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DEADLINE
The June issue of the magazine will be available on Sunday May 25",
The deadline will be Sunday May 11",
Articles are always welcome, but publication is at the discretion of the Editor.

Thursday May 1st

7.30 p.m.

Ascension Day Mass and Commissioning of
PCC at Saint Mary’s

Monday May 5th

10 a.m. — 4 p.m. MAY FAYRE at Saint
Mary’s

Tuesday May 6th

10.30 a.m.

No Bible Study at Saint Mary’s

1.30p.m.

TLC meets at Saint Mary’s - Pentecost
Wednesday May 7th

Noon

Mass and Charity Lunch at Saint Mary’s
2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’'s — Poems

7 p.m.

Mass followed by Parish Mother’s Union
meets at Saint Wilfrid’s

7.30 p.m.

Marriage Preparation Course at Saint
Mary’s

Thursday May 8th

7.30 p.m.

Cluster Spirituality Group meets at Saint
Mary’s

Saturday May 10th

Parish Trip to Mottisfont Abbey Garden
Concert at Saint Mary’s - Portsmouth High
School

Sunday May 11 ™ Pentecost

11.30 a.m.

Parish and Deputy Wardens Meeting at
Saint Mary’s

Noon

Baptism Preparation at Saint Mary’s




Sunday May 11 ™

5p.m.

Three Saints meets at Saint Mary’s
Monday May 12 "

10.30 a.m.

Mass at Hale Court

7.30 p.m.

30/50 Group meets at Parish Flat
Tuesday May 13th

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint. Mary’s

7.30 p.m.

Parish Standing Committee meets
Wednesday May14th

2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s- Marriage
Customs

7.30 p.m.

Marriage Preparation Course
Thursday May 15 ™

Noon Charity Lunch at Saint Wilfrid’s
Friday May 16th—Sunday 18th

Finnish Choir Visit from Turku and Concert
at Saint Mary’s

Sunday May 18th

10 a.m.

Parish Mass and Confirmation Service at
Saint Mary’s

3.15 p.m.

Mass at Nicholson Gardens

Monday May 19th

10.30 a.m.

Mass at Brunel Court

7.30 p.m.

Informal Mass & Prayer at Audrey
Johnson’s

Tuesday May 20th

9.30 a.m.

Healing Service at Saint Faith’s

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s

1.30 p.m.

TLC meets at Saint Mary’s, Horticulture—
Mary Kells

7.30 p.m.

Communication Group meets at Saint
Mary’s

Wednesday May 21

2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s ‘The Two
Bills’

7.30 p.m.

Marriage Preparation Course at Saint
Mary’s

Saturday May 24 ™

10.30 a.m.

Coffee Morning at Saint Faith’s

7 p.m.

Prom Praise at Guildhall—All Souls
Orchestra conducted by Noel Tredinnick
Sunday May 25th

4 p.m.

Baptism Service at Saint Mary’s
5p.m.

Three Saints meets at Saint Mary’s
Tuesday May 27th

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s
Wednesday May 28th

2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s — Cream
Teal

Thursday May 29th

7.30 p.m.

Journey Prayer Group meets at Saint
Faith’s

Friday May 30th

7 p.m.

Nurture Group meets

Saturday May 31st

5p.m.

Syrian Orthodox Church Service at Saint
Mary’s




pather BoP writes

We have just finished the round of Annual
Church meetings and are preparing for our
Annual Parish meeting and the common
message has been ‘thank you’. This year
the annual meetings have given us a
chance to acknowledge some of those
people who have supported the life of our 3
Churches in particular ways. At Saint
Wilfrid’s we recognised Arthur Tagg's 27
years of service as Deputy Warden — we
gave thanks for his commitment and his
enthusiasm, and for always asking the
difficult question at meetings (often a
guestion that needed to be asked!). At Saint
Mary’'s we thanked Jean Alford for her
many years of service as Stewardship
Secretary — an often unseen and
unrecognised job — which she has done
efficiently, but also with a pastoral care for
those ‘on her lists’. This month we also will
be thanking Michael Stoddart for his work
and ministry as Director of Music — he has
achieved so much and we have enjoyed the
music he and the choirs have produced. At
the Parish meeting we will be thanking Stan
for his 6 years as Parish Warden — a post to
which he has bought his own and distinct
style and ability to encourage and enthuse
others; and lastly, to Margaret Thomas for
her work as Parish Treasurer, especially in
the last year. Her skills and knowledge have
been invaluable in dealing with major
projects as well as day to day accounts.

