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DEADLINE
The October issue of the magazine will be
available on Sunday September 28",
The deadline will be Sunday September 14",
Articles are always welcome, but publication is
at the discretion of the Editor.

Monday Sept 1st

10.30 a.m.

Mass at Hale Court

7.30 p.m.

Mass & Meditation at Parish Flat
Tuesday Sept 2nd

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint. Mary’s
Wednesday Sept 3rd

Noon

Mass and Charity Lunch at Saint Mary’s
2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s

Table Games

7 p.m.

Mass followed by Parish Mother’s Union
meets at Saint Wilfrid’s

Sunday Sept 7th

Noon

Parish BBQ Lunch at Saint Mary’s

A chance to catch up with friends old and
new and enjoy a barbecue lunch (tickets

available for £1.50) following the 10 a.m.

morning service. The barbecue will be
followed by the Friends of Saint Mary’'s

AGM. This group, which all are welcome to

join — supports the young people of the

Parish and the care of the historic and
beautiful building of Saint Mary’s — if you
are interested in being a ‘Friend’ please
phone 023 92 293020

Monday Sept 8th

7 p.m.

Mass at Saint Mary’s

7.30 p.m.

30/50 Group meets at the Parish Flat
Tuesday Sept 9th

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s

1.30 p.m.

TLC meets at Saint Mary’s

Wednesday Sept 10th

2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’'s —The
Two Bills

Saturday Sept 13th

Historic Churches Bike Ride

Saint Mary’s Nearly New and Open Day
10.30 a.m.

Coffee Morning at Saint Wilfrid’s

Sunday Sept 14th

11.30 a.m.

Spirituality Group meets at Saint Mary’s
3.15 p.m.

Mass at Nicholson Gardens

4 p.m.

Concert at Saint Mary’s

The Annual Concert given by the Choir and
musicians of Saint Mary’s Church. This is a
celebration of the work of the Music
Foundation, which seeks to inspire local
young people and support them in
developing their musical skills. This year will
also be a chance to meet the new Director
of Music, Robert Poyser, and enjoy the
talents of the children and young people of
the area. Admission is free, but there is a
retiring collection to support the work of the
Foundation.

Monday Sept 15th

10.30 a.m.

Mass at Brunel Court

7.30 p.m.

Informal Mass with Prayers for the Parish
Tuesday Sept 16 ™

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s

7.30 p.m.

Standing Committee meets at Saint Mary’s
Wednesday Sept 17

2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s

—Craft with Revd Frances

Thursday Sept 18th

Noon

Charity Lunch at Saint Wilfrid’s

7.30 p.m. Royal Marines School of Music
Concert at Saint Mary’s

The start of the Royal Marines School of
Music 2008/9 season of concerts

Sunday Sept 21st

11.30 a.m.

Fundraising Meeting at Saint Mary’s




Sunday Sept. 21 *

4 p.m.

Baptism Service at Saint Mary’s
5p.m.

Three Saints meets at Saint Mary’s
Monday Sept 22 ™

7 p.m.

Mass at Saint Mary’s

7.30 p.m.

Exploring ....... Creation
Tuesday Sept 23rd

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s
1.30 p.m.

TLC meets at Saint Mary’s
7.30 p.m.

Communication Group meets at Saint
Mary’s

Wednesday Sept 24th

2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s
‘Coincidences’ Maurice Hutty

Thursday Sept 25th

7.30 p.m.

Journeys Prayer Group meets at Saint
Faith’s

Friday Sept 26th

7.30 p.m.

Nurture Group meets

Saturday Sept 27th

Harvest Workshops

Sunday Sept 28th

10.30 a.m.

Saint Faith’s Church Parade Service
Harvest Services at all three Churches
6.30 p.m.

Parish Harvest Supper at Saint Mary’s
You are invited to join in a Harvest Supper
— a ploughman’s meal — and entertainment
provided by members of the Churches and
a ‘surprise’ item by the Clergy and ministers
of the 3 Churches. Tickets are £1.50 —
available from the Churches

Tuesday Sept 30th

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s

PARISH RETREAT

Are you longing for some space, some
time to reflect and pray away from the
daily pressures of life?

