for
flowers in the Church. This year we have
had fewer weddings and unfortunately the
fund is almost nil!

If you would like to donate towards the cost
of the flowers — either on a particular day in
memory or thanksgiving, or at Christmas, or
just in general - please see Jean Godfrey or
place a donation in a clearly marked
envelope in the Offertory Plate.

Thank you
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One of the interesting things that happened
over Christmas was the re-appearance in
my life of familiar things. Amongst all the
‘new’ toys that Father Christmas brought to
Pip and gifts from family and friends, there
were some old favourites. Christmas Day
afternoon (and Boxing Day and Dec 27"
and ...) were filled playing with Scalextric or
‘electric cars’ as Pip called it. Likewise Ker-
Plunk has become a regular feature of
‘playtime’. Both of these were favourites in
my childhood and playing them has brought
back many memories and also many
smiles! But in playing them with Pip, there
have also been new insights and twists and
more fun, for he brings to them his

interpretation and understanding ... and
rules! So something familiar has also
become something new and | have

discovered there is always more to learn —
even with something you thought you knew
well.

As we are about to enter Lent — almost
literally falling out of Christmas Season
(which ends with Candlemas on February
2"% into Ash Wednesday (February 6™) with
a brief pause for the Caribbean Party on the
way — it is good to be reminded of this. For
perhaps too often we think we have nothing
new to learn. We dismiss the familiar
pattern of services because we have ‘done
them’ all before.

This year in Lent we are all being
encouraged to explore afresh the ‘familiar’
services of Holy Week — the journey from
the Last Supper to the Cross and then to
the joy of the Resurrection; to discuss and
reflect on what those services and events
are about and what they show us of the
love of Christ for each of us; and how we
can reflect that in our worship and in our
lives. It will be looking at ‘familiar’ things,
which may invoke memories and thoughts,
but hopefully also with new insights and
understanding so that when we come to
Holy Week in March, we can all commit
ourselves to share the journey of Christ and
to celebrate his love and life.

So | hope we can each find time and space
this Lent to be with God and to look afresh
at our faith and worship.

Father Bob




Getting to know
the Parish Office Staff

Many of our readers will have heard the
names of Jan Bennett and Rejenna
Graham; some of you may have heard that
Rejenna was taking part in the Great South
Run recently to raise money for the Street
Pastors Scheme; like me, you may have
spoken to them on the phone or e-mailed
them, but many of us have never met them.
Recently | arranged to meet them at Saint
Faith’s, and they told me about their roles.

Jan has been working for the Parish since
April 2006, and is employed by the Kairos
Cluster. As well as working for three days a
week for Saint Mary’'s Parish, she also
works one day a week each for All Saints’
Church and Saint George’s Portsea. She is
based in an office at All Saints’.

Jan’s work is varied, and includes taking
bookings, producing posters, tickets and
leaflets, dealing with phone calls and
correspondence for the clergy whom she
supports and she also deals with various
rotas. (I have to add that my own role as
PCC Secretary has been made much
easier since Jan’s arrival as she helps to

sort out all the paperwork to be distributed
to the PCC members before each meeting!)

Rejenna only started working in September
2007, so is still getting to know the routine.
She works 12 hours a week for Saint Mary’s
Parish and is based in the office at Saint
Faith’s. She is concerned primarily with the
Parish Diary, typing the weekly newsletters
and dealing with phone calls.

Both Jan and Rejenna enjoy their work and
its variety. Rejenna, who is still quite new to
the Parish, told me that people have been
very kind and friendly and she especially
appreciates the support she has been given
as she learns how the Parish Office works.

Jan and Rejenna work in the background,
and some of you may never meet them face
to face, but their contributions are
invaluable, and we are very fortunate to
have two such committed administrators
working for our Parish.