What is important about all of these
individuals is that they have been
‘themselves’ and have generously shared
their gifts and personalities with us in the

roles they have filled. In one sense we are
thanking all of them for being who they are
and for their lives of faith and service.

The annual meeting season coincided this
year with the deaths of Jerry Hibbs and
Doris Carpenter at Saint Mary’s. Both of
them had likewise been ‘themselves’ and
shared their lives of faith and service with
us. They both had contributed to the life of
the Church in special ways and both will be
missed — our love and prayers go to their
families.

On May 1% Ascension Day we will gather to
celebrate with a Parish Mass at 7.30 p.m. at
Saint Mary’'s — at that service the PCC
members will commit themselves to ‘serve
God and his people’ for the coming year. |
hope you may join them at that service and
think about how you, by being ‘yourself,
can use the gifts and abilites God has
given to you to serve him in your lives and
in our community. The ‘thank yous’ at the
Annual Meetings have been given not just
to the ‘select few’ but to each and every
member of the Church — for it is the
contribution that we each make, the part
that each of us plays, that enables us to be
the people of God in this place.

So ‘thank you’ for all you have done in the
past year — and all you will do in the year
ahead!

Father Bob




Confirmation Preparation 2008

As we prepare for this year's Confirmation
on May 18th with Bishop Kenneth, we've
been exploring key themes of Christian
belief and discipleship on Sunday mornings
after Mass at Saint Mary’s. Confirmation is
a very important sacrament of Christian
initiation, as the candidates confirm the
promises made on their behalf at their
baptisms as their own, and as they receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit as the Bishop lays
hands upon them, and anoints them with
holy oil. This year's group has combined
both adults and children, twelve people
from across the parish: Celia, Leanne,
Amanda, Louise, Daniel, Harry, Ulla, Sarah,
Josh, Sam, Emma and Emilie.

Our discussions have largely been
focussed around the structure of a Sunday
Mass, and have been led each week by a
different member of the Ministry Team. We
have been thinking about how we give glory
to God, how and why we pray, how we read
and understand the Bible (and most
especially the Gospels), why we say we’re
sorry for our sins and about how we receive
God’s forgiveness.

One of the most memorable sessions for
me personally was when the candidates
were asked to come up with words that
described God. The list was so huge,
imaginative and rich that it filled two large
pieces of paper which we stuck to the front
of the Altar in Saint Boniface’s Chapel, and
it reminded me of the 99 Names and
Attributes of Allah in the Islamic tradition!
This limitless glory of God is at the heart of
what we are offered in Confirmation. As we
turn to him in faith, commitment and trust,
God promises once again to share this
glory and endess life with us.

Just to close with two requests: firstly,
please pray for all our candidates as they
prepare for this wonderful moment in their
Christian discipleship. Secondly, do try to
make sure that you're at Mass on Sunday
May 18th to support our candidates as they
make their confirmation promises and, in
most cases, receive Holy Communion for

the first time. It's also a great opportunity for
us all to reaffirm our membership of Christ’s
Church. We will continue our sessions after
the Confirmation Mass itself, and hopefully
in next month’s magazine one or two of the
newly-confirmed will share their thoughts
and experiences! Watch this space... and
pray for us all.

Father Jamie

Andrew Frost
and Jayne Beveridge

Scott Rowlands
and Laura Bramble




Choir Tour to Ripon
o - 13" April

Recently Saint Mary’s Choir visited Ripon —
here are some contributions from them to
give us a taste of what happened!

