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At the Annual Meeting of the 
Music Foundation, George 

Leslie was awarded the 
Wendy-Elizabeth Leggatt prize 

for his hard work and the 
example he sets for the 

younger boys in the Choir. 
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Wednesday Oct 1st   
Noon  
Mass and Charity Lunch at Saint Mary’s 
2.30 p.m.  
Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s “Mr. 
Monologue” 
7 p.m.  
Choral Meditation at Saint Mary’s   
7 p.m.  
Healing Service at Saint Wilfrid’s followed 
by Parish Mothers’ Union meeting 
Saturday Oct 4th   
10 a.m. Saint Faith’s Autumn Fair 
Sunday Oct 5th   
11.30 a.m.  
Wardens Meeting at Saint Mary’s 
4 p.m.  
Three Saints Youth Group Bowling 
6.30 p.m. 
Saint Faith’s Patronal Mass & Licencing of 
Revd Frances Gates 
Monday Oct 6th  
10.30 a.m.  
Mass at Hale Court 
7.30 p.m.  
Mass & Meditation at Saint Mary’s 
Tuesday Oct 7th  
10.30 a.m.  
Bible Study at Saint. Mary’s  
1.30 p.m.  
TLC meets at Saint Mary’s— ‘The role of a 
University Chaplain’- Jordan James 
Wednesday Oct 8th   
2.30 p.m.  
Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s — Sonia 
King Nursing Experiences 
7 p.m.  
Choral Meditation at Saint Mary’s  
 

 
 
 
Thursday Oct 9th   
7.30 p.m.  
Royal Marines Concert at Saint Mary’s 
 
Friday– Saturday Oct 10th-11th   Saint 
Wilfrid’s Weekend of Centenary 
Celebration 
Friday Oct 10th   
7.30 p.m.  
Saint Wilfrid’s 100th Anniversary Barn 
Dance 
Saturday Oct 11th    
Saint Mary’s Choir Open Day 
Saint Wilfrid’s 100th Events Coffee Morning 
3 p.m.  
Victory Brass Band Concert at Saint 
Wilfrid’s 
Sunday Oct 12th   
3.15 p.m.  
Mass at Nicholson Garden 
6.30 p.m.  
Patronal Mass with the Bishop at Saint 
Wilfrid’s  
 
Monday Oct 13th   
7.30 p.m.  
30/50 Group meets at the Parish Flat 
Tuesday Oct 14th   
10.30 a.m.  
Bible Study at Saint Mary’s 
Wednesday Oct 15th   
2.30 p.m.  
Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s 
”Victory” Drapes - Jean Salisbury  
7 p.m.  
Choral Meditation at Saint Mary’s 
7.30 p.m.  
Saint Mary’s DCC meets 
Thursday Oct 16th   
Noon  
Charity Lunch at Saint Wilfrid’s 
Saturday-Sunday Oct 18-19th   Parish 
Retreat Weekend 

DEADLINE 
The November issue of the magazine will be 

available on Sunday October 26th. 
The deadline will be Sunday October 12th. 

Articles are always welcome, but publication is 
at the discretion of the Editor. 

 

Magazine Editor  
Heather Rogers 
10 Wainwright Close 
Drayton 
Portsmouth 
PO6 2HU  023 92610104 
heather.rogers4@ntlworld.com 
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Sunday Oct 19th   
4 p.m.  
Concert  at Saint Mary’s – Saint Mary’s 
Choir 
5 p.m.  
Parish Panto Auditions 
Monday Oct 20 th 
10.30 a.m. 
Mass at Brunel Court 
7.30 p.m.  
Informal Mass with Prayers—Phyll Joinson 
Tuesday Oct 21st   
10.30 a.m.  
Bible Study at Saint Mary’s 
1.30 p.m.  
TLC meets — “Diocesan Pilgrimage 2010”  
- Revd Dr Peter Lippiett 
7.30 p.m.  
Saint Wilfrid’s DCC meets 
Wednesday Oct 22nd   
2.30 p.m.  
Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s  
–“Display of Flower” by Marie Harding 
7 p.m. 
Choral Meditation at Saint Mary’s 
Thursday Oct 23rd   
7.30 p.m. 
Journeys Prayer Group meets 
Friday Oct 24th   
7.30 p.m.  
Saint Faith’s DCC meets 
Sunday Oct 26th  
4 p.m.  
Baptism Service at Saint Mary’s 
Monday Oct 27th   
7.30 p.m.  
Exploring ...pilgrimage at Saint Mary’s 
Tuesday Oct 28th   
Parish Youth Trip to London 
Wednesday Oct 29th   
2.30 p.m.  
Fellowship meets—“My Walk with God and 
Tortoises” - Julie Hinks 
Friday Oct 31st   
7.30 p.m.  
Nurture Group meets 
Saturday Nov 1st   
10 a.m.  
Autumn Fair at Saint Mary’s 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A significant month lies ahead ….not just 
Pip starting full time school, but the 
celebration of the Patronal Festivals of our 
2 mission churches. This year these 
celebrations have a great significance. At 
Saint Faith’s Revd Frances will be licensed 
as an Asst Curate for the Parish – after her 
‘4 years’ training. This will be a chance for 
us to give thanks for Frances’ ministry 
amongst us and with us and to pray for her 
as she continues to explore that ministry in 
the Parish. Then a week later at Saint 
Wilfrid’s we will have a whole weekend of 
celebrations to mark the 100th year of the 
current building and its witness over the 
years. 
 