Heather Rogers

Rejenna and Jan (seated) hard at work in the
Parish Office at Saint Faith’s




The last magazine seems so long ago and
so much has happened that it is difficult to
know where to start — and certainly
impossible to list every thing. But one of the
most obvious things that has not happened
is the appearance of the scaffolding and the
start of the work on the Tower. This is one
of those cases where there has been a lot
of work going on unseen behind the scenes
with the Architects, their advisors and the
contractors. The big issue has been
ensuring the safety of the scaffolding tower
and we hope this has now been resolved.
So by the time you read this ...we hope the
scaffolding will be underway! At the same
time, the work will start on the base of the
Tower with the work on the toilets in Jack’s
Cave and the glazing of the interior door on
the NW Porch. It is hoped this will be
completed fairly early on in the project. The
DCC will be meeting on February 16™ to
spend a morning considering the future
direction of our building and works
associated with it, as well as how we can
develop and support our provision of music.
If you have any thoughts on this, then
please pass them to Father Bob for the
meeting.

While much of the building work has been
unseen, most of the activity in December at
Saint Mary’s was very visible! The busiest
Carol season for many years saw a
constant changing of seating layout and a
constant stream of visitors through the door.
We owe a great thanks to all who helped
and supported the Ministry team over that
period — a veritable army of welcomers,
cleaners, musicians, admin staff and, of
course, our verger. At one point Father Bob
tried to count the number of people involved
and lost count around 80 or so ...The
reaction of the 6500 visitors was very
positive. Many commented on the quality of
the services and music, others the warmth
of the welcome (and some even the warmth
of the building!). It was a wonderful month
and there were so many highlights — the
photo board in the Church catches a
glimpse of the many different things, so
have a look and see what you missed!

Have you remembered
changes in Tax this April?

Just a quick reminder that the tax rates
will change this April. Why are we
reminding you? This is because it means
that the amount that we can reclaim on your
Gift Aid donations will also be changing. In
fact it is reducing (!), so it is important we
maximise the amount we receive as Gift
Aid.

If you (or your partner) are a Tax Payer and
make a financial donation to the Church,
however large or small, and for whatever
reason (not just in the collection, but also
for flowers or towards a project), then do
make sure you put it in an envelope (you
can find some at the back of the church),
clearly marked with your name and the
amount gift aided.

If you want more information, then please
contact Mary Swaffield at Saint Mary’s.




Vanessa, a member of Saint Mary’'s
congregation, writes about how her faith
was tested, then restored, over Christmas

Having had our house burgled on
Christmas Eve night while we were at
Midnight Mass, with the loss of half of the
girls’ Christmas presents and some of ours,
| must admit my faith, and my trust in
mankind, was seriously put to the test. |
was very angry and outraged that anyone
could violate my home and upset my
children to such a degree.

My faith and trust were very quickly
restored, however, when a very large
number of my friends came round as either
a huge emotional support or as most of
them did, armed with more presents than
they had in the first place! My friends have
yet again placed their hands in their pockets
and have been moved to tears at this
disgusting crime.

Prayer of the Month

Lord Jesus Christ:

Who in the days of thy flesh

Didst steadfastly set thy face

To go to Jerusalem;

Didst suffer the agony in the garden,
And dereliction of the cross ...

Who yet, for the joy that was set before
thee,

Didst endure the cross,

Despising the shame,

And art set down

At the right hand of God.

Strengthen us,

When we shrink from unknown ways,
Hold us firmly when we are afraid,;

Help us to follow thee without swerving
To the end;

Out of weakness, make us strong;
Lighten our darkness,

And beat down Satan under our feet;
And finally bring us unto everlasting life.

The Police and the insurance company
have been bending over backwards to help
us, so God has very clearly shown us that
although we have been victims, He has
given us friends in abundance. We are very
rich! Nothing can replace a lost Christmas,
but the knowledge that we are loved leaves
us with a good feeling.