We managed to hire a couple of minibuses
and clambered in at a ridiculously early
hour on Wednesday morning. The journey
was fairly uneventful, blessed with sunny
weather and good road conditions. We had
a picnic lunch in Spofforth Castle, a
childhood haunt of Martin’s and we played
hide and seek to use up some of the spare
energy. On arrival, we were joined by Mark,
an organ scholar from Cambridge and
Michael, a bass from Leeds.

Lightwater theme park

High Swings, Tower of Terror, Eagles Claw
and the ULTIMATE (longest roller coaster in
Europe) were some of the favourites.
However the Saint Mary’'s Team Dodgems
has to rate as the Number One hit; Mr
Stoddart  driving around  backwards
ramming everyone in sight (particularly
family members). Alas, Maddie suffered
with a disobedient car and, having been
forced into corner by numerous “friends”,
had to be rescued (twice) by the charming
assistant.

Brimham Rocks

These amazing miracles of nature have
been formed out of sandstone worn away
from the harder gritstone beneath. They are
like huge boulders of curious shapes and
invite you to explore and climb. The children
and more energetic adults raced from rock
to rock, clambering up, around, over and
through them. Father Jamie put up a good
show racing the trebles but will have to do
some serious training before the next trip in
order to develop his stamina and speed!

Playing cards until 1.30am

Despite an exhausting itinerary, the adults
indulged in various card games until the
early hours (once the younger contingent
was tucked up in bed). The darker side of
personalities were thus revealed, some
more predictable than others. Father Jamie
failed miserably to lie convincingly when
playing “Cheat” although others, such as Mr
Rye, triumphed time and time again.

Early morning escapades

Not to be outdone, the children were up,
dressed and out for a walk at 6 a.m. daily to
enjoy the beautiful scenery. The bunkhouse
was situated in the middle of the Yorkshire
moors, surrounded by field upon field of
heather, sheep, bog, the odd horse and not
far from a stunning reservoir. Alas,
Elisabeth regretted having insisted that the
children should be accompanied at ALL
times when going out?! By Saturday
everyone was getting somewhat tired and
we thought we would be in for a little lie-in.
However at 6.15 a.m. some bright spark
happened to look out of the window and
discovered a good covering of snow. The
cry went up and the bunkhouse was soon
full of shouts, stamping feet and excited
voices as they all ran out to play in the
white stuff.




Ripon Cathedral (after all - the aim of
the trip)

The first day we arrived in Ripon after a
long journey north. We entered the
cathedral and were struck by its grandeur
and beauty. Everyone spoke in hushed
tones and meekly filed down the stairs into
the song school. Concentration was keen
throughout the rehearsal and resulted in a
beautiful evensong.

Every morning after breakfast the choir
congregated upstairs in the bunkhouse to
rehearse briefly, especially the psalms (15
in all over 5 days - quite a marathon). The
choir behaved impeccably, rehearsing and
singing evensong each day (Matins and
Eucharist on Sunday) despite an
exhausting day of action. On minimal
rehearsal they performed stunningly and did
Saint Mary’'s proud. Many compliments
were received, a great credit to all Michael’s
hard work over the past 4 years.

CASEMENT WINDOWS
QUALITY PRODUCTS USED
BOX SASH WINDOWS
RELIABLE, FRIENDLY, CLEAN
FREE ESTIMATES

OLD & NEW WORK

ALL AREAS COVERED

D PLUMBLEY
QUALITY PAINTER & DECORATOR

44 PAIGNTON AVENUE
COPNOR, PORTSMOUTH
PO3 6LL

023 92 618009
07812773498

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PAINTING




As | write, there is an air of expectation and
hope across the parish. It would seem that
whilst some just can’t wait for the Parish
AGM or the May Fayre, others just can'’t
wait for this year’s FA Cup Final! Itis lovely
to see so much blue and white in and
around the parish and it was also good to
know that both SWISHERS and last
month’s charity lunch went ‘blue’ to show
their support both for our local team and for
the Tom Prince Cancer Trust.