Both of these celebrations give us an 
opportunity to think about the importance 
and role of ‘Mission Churches’. We can so 
easily take their title for granted that we 
perhaps forget to stop and think about what 
makes them significant and different to a 
‘Parish’ Church. This month it might be 
useful for all of us to reflect on ‘mission 
churches’ and our own life and ministry. 
 
The intention of building mission churches 
seems to have been to meet the changing 
needs of a particular community within the 
wider parish, and to seek to provide a living 
presence of the Church to that community. 
As the needs of these communities varied, 
and could change as the area developed, 
so the buildings had to meet a variety of 
needs and be flexible enough to change 
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and adapt as time passed. They were never 
designed to be ‘permanent and unchanging’ 
– that, in one sense, was the function of the 
larger Parish Churches, but instead they 
were to be reflections of that ‘unchanging 
presence of God’ in the everyday lives of 
the local people.  
 
This commitment to seek to reflect the love 
and presence of God, and to meet the 
needs of the local community are also 
marks of the ministry that Revd Frances 
has already exercised and is one we are all 
called to share. Her ministry both in the 
Parish, the Cluster and as a Chaplain to 
Cascades is an expression of ‘mission’ and 
has been marked by her adaptability and 
desire to meet the needs of those around 
her. 
 
So as we celebrate the life of our mission 
churches, and the ministry of Revd 
Frances, let us pray that we may always 
seek to discern how God is calling us to 
serve Him and how best we may use the 
gifts he has given to each of us to serve the 
ever changing needs of those around us. 
 
Father Bob 

Our first time at Greenbelt 
 
 Rachel and I thought it would be nice as 
one of the first things to do as a married 
couple (we were married at the beginning of 
August) was to visit Greenbelt together. 
Neither of us had been before but had 
heard good things from friends who had 
been in previous years. 
 

 
Rachel and Martin Wallace, members of Saint 
Mary’s Choir, who renewed their wedding vows 
at Saint Mary’s on 7th September before their 

church family 
 
Being (reasonably) young and enthusiastic 
we decided to camp during the festival, 
along with not only equally enthusiastic 
people from our parish, but also with 
thousands of other enthusiastic and happy 
Christians from all over the world. The scale 
of the campsite was incredible, with literally 
hundreds of tents and gazebos and flags 
stretching high into the sky (one particularly 
helpful neighbour had placed a light on top 
of theirs which made finding the way home 
in the dark a lot easier). 
 
 Mornings were spent as a group eating 
breakfast and drinking tea together (we 
were joined in the mornings by Father 
James Buxton, who quite coincidently was 
camped a couple of tents away from our 
own), before setting off to experience the 
festival itself. 
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 And what a festival! There were so many 
activities and so much choice Rachel and I 
didn’t know where to begin. We went to 
several interesting talks and discussions by 
such people as John Bell, Paula Gooder 
and Philip Yancey, attended many different 
types of service, meditative, Gregorian 
chant, a very good comedy show based on 
‘I’m sorry I haven’t a clue’ (with rounds such 
as “One Hymn to the Tune of Another”, and 
“Vicar or Tricker”), fantastic music from 
Martyn Joseph and José Gonzáles. Twice 
we finished the day with a Grimm Fairy tale, 
where we were told a bedtime story and 
found out about the spiritual messages in 
stories like Cinderella and Little Red Riding 
Hood. 
 