The date:

Saturday 18th — Sunday 19 ™ October

The venue:
Springhill Convent, East Cowes, Isle of
Wight
Retreat Leader:

Sister Rita Elizabeth of the Sisters of

Bethany

Here is Sister Rita Elizabeth’s introduction:

Community of Love

The theme of this retreat refers to some
remarks by Father Bob, “The important
function of the Lambeth Conference is to
bring the Bishops together to pray, reflect
and study, discuss and relax in each other’'s
company so that they can explore what it
means to be a ‘Communion’ This is not a
remote exercise for those who are Bishops,
but is something we should all be doing for
‘being in communion’ lies at the heart of our
understanding of what it means to be a
Christian. How do we build up the common
life?”

In this retreat we will have time to reflect on
our own lives and how we can live ‘in
communion’ and build up the Body of Christ
at the local level.

| shall give some talks with themes for your
prayers and reflection during the quiet
times. There will be times for sharing ideas
and insights. We will say Morning and
Evening Prayer and celebrate the Sunday
Eucharist. Meals will be taken in silence or
with background music.

| look forward to sharing this retreat with
you.
Sister Rita Elizabeth SS.B.

If you are interested in coming, or want to
find out more, please contact Mother




Charlotte (92826892) or Irene James via
the Admin. Office (92293020).

g

Often we can feel powerless in the face of
so many things that we read about in the
press or watch on TV. The issues the world
faces can seem either so remote or so
overwhelming that we do not know how to
respond. They can also seem far removed
from our faith and worship — or we fail to
make the connections. One such issue
could be global warming and the
environmental crisis. This may be
expressed in smog at the Olympics, the
reliance on oil and other natural resources,
the cost of which seems to constantly rise,
or climate change in all its various
manifestations.

But there are things we can and should do
and responses we should be making as
Christians who have an understanding of
our stewardship of God’s creation.

This year as we prepare for Harvest
(September 28™) we will be exploring how
we use the material gifts and resources that
God has given to us. As our theme, we will
be using the words of one of the Eucharistic
Prayers:

‘Hear the cry of our hearts
Bless the earth

Heal the sick
Let the oppressed go free.’

As well as thanking God for the gifts we
have, | hope we will all find time and space
to think about how we respond to some of
these global issues at a local level. There
will be various opportunities — details of
which will be available from each Church.
But notably we would like to invite you to a
morning of activities and discussion on
September 27" at Saint Faith’s Church.

Lastly, why not join us on Harvest Sunday
September 28" — at one of the morning
services — and in the evening at the Harvest
Supper at 6.30 p.m. at Saint Mary’s. The
ministry team has its entertainment surprise
under way and under wraps — don’t miss it!
See you there?

Father Bob

Shelley Brandon and Andrew Hart
Amanda Bush and Wayne Harland
Jodie Mitchell and Stephen Thwaites
Nicola Cowdrey and David Ball
Kelly Gofton and Gary Munday
Anna-Marie Hawkins and Damien Clarke
Rachel Souter and David Yoxall
Claudia Penaranda and Nathan Watkis
Aimee and Ryan Holder
Clare Williams and Gareth Matthews
Jemma Munn-Naylor and Nigel Clark
Michelle Stanton and Simon Jewer
Alexis Latham and Roy Johnson
Lisa Wincott and Sean Mayo
Natalie Shipp and Darren Simmonds
Kelly Millward and Matthew Jenkins
Vicki Dalby and Darren Brigham




The Kairos Cluster
Inner City Churches Schools’ Day
held at Saint Mary’s Church
July 3" 2008

Nearly 100 Yr 7/8 students from 3 inner
city secondary schools gathered at Saint
Mary’'s Church for a Kairos Cluster
Schools’ Day based on the theme of
Hope.