Ten things God won't ask
you when you die

1. God won't ask what kind of car
you drove, He'll ask how many
people you drove who didn't have
their own transport.

2. God won't ask the size of your
house, He'lll ask how many
people you welcomed into your
home.

3. God won't ask about the clothes
you had in your wardrobe, He'll
ask how many people you helped
to clothe.

4. God won't ask which diet you
were on, He'll ask how many
hungry people you helped to
feed.

5. God won't ask what your highest
salary was, He'll ask if you
compromised your character to
obtain it.

6. God won't ask what your job title
was, He'll ask if you performed
your job to the best of your
ability.

7. God won't ask how many friends
you had, He'll ask how many
people to whom you were a
friend.

8. God wont ask in what
neighbourhood you lived, He'll
ask how you treated your
neighbours.

9. God won't ask about the colour of
your skin, He'll ask about the
content of your character.

10.God won't ask why it took you so
long to seek Him, He'll lovingly
take you into his Kingdom, not
leave you at the gates of Hell.
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This being the first Saint Faith’'s News of
2008, | begin by sending very best New
Year wishes to all who read this. At Saint
Faith’s we entered the New Year a little the
worse for wear, thanks to rainwater leaking
in through the ceiling over the prayer area.
This was the result of another theft of
copper just before Christmas, when it was
too late to find anyone to do the repairs until
after the break. The weight of water
eventually brought some of the plasterboard
down, but all is in hand for the repairs both
to the roof and internally, and at least we
are now watertight once more, even if only
with a temporary patching. All this shouldn’t
detract from looking back to a very
wonderful Christmas at Saint Faith‘s, with a
good crowd at Midnight Mass, and plenty of
visitors. That was a very special service, as
was the rather smaller gathering on
Christmas Day. Thanks to everyone who
helped in so many ways, both to make the
church look especially lovely, and to be so
welcoming to all who came.

| wrote in the last newsletter about that all-
season Trinity ‘fall’ that now hangs under
the aumbry on the East wall, and about the
plans for four more in the colours of the
seasons for the legillium where the Bible is

read from. The white one, for times of
festival, arrived just ready for our Christmas
celebrations, and is wonderfully vibrant,
with the Trinity design in central place. We
dedicated that on the Feast of the
Epiphany, and now await the completion of
the purple one, which we hope to have in
place for Lent.

Not long before Christmas, the committee
members of the Landport Community
Centre Association were given a guided
tour of the new community centre. This
involved the donning of high-visibility
jackets, safety boots and builders’ helmets,
all provided by Portsmouth Housing
Association and Brymor, the contractors. It
was very exciting to see the new centre; to
note how spacious it was; and just how
good the facilities are going to be, with a
variety of meeting rooms, a main hall, an IT
suite, and a kitchen which will be equipped
for training purposes as well as for serving
the ‘café street’ and being available for
functions in the hall. The committee is now
meeting much more frequently as decisions
are made about everything from colour
schemes and flooring choices to all the job
specifications for the role of Centre
Manager. All the meetings take place in the
Barnabas room at Saint Faith’'s. The
committee is always keen to welcome new
members, and it has been really good that a
number have come forward in recent
months, bringing new insights and
strengths. Meanwhile the building work
goes on day by day, with the odd closure of
the road and other excitements in its wake.

By the time the magazine comes out, the
Christmas season with its weeks of
Epiphany, will have come to an end with the
Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the
Temple (or Candlemas for short!l). The
Parish Mass at Saint Faith’s on February
2" will mark the beginning of the journey
towards confirmation for those seeking that,
and the shortest of breathers for us all
before we move on into Lent. May your
journeying be fruitful and blessed by God’s
grace.

Mother Charlotte




Maybe my New Year resolution should
have been not to leave writing an article for
the parish magazine until the last minute! |
trust that any resolutions you have made
have not yet been broken?! As our thoughts
turn away from Christmas, and our Lenten
preparations begin, | thought | would recap
on some of the things we got up to during
the month of December!

Both the Christmas Fair and Christmas
Tree Festival were great successes; a big
thank you to all who gave their time and
talents to achieve this. Our crib service was
well attended with our children thinking
about their own journey to the crib. As the
children drew pictures of themselves,
Christingles were prepared by the bigger
children! It really was a hive of activity!
Thank you to SWISHERS for creating the
Crib, it helped focus our celebrations and
has been greatly admired! Thank you again
to all who sang, served, cleaned, and read
over the Christmas Season.