 The big event of the festival was the 
Sunday Eucharist. There were thousands of 
people gathered around the main stage and 
at the Arena where it was broadcast on the 
big screen. It was an amazing joyous 
occasion with everyone sharing bread and 
wine together and wearing bright colours 
and holding ribbons of red, orange and 
yellow to symbolise the rays of the sun 
shining down on us. 
 
 We had a wonderful time at Greenbelt, it 
was such an amazing experience and so 
good to be able to share it with so many 
others. There was so much we didn’t have 
time for, but I know Rachel and I can’t wait 
for next year! 
 

 Martin Wallace 
 
Now an article from someone who has been 
to Greenbelt before… 
 

Here we are again,  
or Greenbelt 2008 

 
On 24th August a group of parishioners from 
all three churches set off to Cheltenham to 
attend Greenbelt, a Christian arts festival. It 
was also a chance to see old friends. 
 
At the festival there were sessions spread 
over four days on everything from writing 
poetry to Gregorian chant. There was also 

the opportunity to paint a self-portrait and 
organisations from Christian Aid to L’Arche 
were represented. 
 
Well known authors Salley Vickers and 
Michael Morpurgo were present. Salley 
gave an interesting account of her writing 
and also gave an interview during which 
time was allowed for questions from the 
floor. 
 
Also this year there was a library at 
Greenbelt, the idea being that you brought 
a book you thought other Greenbelters 
would enjoy, and took one yourself. This 
was a good opportunity to read books that 
perhaps you wanted to read but hadn’t liked 
to buy. 
 
There was also the Great Greenbelt Poetry 
Slam, which I entered, along with 15 other 
poets. I didn’t win, but it was fun to do.  
The highlights for me were the Taizé 
service, the Poetry Slam and, of course, the 
Communion Service with about 20,000 
people. In spite of the rain, this was a 
deeply moving occasion. 
 

Margaret Banks 
 


��������
��������
��������
�������� ����
������������	������������	������������	������������	 �������� ����

 
Harrison William Shipp 

Jessica Rose Newbrook 
Vinnie John McBride 
Natasia Jayne Hall 

Jasper Luca Di Marco 
Bella Lucy June Hathaway 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



�����������	�
���������

 
  

 
 
 

 
 
The start of the ‘Autumn Term’ has 
‘traditionally’ been marked (well, we have 
done it for 7 years or so now!) by the Parish 
Bar B Q. This year was no exception. Vida, 
Sonia, Eve, Shirley, Stan, Toya and Asher 
provided the excellent service of Bar B Q 
food and Caribbean punch. (Thanks to all of 
them!) This year they served a record of 
around 130 people. The weather was not in 
our favour, but people sat and chatted in 
the Hall, and spilled out in to the 
Churchyard and even into the Church. 
There was much catching up with old 
friends after the summer break, and making 
new friends as well. It was also a day to 
celebrate the marriages of choir members 
over the Summer – congratulations to Paul 
Freeman and Jo Carpenter and to Rachel 
and Martin Wallace.  The lunch was 
followed by the Annual meeting of the 
“Friends of Saint Mary’s”. This group is 
dedicated to supporting the life of the Parish 
through its work with young people, visitors 
and those who seek baptism and marriage. 
Once more, there was a good response to 
the annual subscription letter – over £400 
income, which will be used throughout the 
year on various projects. If you would like 
more information – or would like to join at 
£5 a year – then please see Paul or Ruth 
Morgan (our new Secretary and Treasurer) 
or Irene James (the Chair). 

 
The next weekend was the ‘open day’. 
There was a Nearly New Sale, 
refreshments, a cake stall, and a chance to 
sit and chat to visitors. It was a ‘slow’ 
morning, but many visitors came and over 
£200 was raised for Church funds. The 
lunchtime saw a Choral Mass at the East 
end – which many milling around the West 
End were able to share in and enjoy.  
 
The Choir were to the fore again the next 
day with the Annual Meeting of the Music 
Foundation. 50 people enjoyed the singing 
and the organ music provided by Robert 
Poyser and Matt Dixon. This year George 
Leslie was awarded the Wendy-Elizabeth 
Leggatt prize for his hard work and the 
example he sets for the younger boys in the 
Choir. As always, if you would like to 
support the Foundation and the work it does 
young people then please make a donation 
c/o Father Bob. 
 