The day got off to a lively start as a team of
5 young actors from the Riding Lights
Theatre Company performed ‘Hope Street’
— a series of fast-moving and hard-hitting
sketches exploring the differences between
hopelessness, trying to find hope in the
wrong places, and the real hope that is to
be found in both the kindness of others and
the experience of God’'s presence in our
lives. Fashion magazines, night clubs, U
tube, and celebrity culture all came under
the spotlight, as pupils from Saint
Edmund’'s, Saint Luke’s and Portsmouth
City Girls were caught up in the action, and
both entertained and challenged by this
very talented group.

During the remainder of the morning and in
the afternoon each of the students took part
in two workshop sessions. These ranged
from Samba Drumming under the expert
tuition of Charlie from Music Fusion, to
making prayer bracelets (‘Holy Beads’) with
the Sisters of Bethany, from the very loud to
the very peaceful and quiet! The Dot-to-Dot
Art Company took a symbol of hope — the
dove — and offered two different styles of
creating one, either carnival-style and
mounted on sticks, or beautifully painted on
silk. Two huge and striking banners were
designed and made from the students’
ideas, one entitled ‘Living in Hope’ and the
other ‘Making a Difference’.

David Dow from Christian Aid encouraged
groups to design and make the simple
paper bags which enable grain to be carried
home from the market in poorer countries,
and to estimate just how many would have
to be made in a day to earn a living wage, if
that was your job.

The Riding Lights actors encouraged a
large group of students in their workshops
to develop confidence and skill through
drama.

One of the most valuable and revealing
aspects of the day was how the young
people used the area of the church that had
been set apart as ‘sacred’ space. Revd
Peter Lippiett, the Diocesan Spirituality
adviser, had been invited by the Kairos
Cluster to come with his team and set up
this space which included a prayer
labyrinth, and the chance to light candles,
or hang prayer ‘leaves’ on a tree — a
peaceful and holy space which was visited
by many of the youngsters throughout the
day. The following Sunday at the Eucharist
the prayers that had been hung on the tree
were incorporated into the service.

Mother Charlotte, who was part of the
Cluster Working Party that organised the
event, said ‘The day went so well. The
young people were fully engaged in all that
went on, and many volunteers from across
the churches made the event possible. We
were really fortunate to be able to use
funding from the Powerpoint charity to book
Riding Lights — they really grabbed the
attention of the students from the start. This
is the first time we have offered a Schools’
Day for secondary pupils and they went
home having had a very positive
experience.’




How can one sum up the events at Saint
Mary’s and in the Parish since June? The
simple answer is, it is impossible! So please
accept this whistle stop headline tour of all
that has happened since the Magazine last
appeared ...

Early June saw the farewell to Father David
and the Dickens Fellowship gathering for
Evensong to give thanks for the life of
Charles Dickens, baptised in the Church.
Later in the month we welcomed Amanda
Haggard — an ordinand on placement with
the Cluster — and gathered with her and
other Christians from around the City centre
in Victoria Park for an Ecumenical Picnic. It
was a good event with over 100 people
there, music from the Salvation Army Band
— and Father Bob was spotted enjoying an
ice cream!

The following Sunday saw many of us at
the Cathedral supporting Father Jamie as
he was ordained priest. There was a great
sense of celebration as we mingled with
Father Jamie’s family and friends in the
Vicarage Garden after the service which
flowed onto the Monday when many
gathered together for his ‘First Mass’. A

Mary’s Ne
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wonderful evening — which all those there
will remember and treasure.

As we moved into July Saint Mary’s Church
hosted the Cluster Schools Day. A series of
workshops for our local secondary schools
exploring the theme of hope. Around 100
students and their staff engaged in drama,
art, discussion and even a samba drum
workshop in the Choir Vestry (earplugs
were provided!). The responses from all
who took part expressed how much they
had enjoyed and valued the day as well as
being challenged by it. One of the most
impressive areas was the Labyrinth and
prayer area set up around the Font and in
Saint Stephen’s Chapel. Many dropped in
and out of this area and found it profoundly
moving. We hope to repeat this exercise
and area for all to experience later in the
autumn — watch out for details!