It is good to see the recent transformation
of the kitchen at Saint Wilf's. Thanks to a
SWISHERS bid to the Government’'s
Children Centre initiative, it has been
possible to upgrade our kitchen and provide
additional sockets and heaters in the
lounge. These improvements will not just
benefit ourselves, but mean that the
building is more usable for activities run
through the Fratton Children’s Centre of
which SWISHERS is a part.

On the 27" April we welcomed Chloe-May
Ann Fowler, her family and friends on the
occasion of her Baptism. It was good to
have the Revd Meg Kirby assist on the day
and a big thank you to those who stayed on
to welcome our visitors.

Another important date to note for the diary
is 18™ May, when the parish gathers for the
Confirmation Service. Our candidates at
Saint Wilfrid’'s are Josh Game, Samantha
Marlow and Emma Marlow. 1 trust that you
will pray for them and for all the candidates
as they prepare for their Confirmation.

The May Fayre is drawing ever closer; so
the donations of cake, plants and books are
most welcome. Dot C will gladly take any
unwanted coat hangers off your hands for
her stall;, whilst the Rainbows and
SWISHERS would welcome donations of
toys and unwanted gifts for their ‘Pick and
Mix’ stall. Last year we were lucky enough
to have a ‘team’ of helpers who came along
just to help set up and clear away after the
event which helped enormously!! If anyone
is able to help in any of the above, please
see either Chris Lavis or myself.

Revd Sue

You will remember that in last month’s issue
we paid tribute to Arthur Tagg who is
standing down as Saint Wilfrid’s Deputy
Warden. Here he writes about his years as
Deputy Warden.

HOW MANY??

For me 1981 was one of those years! In
March Gordon Holder resigned as deputy
warden at Saint Wilfrid’s, having declared
for the second successive year that his
health was really not up to it.

So | volunteered to do the job... did |
really?




In June it was announced the workforce in

the Dockyard was to be drastically cut.
Having spent 24 years there, culminating in
a comfortable and steady position, | was
faced with some decisions to make. In
November | started work at De La Rue in a
frenetic office and responsible for the build
of money counting machines for the Bank of
England with impossible deadlines and no
materials. What a difference!!

Life suddenly became extraordinarily busy
but very exciting — a young family and a
Scout Troop to run all added to the fun. |1
must immediately thank Joy for supporting
me through those times and also mention
Ken Appleford’'s encouragement and help.
Not forgetting of course the six priests and
three vicars who have always given me
help when needed.

Thinking back on the things achieved at the
Church in those years, | am surprised at
how long the list is. Most areas of the
Church have been refurbished from a new
roof to new toilets, an upgraded heating
system to a complete redecoration of the
upper hall.

It is only since | retired in 2001 that | have
really been involved in the day to day
running of the Church and 1 still marvel at
the number of people who undertake the
miscellany of tasks required to keep the
Church ticking along. My sudden illness at
the end of 2001 really made me quite
humble when | was overwhelmed by the
number of get well cards | received. It was
the showstopper of the ward!!

Since 2001 it has been a gratifying
experience to be part of Church life. The
Thursday service especially has become a
weekly “must attend” event. Since Joy
retired in 2005, SWISHERS has been a
great part of our lives and has enabled
more of the community to be an active part
of the Mission. Together with the uniformed
organisations and other hall users, there is
activity and noise in the building for more
than twelve hours every weekday which |
am sure would meet with the vision that

Garbett had when he dreamt of a Mission
Church all those years ago.

We are now looking forward to what the
future may bring. A new church? A new
beginning? Whatever happens, | know
the heart of Saint Wilfrid’s will continue.
We may not all agree on the way
forward, but | know we all agree that the
way is forward at Saint Wilfrid's.
Perhaps Garbett had the right idea — just
do it.

| cannot believe that twenty seven years
have gone by, more like twenty seven
weeks — | must have had fun. Didn’t 1??