There was a also sense of the return of a 
number of familiar items – as the Charity 
Lunch started up again, as did the Bible 
Study, Fellowship, TLC etc. The Royal 
Marines School of Music concert was as 
usual a good evening, and thanks to the 
army of volunteers who help us to support 
this event. We are always looking for extra 
helpers – please see Jean Godfrey if you 
are able to help. 
 
Lastly, work has begun again on the Tower 
to readjust the scaffolding so that the 
stonemasons can begin work – they will 
then be working on the Tower for 40 weeks. 
Thank you to all who have supported our 
recent appeal – some £3500 has already 
been donated by those who are associated 
with the Church. If you have not yet made a 
donation, please do so soon! The toilets are 
complete and open at the West End and so 
the work now moves to the East End. 
During October the Kitchen, Toilets and 
Vestry Hall will be refurbished and tidied up. 
We also hope to improve the storage area 
in the ambulatory. Hopefully by Christmas 
we will have finished the works inside the 
Church! 
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60s Night 

 
Imagine the nave of our church transformed 
into a candlelit night club!   
 
That was the scene on a Friday night in July 
when more than eighty people had this 
chance to get together, chat, dance, 
smooch, rock or jive to sixties music from a 
live band and eat from a marvellous buffet. 
 
Many said how good it would be to have 
another similar event before too long. The 
evening made about £400 for church funds. 
 
Richard Fuller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
   Monumental Masons  

 

·  New Memorials 
·  Additional Inscriptions 
·  Cleaning & Restoration 
·  Specialists in the Restoration of War 

Memorials 
·    Work carried out throughout the South 

& South-east of England 

   The Stone Shop  02392 639393  
                 Bramm Accredited Company         stoneshop@live.co.uk  

 

         Find us at: 24, Tangier Road, Portsmouth, PO3 6JL 
 

 
Our Reputation Is Carved In Stone 
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The Lambeth Conference 2008 
Father Jamie writes about his experience of 

attending the Lambeth Conference 
 
 
Many of you will remember how we 
welcomed two bishops from Ghana to Saint 
Mary’s for a Deanery Event in July. About 
100 of us had tea together, before 
launching into a question-and-answer 
session with Bishop Thomas Brient of 
Sunyani and Bishop Daniel Sarfo of 
Kumasi. The Bishops happily answered a 
very wide range of questions about their 
dioceses, mission, vocations, life in Ghana, 
education provision, until somebody asked 
them “What do you want to get out of the 
Lambeth Conference?” One replied that he 
had come to England “because the 
Anglican Communion really matters.” The 
other said, “We don’t want to talk about the 
things that divide us.” What they wanted to 
discuss were the important issues of 
evangelism, the sharing of resources and 
mutual support, as well as how the Gospel 
is received in, and transforms, secular 
culture. 
 
And amazingly, that’s what Lambeth 2008 
actually did. Some months ago, I received 
an invitation from the Anglican Communion 
Office via Dame Mary Tanner (who is 
currently the President of the World Council 
of Churches) to be a rapporteur for the 
Lambeth Conference. At first I had no idea 
what this meant, but eventually discovered 
that my task was a cross between being a 
Reporting Secretary and a Theological 
Secretary. There were fourteen of us 
rapporteurs from all over the Communion – 
priests from Kenya, Canada, England; 
Bishop Michael Doe from USPG whom 
some of you may remember from the 
Cathedral; the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
representative at the Vatican; students from 
the USA and El Salvador... the list goes on! 
It was a real international grouping. We 
were each assigned to a group of around 
forty bishops, and recorded the private 
conversations and discussions which fed 
into the final Document of the Conference, 
listening very carefully, and only 
commenting ourselves when invited to do 

so (a good lesson for me in learning to keep 
my mouth shut!!) Their topics were very 
broad and varied: social justice, the 
environment, Anglican identity, mission and 
evangelism, inter-faith work, to name but a 
few. The “contentious” issues of human 
sexuality and scriptural interpretation were 
certainly discussed, but they were not 
allowed to dominate or take over other 
(arguably far more important) topics. After 
each session, we would write up a report 
which would be agreed with the Bishop in 
charge of chairing our group. My “Indaba” 
Group had bishops from Ghana, Canada, 
Singapore, Australia, the Arctic, England, 
Cameroon, the West Indies, Tanzania, 
Ireland and the USA. Theologically and 
geographically, it was a microcosm of the 
Communion. 
 