The following week saw our annual
celebration for all those ‘leaving’ the 6
schools we work with in the Parish. As
always, there was a great sense of fun and
enjoyment from all those singing and
dancing — and a real sense of Saint Mary’s
Church being a natural and important part
of their journey through life.

This led into the weekend when the Bishops
preparing for Lambeth were visiting the
area and on the Sunday Saint Mary’s
hosted the Deanery event. Tea and cakes,
discussion and dialogue, and worship
marked the afternoon. The 2 Ghanaian
Bishops made a huge impression on those
there — and the often remote and
impersonal sense of the ‘Anglican
Communion’ was given a warm and human
face and a sense of shared faith and
relationship evolved.

The following Friday was the 60’s night.
This had long been thought of and
discussed — but thanks to the perseverance
and hard work of Helen Evans and those
who helped her, it became a great success.
The band was enjoyed by dancers and non
—dancers alike and the whole evening left
many asking when the next one will be.
Again watch this space ...The evening also




raised over £400 for funds — so thank you to
al who supported it and especially to Helen.

The skittles night was the next event on the
horizon — rumours were it had been
deliberately planned to ensure Father Jamie
could not defend his title as he was at the
Lambeth Conference! The Vicar denied this
— but showed he was intent on wresting the
crown away. 70 people from the 3
Churches and beyond enjoyed a great
evening of chat, competition and chips! The
end result ... well, Deacon Emma and
Father Bob tied for second place but the
title went to a visitor invited by Shirley
Rudder. The Vicar suspects sabotage — but
will return again next year to try his luck
once morel!

Mother Charlotte at the Skittles Night

The beginning of August saw the arrival of
Robert Poyser as the new Director of Music
and we look forward to working with him
over the coming months. The choir, as well
as singing at a number of weddings this
month, also saw some of their members
marrying. Our congratulations to Martin &
Rachael and Paul and Jo on their weddings
this summer.

Also in the month we welcomed Bishop
Peter Selby — recently retired to the Isle of
Wight — for our Patronal Festival. The
weather was not warm enough to enjoy the
garden after the service, but there was real
buzz of conversation and mingling around
the Font after the service. The next day saw
a small party set off for Stourhead — where
they managed to dodge the showers and
enjoy ‘paradise’ as the landscape there is
often described.

All'in all, a packed couple of months — and if
we have missed something — apologies.
The best way to get a real sense of it all is
to look at the Photo boards and see just a
glimpse of the life and witness of the
summer of 2008.

Tower & Toilets

You may have noticed a further push for our
Fundraising for the Tower....Father Bob has
been to the top of the highest pinnacle —
and looked rather ‘pale’ as he grasped onto
the lightning conductor on Meridian TV! The
message has been a simple one. The
project needs to raise £60,000 to complete
the necessary works before the Scaffolding
is dismantled fully next April/May. If these
funds are not found, then the work will not
be completed and more funds will need to
be raised to re-scaffold the Tower at some
point in the next 25 years. We are seeking
£5 from everyone who has an association
with the Church through Marriage, Baptism,
as a Visitor to the May Fayre, to help us
reach this target. We are grateful to the
response that we have had to the media
coverage and would welcome further
donations over the coming weeks.




Meanwhile the work at the base of the
Tower is almost complete — just some final
finishing touches to the porch doors. The
toilets will be functioning for the Autumn
and we hope the water supply at the West
End will make the caterers’ life easier as
well. The work on the Vestry Hall will be
starting in September with improvements to
the kitchen and toilets and new storage
spaces in the Hall to hopefully make it a
more welcoming environment.