The visit of ‘The Madding Crowd’ marked
the beginning of a year or celebration for us
at Saint Wilf's. The performance of
Christmas music from the Village Bands

and Quires of the 17" to 19" centuries as
well as The Mummers’ Play was enjoyed by
one and all. The evening certainly set the
scene not just for Christmas but for the year
ahead. Our centenary celebrations
continue in June with a concert on 4 June
and a Centenary Dinner in Church on 13
June. The cost of the dinner is £15 per
person (with a subsidy for the under 18'’s).
More details of the events planned can be
found in the ‘Celebrating 100 vyears’
programme — copies available in church!

Let me take this opportunity of reminding
you that this year our charity lunches will be
held on the 3™ Thursday of each month —
with the exception of Lent when they are
held every week! January’s charity lunch
was in support of ‘Off the Record’ and was
both enjoyed and well supported. The next
lunch is on 7" February!

A Valentines coffee morning is to be held
on Saturday 16 February when | am sure
that yet again another cake will be fought
over, | mean auctioned! Although I'm not
sure if the elastic band ball will have grown
any bigger?! Our Spring Fair is to be held
on Saturday 1% March, let's hope it will be
as good as the Christmas one! So now is
the time to ‘spring’ into action by offering
any help or support you can into making
these events both memorable and
successful!

Revd Sue

Blest are the ears that hear, the eyes that
see,

When God reveals himself in human
guise;

Unlearned, little gifted, lightly prized —

Yet they beside the Lake of Galilee,

Saw something that was hidden from the
wise,

And seeing, humbly followed after Christ.

Anonymous




The Madding Crowd at
Saint Wilfrid’s

On Sunday 16™ December Saint Wilfrid's
was full for an enjoyable and entertaining
evening in the company of “The Madding
Crowd”. This group researches and
performs the church and secular music of
the English village bands and choirs in the
period 1660 to 1861. About thirty people
took part, all dressed in costumes of the
period of the late 19" Century — smocks,
long dresses, breeches, neckerchiefs etc.

During the concert we were told the history
of some of the music used in church. The
Puritans destroyed most organs in country
churches, so after the Restoration of the
Monarchy, instruments were brought in to
lead the singing. Galleries were built at the
west end of churches for the singers and
players, who, besides leading the musical
parts of the Sunday services, played for
dancing at harvest-time and Christmas, led
the Club Walk at Whitsun, and when
invasion threatened led the militia on
parade.

The musical mainstays of church services
were the metrical psalms, either the Old
Version from 1562, or the New Version from
1696. The New Version is represented in

today's hymn books by only two survivors:
Psalm 34 “Through all the changing scenes
of life” and Psalm 42 “As pants the hart for
cooling streams”. The Old Version is
represented by the Old 100th (Psalm 100 in
the OId Version) “All people that on earth do
dwell”. Each church used its own favourite
tunes for many psalms. Much of the music
is quite unknown today, partly as a result of
its deliberate suppression by the Oxford
Movement during the middle of the 19th
Century.

It was interesting to hear about a Christmas
carol we still sing today “While Shepherds
Watch'd”. This is a paraphrase of Luke 2,
which appeared in the Supplement to the
New Version of the Metrical Psalms in
about 1700. Metrical psalms were normally
bound with the Book of Common Prayer, so
these words had a special place in the
churches, where carols were not normally
sung. Each village had its own preferred
tune for them, and the choir sang each of
the six verses of the carol to a different
tune, selected from over 150 known to have
been used. We also heard the Sussex
Carol, which was the Madding Crowd’s own
arrangement of the well-known folk carol
"On Christmas night all Christians sing"
which we still know today.

Some of the Madding Crowd performers enjoying refreshments
during the interval.




The audience was invited to join in with
“Christians Awake, Salute the Happy Morn”
and it was interesting to discover that the
words were originally written by John Byrom
(1691-1763) as a Christmas present for his
daughter Dolly. Another carol we joined in
with was the Dilly Carol which is a variant of
“Green Grow the Rushes O, collected in
West Cornwall in about 1900.

During the interval everyone enjoyed drinks
and mince pies, and there was a chance to
look more closely at all the Christmas Trees
in Saint Wilfrid’s for their Christmas Tree
Festival.