This Lambeth Conference was not like any 
other – there were no “motions” to be 
passed or voted down in agressive 
parliamentary style; rather the big plenary 
sessions heard from the Chief Rabbi Sir 
Jonathan Sachs on themes surrounding 
Covenant; from Brian McLaren on 
Evangelism; from Cardinal Dias on Mission 
and Social Justice; from the Director of the 
Science Museum on the ecological crisis. 
Bishops had the opportunity to express their 
opinions to the whole conference at 
“hearings” that were set up at certain points 
throughout the fortnight.  
 
In addition to all this there were some 
brilliant smaller sessions during the 
afternoons – much space was devoted to 
Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Orthodox and 
other ecumenical guests (including the 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, who invested 
Archbishop Rowan as a Knight of the Holy 
Sepulchre, his highest honour). The 
worship which framed our days was 
beautifully done – the Mass every morning 
was organised by a different province, with 
good music and a short homily; a DVD on 
the “life” of each province was shown every 
day at Evening Prayer, moving me to tears 
as we were taken through the Christ-like 
struggles, courage and faithfulness of 
Provinces such as Myanmar and the Middle 
East.  
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It was an amazing privilege to be involved 
in this Conference. Archbishop Rowan 
showed himself once again to be an 
astonishingly wise, inspirational and tireless 
leader of holiness and brilliance. I was 
hugely proud of my theologically and 
geographically diverse group of bishops; I 
was humbled by their honesty to one 
another, by their commitment to their 
contexts and peoples, and by their 
discovery of a deep commitment to each 
other. World Anglicanism is not going to 
solve all its problems overnight. And thank 
God for that, because our cultural realities 
are simply too different for that. At least we 
are honest in our assessment of this reality. 
But what was genuinely discovered at the 
Lambeth Conference was a very deep 
communion binding us together, and 
making it impossible to walk away from 
each other. This was a transformative (and 
in many ways, suprising) discovery. Not 
many people expected to experience the 
levels of deep commitment to each other 
that were evident by the end of the 
Conference. 
 
Perhaps the memory I treasure most was 
drafting the Conference’s Solidarity Motion 
on the heinous situation in Zimbabwe with 
the saintly and courageous Bishop 
Sebastian Bakare of Harare, and 
Archbishop Sentamu of York towards the 
end of the fortnight. Here were men who 
had really lived the Gospel in the face of 
tyrannical regimes. As my fingers hovered 
over my laptop, as they had done for so 
many hours over the preceding days, I had 
a sense that here “the rubber hits the road.” 
The technical “house-keeping” discussions 
were surely important – I did my own 
research in ecclesiology, so I’m the last 
person to want to gloss over those 
important issues in our common life – but in 
writing the Zimbabwe motion, we were 
actually touching the blood, sweat and tears 
of the world for which Christ died. The 
Church more truly becomes the Church 
when she speaks up for, and stands in total 
solidarity with those who are oppressed and 
afraid. 
 

What I discovered at Lambeth 2008 was 
that the overwhelmingly vast majority of 
the world’s Anglican Bishops wanted to 
do that together . Despite differences, 
they simply could not walk away from 
each other. As two bishops from parts of 
the world in which the Church regularly 
experiences persecution said, “There are 
some issues which are too strong for the 
Church to be divided.” Only a united Body 
of Christ will really be able to show the 
world that it need not live paralysed by 
injustice, fear, selfishness, violence and 
greed.  
 
My thanks go to Father Bob and my other 
colleagues for allowing me the time off to 
help out at this Conference. It was quite an 
introduction to the Anglican Communion for 
someone who had only been a priest for 
three weeks! 
 
Father Jamie  
 

 
RABBETTS SIGHT CARE 

For comprehensive eye 
examinations 

 
Children and pre-school 

children welcome 
Wide range of spectacles 

suitable for all ages  
 

Contact Lenses 
 

31 Fratton Road 
Portsmouth 
023 9282 715 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
 
(Answers on page 15) 
 
 

 
The Bible version used in our crossword is the 
NIV. 
 