The visit to Saint Mary’s
of two Bishops from
Ghana included a
Question and Answer
Session

D PLUMBLEY

QUALITY PAINTER & DECORATOR

44 PAIGNTON AVENUE
COPNOR, PORTSMOUTH
PO3 6LL
023 92 618009
07812773498
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PAINTING
CASEMENT WINDOWS
QUALITY PRODUCTS USED
BOX SASH WINDOWS
RELIABLE, FRIENDLY, CLEAN
FREE ESTIMATES
OLD & NEW WORK
ALL AREAS COVERED




One of the many lovely views at Stourhead
which a group from the Parish visited recently

Monumental Masons

New Memorials

Additional Inscriptions

Cleaning & Restoration

Specialists in the Restoration of War

Memorials

Work carried out throughout the South &
South east of England

The Stone Shop 02392 639393

Bramm Accredited Company StoneShOD@live.CO.Uk

Find us at: 24, Tangier Road, Portsmouth, PO3 6JL

Our Reputation Is Carved In Stone




The word ‘August’ for a lot of people means
holidays, a time to have fun, see new
places like Taizé or Greenbelt or to relax in
the sunshine with friends and families. Yet
for a small group of people at Saint Wilf's it
also meant a time of work!! For the staff at
SWISHERS continued to work for all but
one week of the holiday period to provide a
holiday club for our community. The holiday
club has been both busy and enjoyable as
they provided 100 activities or more! | trust
the staff made good use of the much
deserved week off at the end of the holiday
period.

At the beginning of August we welcomed
the family and friends of Sian Chivers on
the occasion of her baptism. This was
followed by welcoming Robert, our new
Director of Music with a large parish choir to
celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration.
Our guest preacher for the occasion was
Canon Michael Tristram from the Cathedral.
Canon Michael has been helping out at our
Thursday weekday Mass and was invited
back to preach due to public demand!!

| know many were disappointed when the
Mother’s Union concert for Saint Wilfrid’s
Centenary was cancelled at short notice in
June; I'm happy to report that we have been
able to reschedule this for Wednesday 3"

September at 7.30 p.m. | am told it will be a
chance for a good sing-along, so do pop
along and join in the fun.

Saint Wilf's, with the rest of the parish will
be taking part in ‘The Annual Historic
Churches’ Ride & Stride’ on Saturday 13™
September. We hope to have a group
either cycling, walking, skating or buggy
pushing around the local churches to raise
money for both the Historic Churches Trust
and Saint Wilf's. As last year, there will
also be a Coffee Morning with a few stalls
at Saint Wilf's. So if you are interested in
either ‘riding or striding’ or willing to make
cakes for the coffee morning, please see
either Andrew Bellenger or Joy Tagg for
more details.

As we move into September, it doesn’t
seem possible that we are preparing to
celebrate Harvest again!! Do keep an eye
on the notices for details of Harvest
Workshops and, of course the Harvest
Supper! But September for us at Saint
Wilf's is another month closer to our
weekend of Centenary Celebrations
including a Barn Dance, Concert and
culminating with our Patronal Mass on 12™
October at 6.30 p.m.

Revd Sue

RABBETTS SIGHT CARE

For comprehensive eye
examinations

Children and pre-school children
welcome

Wide range of spectacles suitable
for all ages

Contact Lenses

31 Fratton Road
Portsmouth
023 9282 715




Stretching the memory back over the last
two months, and with a bit of prompting
from the diary, a number of significant Saint
Faith’s ‘happenings’ stand out. The first
took place ‘offsite’, and was really a school
event. The two Arundel Court schools,
working ever more closely together, held a
Summer Fair at the end of their term to
raise money for their after-school clubs. It
was a real community event, and Saint
Faith’s were asked to be a presence there
and to have a Saint Faith’s table. Revd
Frances, Anne Carpenter and Jenny Stemp
were kept really busy all afternoon as
numerous children visited the stall to make
‘holy bead’ bracelets, to receive free
bookmarks, and to talk. There was a great
deal of interest and contact both with
children and parents, and Frances and her
team returned saying it had been great, but
could they have more pairs of hands next
time? To which the answer is a hopeful
‘yes’!

The next highlight was the annual tea-party
and service of Songs of Praise which we
held on the last Sunday in July, and to
which we invited local residents from
Durban Homes, Nicholson Gardens and the

flats nearby. We always seem to have very
hot weather for this event, and this year it
was lovely to be able to offer chairs and
tables out in the garden as well as in the
Barnabas Room. We had a very good
gathering of visitors, and some wonderful
help from a ‘home team’ made up of all
different ages. A delicious tea was followed
by a simple service with some favourite
hymns especially chosen, and the welcome
was very much appreciated by those
visiting - thank you to everyone who made it
possible.