The group also performed a Mummers
Play, which originated from Tichborne. It
was written down from memory by one of
the players in the 1920s.

The Mummers Play

Mummers' Plays have been performed in
this country for hundreds of years. They are
folk dramas based on the legend of Saint
George and were originally mime or dumb
shows (Mummers comes from the Middle
English word “mum”, meaning silent) where
all the performers were disguised and
known as 'Guisers'. All the characters were
played by men who kept the same part for
many years. Eventually, dialogue was
added, but was passed on by word-of-
mouth.  Consequently, the 'Chinese
Whispers' effect over the centuries and the
loss of the real significance of the original
story, makes present day performances
very entertaining but virtually meaningless
to most audiences.

The principal characters are Saint George,
sometimes known as King George, Slasher,
the Turkish Knight, the King of Egypt, the
Doctor and several men-at-arms who
challenge Saint George to a duel and are
subsequently slain. The Doctor enters and
demonstrates his skill by resuscitating the
dead knights. Many historians believe that
this drama is a celebration of the death of
the year and its resurrection in the Spring.

More events organised to celebrate Saint
Wilfrid’s Centenary include:

June 4™ at 7.30 p.m.

Concert by Entertainment Unlimited
June 13" at 7.30 p.m.

Centenary Dinner

Weekend of October 12 ™

Saint Wilfrid’s Day

It is hoped that from the Friday to Sunday
there will be a Barn Dance, a Concert and
other events for all ages, culminating in a
Patronal Sung Mass with the Bishop on
October 12" at 6.30 p.m.




CONTACT DETAILS
Canon Bob White
The Vicarage, Fratton Road,
Portsmouth PO1 5PA
023 9282 2687
vicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Mother Charlotte Hetherington
No. 10, St. Mary’s Parish Flat
1 Bill Sargent Crescent
Portsmouth PO1 4JP
023 9282 6892
assocvicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Father Terry Carter
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92293020
Rev. Frances Gates
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Father David Weir
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92293020
Rev. Sue Whitelock
Clo Parish Admin. Office
St. Faith’s Church
Crasswell Street
07810 002388
asstcurate@portseaparish.co.uk
Parish Deacons
Rev. Ken Appleford
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Rev. Emma D’Aeth
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Father Jamie Hawkey
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Licensed Reader and Pastoral
Support Worker
Jenny Stemp
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
jenny@portseaparish.org.uk

Parish Wardens

Irene James

106 Lidiard Gardens, Eastney

PO4 9LF

023 9273 0979

Stan Rudder

34 Ernest Road, Portsmouth PO1 5RB
023 9261 3617

Cluster Admin. Officer

Jan Bennett

Inner City Portsea Parishes Office
All Saints Centre, All Saints Church
Commercial Road, PO1 4BT

023 9229 3020

office@portseaparish.co.uk

Saint Faith’s Office
023 9282 7322

Parish Clerks

Janet Gillard, Sandra Harris and Ken
Noy (Saint Mary's Only)

Clo Cluster Admin. Officer

023 9229 3020 or 023 9281 4444
(The Parish Office is open on
Wednesdays from 6 p.m. — 7 p.m. for
the signing of papers and the booking
of Weddings and Baptisms.)

Director of Music

Michael Stoddart

11 Norfolk Street, Southsea
PO5 4DR 023 9229 8708

music@portseaparish.co.uk

CHURCH SERVICES

Saint Mary's

Sunday

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
(BCP)

10.00 a.m. Family Eucharist &

Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week

Monday 7 p.m.

Tuesday 11.30 a.m.

Wednesday 12 noon

Saturday 9.30 a.m.

Saint Faith's

Sunday

9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist and
Sunday Club

Holy Communion during the week

Tuesday 9.30 a.m.

Wednesday 9.30 a.m.

Friday 7 p.m.

Saint Wilfrid's

Sunday

9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist &

Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week
Tuesday 4 p.m.
Thursday 9.30 a.m.

For details of Sunday afternoon and
evening services in all three
churches, please see the weekly
pewsheet