Across  
1 Unexpectedly sudden (6) 
4 Location of St Basil's 12 across (6) 
8 ..which _____ throughout the earth (Zech 
4.10) 
9 Grazing described by Psalm 37 as safe (7) 
10 Sea to which the land of Judah stretched in  
Deuteronomy ch. 34 (7) 
11 Japanese rice dish (5) 
12 Church containing the bishop's throne (9) 
16 Body part preserved as worthy of veneration 
(5) 
18 OT book and prophet (7) 
20 Most like those who will inherit the earth, 
according to  
the sermon on the mount (7) 
21 His servants dicovered a well of fresh water  
in Genesis ch. 26 (5) 
22 I will ______ them in their homes (Hos 
11.11) (6) 
23 Way out (6)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Down  
1 Flaming missiles in Psalm 7 (6) 
2 Sounds the church bells (5) 
3 I will _______ pests from devouring your 
crops 
(Mal 3.11) (7) 
5 Fertile spot in a desert (5) 
6 Plans fail for lack of it, says Proverbs ch. 15 
(7) 
7 Type of beetle (6) 
9 Whitsun (9) 
12 Brief formal prayer that varies with the day 
(7) 
13 Delivering a lesson at a service (7) 
14 Food fragments eaten by dogs in Mark ch. 7 
(6) 
15 Gathered under the hen's wings in Luke ch. 
13 (6) 
17 Angler's basket (5) 
19 ..or an _____ that teaches lies (Hab 2.18) (5) 
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As Revd Sue has gone away on a well-
earned holiday, I’m doing the news round-
up for Saint Wilfrid’s this month. The 
summer has been busy for the Swishers 
Holiday Club, with unprecedented numbers 
of children coming to Saint Wilfrid’s to enjoy 
a varied series of activities. Lots of the 
Ministry Team went into Swishers to spend 
time with the children and talk about the 
Christian Faith and FOOD!! So – we had 
the feeding of the five thousand, the 
wedding at Cana, the miraculous catch of 
fish and breakfast after the Resurrection, to 
name but four. Real thanks are due to Joy 
and her team for their commitment to the 
children of our parish and area. Two of our 
other (slightly older!) young people deserve 
special congratulations: Becky Pope did 
brilliantly in her A Levels and is going to 
University here in Portsmouth to study 
Geography. Chloe Game gained equally 
excellent GCSE results, and now is about to 
start at Havant College.  
 
Walking up and down George Street quite a 
lot recently, I’ve noticed that many of the 
children have been exploring the Church 
garden areas. And as well they might, as 
Saint Wilfrid’s/Swishers achieved a Merit 
Award in the South and South East in 
Bloom 2008. I wish I could say the same 
about my own front garden, which (despite 

athletic weeding before the summer) is 
currently attempting a convincing imitation 
of the Amazon Rainforest! There have been 
a lot of events on at Saint Wilfrid’s over the 
past month: a coffee morning on the day of 
the historic churches bike ride; a concert 
given by “The Entertainers” for the Mothers’ 
Union which raised nearly £100 (half of 
which has gone to the Centenary Fund); the 
September Charity Lunch was in aid of the 
wonderful work and Gospel witness of the 
Leprosy Mission, and October’s forthcoming 
lunch supports Age Concern. On Friday 26th  
September there was a Coffee Morning in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer Support, at which 
the children from Swishers sang some 
specially-prepared songs! 
 
Maureen Silk made it into The News, 
because during August she received a 
special Chairman’s Award from the NHS for 
her role in chairing the Primary Care Trust’s 
former Patient and Public Involvement 
Forum. The Chairman of the Trust, Richard 
Hibbert CBE, said “The award was created 
to honour a person or team who, although 
not employed by the NHS, truly typified our 
values. Maureen has contributed a great 
amount over a significant period. She has 
been a good friend, a critical friend, and has 
always put the people of Portsmouth first.” 
We’re really proud of her, and send her 
many congratulations.   
 
The big issue on all our minds is the 
Centenary Year which we have already 
been celebrating with gusto. Look out for a 
separate leaflet about the approaching 
weekend of celebrations. We have a Barn 
Dance on Friday 10th, a Coffee Morning, 
Ploughman’s Lunch and a Concert with 
Victory Brass on Saturday 11th, and then 
the festivities come to a climax on 12th 
October with the Patronal Festival Mass at 
which we shall welcome our Bishop to 
celebrate and preach. For the last 100 
years, Saint Wilfrid’s has been a sign of 
God’s love for and commitment to all who 
live in our part of Portsmouth. The presence 
of so many children at Swishers over the 
summer constantly reminded me of the 
need to ensure that this presence continues 
to be as challenging, transformative and 
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comforting as it has been over the last one 
hundred years. We need to be preparing for 
the next hundred, discerning the Lord’s will 
for us as his people, grounded in worship, 
welcome and witness. Happy Saint 
Wilfrid’s-tide!  
 