More recently we were very pleased to be
able to ‘host’ the Parish Spirituality Group
Coffee Morning which aims to raise money
to help subsidise the costs of retreats and
quiet days held during the year. Following
the Wednesday morning Mass, the church
was open for people to pray at different
‘stations’ in an atmosphere of quiet
reflection, while in the Barnabas Room
there were refreshments, a Traidcraft table,
a raffle and plenty of opportunity to catch up
with friends and to enjoy good company. It
was a very happy morning and well
supported.

In addition to those special events, Saint
Faith’'s was well represented too on the
Parish Sunday School outing to Moor Valley
Park, and at the ecumenical Churches
Together Picnic in Victoria Gardens - some
very good photographs on our photo board
are testimony to that. We still await the final
completion of the community centre
building, but the end is clearly in sight, and
Jo the Centre Manager is very busy
preparing for the opening - hopefully in
October. It is good to see the courtyard
taking shape, and to discover that the
finished building, although large, does not
dwarf Saint Faith’s but sits well alongside
the church.

August seems to be the month for
pilgrimage, and very soon after the Taizé
group returned, the Greenbelt Festival
beckoned. Keep a lookout for future reports
on both!

Mother Charlotte




CONTACT DETAILS
Canon Bob White
The Vicarage, Fratton Road,
Portsmouth PO1 5PA
023 9282 2687
vicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Mother Charlotte Hetherington
No. 10, Saint Mary’s Parish Flat
1 Bill Sargent Crescent
Portsmouth PO1 4JP
023 9282 6892
assocvicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Father Jamie Hawkey
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92 293020
Father Terry Carter
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92 293020
Rev. Frances Gates
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92 293020
Rev. Sue Whitelock
C/o Parish Admin. Office
St. Faith’s Church
Crasswell Street
07810 002388
asstcurate@portseaparish.co.uk
Parish Deacons:
Rev. Ken Appleford
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Rev. Emma D’Aeth
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Licensed Reader and Pastoral
Support Worker
Jenny Stemp
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
jenny@portseaparishes.org.uk

Parish Wardens

Irene James

106 Lidiard Gardens, Eastney

PO4 9LF

023 9273 0979

Shirley Rudder

34 Ernest Road, Portsmouth PO1 5RB
023 9261 3617

Director of Music

Robert Poyser
Music@portseaparish.co.uk
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer

023 92293020

Cluster Admin. Officer

Jan Bennett

Inner City Portsea Parishes Office
All Saints Centre, All Saints Church
Commercial Road, PO1 4BT

023 9229 3020
admin@portseaparishes.org.uk

Parish Office

Rejenna Graham

023 92 822990
office@portseaparish.co.uk

Saint Faith’s Office
023 9282 7322

Parish Clerks

Janet Gillard, Sandra Harris and Ken
Noy (Saint Mary's Only)

Clo Cluster Admin. Officer

023 9229 3020 or 023 9281 4444
(The Parish Office is open on
Wednesdays from 6 p.m. — 7 p.m. for
the signing of papers and the booking
of Weddings and Baptisms.)

CHURCH SERVICES

Saint Mary's

Sunday

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
(BCP)

10.00 a.m. Family Eucharist &

Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week

Monday 7 p.m.

Tuesday 11.30 a.m.

Wednesday 12 noon

Saturday 9.30 a.m.

Saint Faith's

Sunday

9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist and
Sunday Club

Holy Communion during the week

Tuesday 9.30 a.m.

Wednesday 9.30 a.m.

Friday 7 p.m.

Saint Wilfrid's

Sunday

9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist &

Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week
Tuesday 4 p.m.
Thursday 9.30 a.m.

For details of Sunday afternoon and
evening services in all three
churches, please see the weekly
pewsheet