Arthur Tagg

STREET PASTORS ARE
LAUNCHING OUT ON
SATURDAYS!

Reverend Frances and I, along with the
ministry team, were invited to attend the
commissioning on Saturday 5™ April (a
special day in another respect as
Portsmouth football team had just won their
place in the FA Cup Final') to meet and
support the new Street Pastors (18 of them)
who have completed their 12 sessions of
training and were about to "hit the streets’ of
Pompey that very evening.

The service was held at the Oasis Centre.
There were some special guests in
attendance: Lord Mayor Councillor Mike
Blake and the Chief Superintendent David
Peacock. Each of them gave a very
encouraging testimony to the incredible
work and ministry of these dedicated
volunteers who as street pastors provide a
much needed calming influence for the
young revellers in the bars and clubs in and
around the Guildhall.

Their holistic training has inspired and
equipped them all including personal safety,
drug and alcohol awareness, listening skills
and how to communicate the Gospel




“appropriately”. In other words, they are
trained not to ‘hit people over the head with
the Bible’! They have built strong teams of
four and will be out on the streets every
Saturday night from 10 p.m. till 3 a.m.

The "'new’ Street Pastors were invited to tell
us why they had felt called to this ministry
and also gave us some very moving
examples of their experiences with some
young people who were often found in
vulnerable and distressed states, due to
excessive alcohol and sometimes drug
intake.

The street pastors said they had picked up
over 300 hundred bottles and glass, given
out over 50 pairs of flip flops to young
women who could no longer walk in their
high heels!

They have engaged with people in other
ways too: calming aggressive situations,
cleaning people up with water/wet wipes,
supporting people who are vulnerable and
getting numerous people safely to taxis.

There has been so much positive feed back
from paramedics, the police and the door
staff of the local clubs and even a
nomination for “Best Bar None” award!

After the commissioning Revd Frances and
| spoke to some of the new street pastors.
They come from a variety of churches in
and around Portsmouth who support them
by prayer and encouragement. They see
their role as very much putting their faith
into action, of being alongside people, as a
compassionate presence of Christ, of going
out into the world to be among His people
as that light and immense tenderness of
Christ. They are non-judgemental and |
think they are greatly respected by the
people they try to help. So far they said they
have had contact with nearly 2000 young
people mostly aged between 18-25.

On reflection | think this is another exciting
and full of hidden potential form of youth
ministry which is so relevant and practical in
its service of these young people in need.

The Street Pastors are engaging in
ministry with the real world, they see

people in very vulnerable situations and
literally pick people up from the gutter
and try to give them their dignity back as
human beings and often in quite hostile
conditions.

One of the prayers of Saint Theresa of
Avilla is so appropriate for them:

Christ has no body now on earth but yours;
Yours are only hands with which he can do
his work,

Yours are the only feet with which he can
go about this world,

Yours are the only eyes through which his
compassion can shine forth upon a troubled
world.

Christ has no body but yours.

The Oasis Centre was certainly buzzing
with excitement and expectancy that
evening!

If you would like to know more about Street
Pastors the Area Co-ordinator is Elly
Mulvany and she can be contacted at:
Oasis- The Venue, l1la Upper Arundel
Street, Landport, Portsmouth, PO1 1NP.

If you would like to be involved in the prayer
support for the Street Pastors or help with
donations/sponsor a Street Pastor please
email Kevin Sumner on
prayer07@portsmouthO7.orangehome.co.uk or
just come and speak to any of the ministry
team.

Deacon Emma

In one sense, Pentecost can never
happen again. In another sense, it
may always be happening, since we
live in the age of the Spirit.

Arthur Skevington Wood
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New life comes in so many forms.

Sometimes it is just the opening of a door- a
new opportunity presents itself, and we
have the choice to walk through the door, or
let it close. It felt a bit like that when Saint
Faith’s were asked to provide a temporary
base for the new Community Centre
Manager, Jo Kerr. She starts her job in
early May, but the Community Centre itself
will not be fully ready before the autumn. In
the meantime the Saint Faith’s office has
room for another desk, and the chance to
make her welcome. Not only will we gain
some much-needed income from the
arrangement, but it will foster our
connections with the new Centre as it gets
under way. A plus point too is that Jo
already knows us, and is well known in the
community, and we look forward to helping
her settle into the new role.