Father Jamie 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
I am writing this on a beautiful day in late 
September. I hope you will read it on a 
beautiful day in October, but who knows? 
What I do know is that when you do read it,  
a lot of exciting things that are about to take 
place at Saint Faith’s will have happened. 
We will have had the Harvest Workshop 
Morning on September 27th with its focus on 
the care of God’s creation and concern for 
social justice. We will have discovered what 
flavour of soup is going to be served at the 
lunch afterwards! We will have come 
together for our Harvest Thanksgiving on 
the Sunday of that same weekend, and 
delivered our harvest gifts for the Haslar 
Visitors Group who provide support for 
refugees and asylum seekers.  Unless you 
are very quick off the mark in reading your 
copy the day it comes out, we will have 
laughed at Revd Frances’ jokes at the 
Parish Harvest Supper, and seen what the 
ministry team have dared to offer as 
‘entertainment’…..(Oh, help, I must go and 

practice!).  So I needn’t and mustn’t say any 
more about any of that right now. 
 
So what can I write about? Well, there is 
great anticipation that the opening of the 
new Landport Community Centre is going to 
happen really soon. The Centre has been 
handed over to the Association, and the 
manager, Jo has moved out from Saint 
Faith’s office and into the new building. The 
centre has been given an Awards for All 
grant, for the purchase of the furniture it 
needs, and when that is in place, then 
bookings can go ahead, and the official 
opening can take place. It is wonderful to 
have the building finished, and the shared 
courtyard all paved and complete. The 
ministry team have begun to make welcome 
visits to the families that have already 
moved in to the flats above, Saint Faith’s 
House. 
 
Saint Faith’s Day is always an important 
day in the year’s calendar for Saint Faith’s, 
when we celebrate our Patronal Festival, 
and give thanks for the life and mission of 
the church. Our Archdeacon Trevor is going 
to celebrate and preach at the service 
which is on Sunday October 5th at 6.30 
p.m., and during the service Revd Frances 
is going to receive a renewal of her licence 
to minister. Rather than serve across the 
three parishes of Saint George’s, All Saints’ 
and Saint Mary’s, Frances is going to 
concentrate on this parish. We continue to 
give thanks for her ministry among us, and 
wish her every blessing. 
 
The day before that, October 4th, is the 
occasion of our annual Autumn Fair, and 
preparations are well on their way for that.  I 
hope to be able to report on its great 
success in the next issue. Watch this 
space…..! 
                                                                                    
Mother Charlotte 
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D PLUMBLEY  

QUALITY PAINTER & DECORATOR 

44 PAIGNTON AVENUE 
COPNOR, PORTSMOUTH 

PO3 6LL 
023 92 618009 
07812773498 

·  INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PAINTING 
·  CASEMENT WINDOWS 

·  QUALITY PRODUCTS USED 
·  BOX SASH WINDOWS 

·  RELIABLE, FRIENDLY, CLEAN 
·  FREE ESTIMATES 
·  OLD & NEW WORK 

·  ALL AREAS COVERED 
 

 

 
 

The Fair Trade stall with Irene 
James and Father Jamie 

Cyclists taking part in the Ride and Stride event in 
aid of the Historic Churches Trust on 13th September 
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Why you are like a pumpkin 
 
Being a Christian is like being a pumpkin. 
God lifts you up, takes you in, and washes 
all the dirt off you. He opens you up, 
touches you deep inside and scoops out all 
the yucky stuff - including the seeds of 
doubt, hate, greed, etc. Then he carves you 
a new smiling face and puts his light inside 
you to shine for the world to see.  
 

As usual, Shirley is hard at work – this time it’s the 
Barbecue on 7th September! 
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Wider wedding welcome for 
couples as the Church of England 

names the day 
 

Thousands of couples dreaming of a church 
wedding will find more churches to choose 
from as of 1st October 2008 - the day when 
the new Church of England Marriage 
Measure comes into effect. 
 
It means that the Church of England's 
network of 16,000 churches - ancient or 
modern, intimate or grand, simple or 
spectacular - can offer a wider wedding 
welcome than at any time in the Church's 
history. 
 
The Marriage Measure completed its 
parliamentary process this summer. Up until 
now, the law established the right for a 
couple to marry in the parish church where 
one or both of them live, whether they are 
baptised or not, and whether they are 
churchgoers are not. To marry in any other 
parish required a special licence or six 
months of regular attendance followed by 
entry on the local church electoral roll. 
 
But the new laws, initiated by the Church of 
England and now approved by Parliament, 
have added to this right of residency, 
making it just as easy for couples to marry 
in a church where they have a family or 
other special connection, even if they don't 
live there. 
 
The General Synod decided that the 
existing laws were too restrictive in a mobile 
society and took the initiative to change 
them last July. Synod wanted churches all 
over England to be free to celebrate more 
weddings and support more marriages. 
 
The changes will mean an engaged couple 
are welcome to be married in church in a 
parish if just one of these applies: 
 
one of them was baptised or prepared for 
confirmation in the parish; 
one of them has ever lived in the parish for 
six months or more; 
one of them has at any time regularly 

attended public worship in the parish for six 
months or more; 
one of their parents has lived in the parish 
for six months or more in their child's 
lifetime; 
one of their parents has regularly attended 
public worship there for six months or more 
in their child's lifetime; 
their parents or grandparents were married 
in the parish. 
 
 

Crossword answers 

 
 

Prayer of the Month 
 

O God, whose disturbing presence 
will not leave us be  

but breaks through the forms and 
patterns that we fashion for our own 

protection; 
May your Spirit so liberate our hearts 

that we abandon the security of 
familiar ways and surrender 

ourselves in trust to your 
unpredictable purposes,  

through him who gave himself 
entirely to your will, even Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 
 

Anonymous 
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 CONTACT DETAILS 

Canon Bob White   
The Vicarage, Fratton Road, 
Portsmouth PO1 5PA 
023 9282 2687 
vicar@portseaparish.co.uk 
Mother Charlotte Hetherington 
No. 10, Saint Mary’s Parish Flat 
1 Bill Sargent Crescent 
Portsmouth PO1 4JP 
023 9282 6892 
assocvicar@portseaparish.co.uk  
Father Jamie Hawkey 
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 92 293020  
Father Terry Carter   
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 92 293020  
Rev. Frances Gates  
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 92 293020  
Rev. Sue Whitelock 
C/o Parish Admin. Office 
St. Faith’s Church 
Crasswell Street 
07810 002388  
asstcurate@portseaparish.co.uk 
Parish Deacons: 
Rev. Ken Appleford 
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  
Rev. Emma D’Aeth 
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  
Licensed Reader and Pastoral 
Support Worker 
Jenny Stemp  
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  
jenny@portseaparishes.org.uk  
 
 

Parish Wardens  
Irene James   
106 Lidiard Gardens, Eastney  
PO4 9LF 
023 9273 0979 
Shirley Rudder 
34 Ernest Road, Portsmouth PO1 5RB 
023 9261 3617 
 
Director of Music 
Robert Poyser 
Music@portseaparish.co.uk 
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 92293020 
 
Cluster Admin. Officer 
Jan Bennett 
Inner City Portsea Parishes Office 
All Saints Centre, All Saints Church 
Commercial Road, PO1 4BT 
023 9229 3020 
 admin@portseaparishes.org.uk 
 
Parish Office  
Rejenna Graham 
023 92 822990 
office@portseaparish.co.uk 
 
Saint Faith’s Office 
023 9282 7322 
 
Parish Clerks  
Janet Gillard, Sandra Harris and Ken 
Noy  (Saint Mary's Only) 
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer 
023 9229 3020  or 023 9281 4444 
(The Parish Office is open on 
Wednesdays from 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. for 
the signing of papers and the booking 
of Weddings and Baptisms.) 

 

 
CHURCH SERVICES 
 
Saint Mary's 
Sunday 
8.00 a.m.     Holy Communion 

(BCP) 
10.00 a.m.   Family Eucharist & 

Sunday School 
Holy Communion during the week 
Monday   7 p.m. 
Tuesday  11.30 a.m. 
Wednesday 12 noon 
Saturday  9.30 a.m. 
 
Saint Faith's  
Sunday 
9.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist and 

Sunday Club 
Holy Communion during the week 
Tuesday  9.30 a.m. 
Wednesday   9.30 a.m. 
Friday  7 p.m. 
 
Saint Wilfrid's 
Sunday      
9.30 a.m.   Sung Eucharist &  
  Sunday School 
Holy Communion during the week 
Tuesday  4 p.m. 
Thursday  9.30 a.m. 
 
For details of Sunday afternoon and 
evening services in all three 
churches, please see the weekly 
pewsheet 
 
 
 

 