This time of year in the church is always
marked by the round of Annual Church
Meetings, and Saint Faith’s was held on
April 6™, the 3™ Sunday of Easter. Despite a
certain disregard on my part for the true
order of the agenda, we received reports
about all the different aspects of church life,
and were reminded again of its variety and
scope. These meetings are always a good

opportunity to thank everyone for what they
do in the service of the church, and to
remind us all that the bigger picture is about
being a sign of Christ's love, and about
sharing his risen life with others. There is
always so much to celebrate and be
thankful for.

The same day happened to be my birthday,
and the day the snow arrived in Portsmouth
- proper snow that settled, although only
really for a morning. | can’t remember ever
having celebrated a snowy birthday before
and altogether it was a lovely day. We have
had other celebrations too - for the Stemps
their ruby wedding anniversary, and more
recently Jenny’s 60™ birthday - so plenty of
excuses for delicious cake after the service!

The May Fayre draws ever closer and
preparations are well underway for our
usual Saint Faith’s corner. Last year we
were windswept and rather cold, this year —
well, who knows? | think it unlikely to be
snowing, and we hope of course for
glorious sunshine, but one thing is for sure -
it has certainly come round quickly! I'd
better get down to making that fudge......

Mother Charlotte




CONTACT DETAILS
Canon Bob White

The Vicarage, Fratton Road,
Portsmouth PO1 5PA

023 9282 2687
vicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Mother Charlotte Hetherington
No. 10, St. Mary’s Parish Flat
1 Bill Sargent Crescent
Portsmouth PO1 4JP

023 9282 6892
assocvicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Father Terry Carter

Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92293020

Rev. Frances Gates

Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020

Father David Weir

Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92293020

Rev. Sue Whitelock

Clo Parish Admin. Office

St. Faith’s Church

Crasswell Street

07810 002388

asstcurate@portseaparish.co.uk
Parish Deacons

Rev. Ken Appleford

C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020

Rev. Emma D’Aeth

C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020

Father Jamie Hawkey

C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020

Licensed Reader and Pastoral
Support Worker

Jenny Stemp

Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
jenny@portseaparishes.org.uk

Parish Wardens

Irene James

106 Lidiard Gardens, Eastney

PO4 9LF

023 9273 0979

Stan Rudder

34 Ernest Road, Portsmouth PO1 5RB
023 9261 3617

Cluster Admin. Officer

Jan Bennett

Inner City Portsea Parishes Office
All Saints Centre, All Saints Church
Commercial Road, PO1 4BT

023 9229 3020
admin@portseaparishes.org.uk

Parish Office

Rejenna Graham

023 92 822990
office@portseaparish.co.uk

Saint Faith’s Office
023 9282 7322

Parish Clerks

Janet Gillard, Sandra Harris and Ken
Noy (Saint Mary's Only)

Clo Cluster Admin. Officer

023 9229 3020 or 023 9281 4444

(The Parish Office is open on
Wednesdays from 6 p.m. — 7 p.m. for
the signing of papers and the booking
of Weddings and Baptisms.)

CHURCH SERVICES

Saint Mary's

Sunday

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
(BCP)

10.00 a.m. Family Eucharist &

Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week

Monday 7 p.m.

Tuesday 11.30 a.m.

Wednesday 12 noon

Saturday 9.30 a.m.

Saint Faith's

Sunday

9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist and
Sunday Club

Holy Communion during the week

Tuesday 9.30 a.m.

Wednesday 9.30 a.m.

Friday 7 p.m.

Saint Wilfrid's

Sunday

9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist &

Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week
Tuesday 4 p.m.
Thursday 9.30 a.m.

For details of Sunday afternoon and
evening services in all three
churches, please see the weekly
pewsheet




