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DEADLINE
There will be no magazine in January.

The February issue of the magazine will be
available on Sunday January 25" 2009.
The deadline will be Sunday January 11™.

Articles are always welcome, but publication is
at the discretion of the Editor.

Monday Dec 1st

10.30 a.m.

Mass at Hale Court

7.30 p.m.

Mass and Meditation at Saint Mary's
Tuesday Dec 2nd

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint. Mary’s

1.30 p.m.

TLC meets - Christmas Card Workshop
—Revd Frances

7.30 p.m.

Standing Committee meeting at Saint Mary's
Wednesday Dec 3rd

3rd - 6th Saint Wilfrid’s Christmas Tree
Festival

Noon

Mass and Charity Lunch at Saint Mary’s
2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s

7 p.m.

Parish Mother Union meets at Saint Wilfrid's
7 p.m. Choral Compline at Saint Mary’s
Thursday Dec 4th

Noon  Charity Lunch at Saint Wilfird’s
Saturday Dec 6th

10.30 a.m.

Coffee Morning at Saint Wilfrid's
Sunday Dec 7th

3 p.m. “The News” Carol Service and
Christingle

4 p.m. Saint Faith’s Nativity Service
5p.m. Panto Rehearsal

Monday Dec 8th

7.30 p.m.

30/50 Group meets at the Parish Flat
Tuesday Dec 9th

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’'s

Magazine Editor
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Wednesday Dec 10th

2.30 p.m.

Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s

6 p.m.

City Girls School Carols at Saint Mary’s
Thursday Dec 11th

7.30 p.m.

Royal Marine Concert at Saint Mary’s
Friday Dec 12th

7.00 p.m.

Portsmouth Music Service Concert at Saint
Mary’'s

7.30 p.m.

Parish Nurture Group meets

Saturday Dec 13th

10 a.m. PCU Concert at Saint Mary’s
Sunday Dec 14th

9.30 a.m.

Saint Faith’s Church Parade Service

2.30 p.m. & 5.30 p.m.

Barrells Funeral Directors Service at Saint
Mary’s

Monday Dec 15th

10.30 a.m.

Mass at Brunel Court

7.30 p.m.

Informal Mass & Prayers—Audrey Johnson
Tuesday Dec 16th

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’'s

1.30 p.m.

TLC Christmas Gathering!

1.30 p.m.

Manor Infant School Service at Saint Mary’'s
6 p.m. Parish Carol singing round the area
Wednesday Dec 17 ™

10.30 a.m.

Arundel Court Schools Carols at Saint Mary’s
2 p.m. Carol Singing at Brunel Court
2.30 p.m.

Fellowship Party

7 p.m.

Choral Meditation on Advent at Saint Mary’s
Friday Dec 19 ™

Noon




Churches Homeless Action Carols at Saint
Mary’s

1.30 p.m.

Newbridge Junior School Carols at Saint Mary’s
Saturday Dec 20th

Saint Mary’s Church Preparation and Lunch
Sunday Dec 21 *

3.15 p.m.

Mass at Nicholson Gardens

6.30 p.m.

Parish Nine Lessons and Carols at Saint Mary’s
Monday Dec 22nd

10.30 a.m.

Mass at Hale Court

Tuesday Dec 23 ™

10.30 a.m.

Bible Study at Saint Mary’s

Wednesday Dec 24 ™

5 p.m. Nativity Service at Saint Mary’s

6 p.m. Christingle at Saint Wilfrid's,

11.30 p.m.

Midnight Mass at all 3 Churches

Thursday Dec 25 ™

9 a.m.

BCP Communion at Saint Mary’s

10 a.m.

Mass and Carols at Saint Faith’s and Saint
Mary’s

Friday Dec 26 "

10 a.m. Mass at Saint Mary’s

Saturday Dec 27 ™

9.30 a.m.

Mass at Saint Mary's

2 p.m. Syrian Orthodox Church Service
Sunday Dec 28 "

10 a.m. Parish Mass at Saint Mary’s

The manger where he lay,
New-born upon the hay,

The bench at which he toiled,
The hands his labour soiled,
The simple words he said,
The multitudes he fed,

The grave by which he sighed,
The cross on which he died,
His resurrection face

Bright with celestial grace —
All the long way he trod,

Still speaks the love of God.

Reginald Glanville
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Once more the Christmas rush is upon us
... the Choir sang their first lot of carols on
20™ November as part of the Cascades
switching on of the lights. There is the
sense of an approaching wave that will just
sweep us all along — and we get caught up
in the activity and the pressure to be ‘ready’
for Christmas. | am sure the adverts will be
depicting the perfect home, with the perfect
tree, with the perfect table groaning with
food and the floor covered in perfectly
wrapped presents and everyone sitting
laughing and smiling at each other. The
pressure to ‘conform’ is great and we can
easily find ourselves feeling that we have
‘failed’” because our Christmas is not quite
like that.

| suppose the real question is does anyone
actually have a Christmas that is like that
‘ideal’ image? How many homes will
conform to that presentation? Talking with
people it becomes obvious that we all
celebrate in different ways and have
different traditions and styles — and while
there will be elements of the ‘perfect’ home
in them, they are each individual and
special to those who celebrate them. We
need to have the confidence to know that
we do not need every last ingredient from
the catalogue or glossy magazine to
celebrate Christmas.

So what do we need? We may have come
close to the answer at Saint Mary’s during
the ‘Exploring the space within ...” week.
The Space inside the Church was
transformed into a series of areas to
explore our relationship with Christ and our
life of prayer. The areas engaged all the

senses and there was a real sense of ‘wow’
as you entered the building. Many who
visited have commented on the atmosphere
and the opportunity it gave to be still with
God. There was a sense of discovering His
presence in our lives and being touched by
it. The trouble is, we so rarely create that
‘space within’, we don't find a place to be
still; we don’'t pause and reflect enough.
When we do, we are amazed at what we
find ... and that is the message of
Christmas.

This year enjoy your celebrations in
whichever way you are comfortable and
relax, but also make sure that vital
ingredient is not missing. Find the best way
for you to pause, take a step back and
discover the ‘wow’ of what it means that
God is present with us — Emmanuel. For it
is then that you will truly celebrate the
Christmas season.

With best wishes for Christmas,
Father Bob

FUNDRAISING

During the past year nearly £100 was
raised for church funds at Saint Mary’s
by collecting foil and aluminium cans.
Please continue to bring these items in
to church so that we can raise even
more money.

We are also going to be collecting the
plastic tops from milk bottles — these
can be any colour, and please wash
them before you bring them in. Any
money raised will go to the Tower
project.

Finally, Ken Nash will be happy to
receive any used stamps — we should
all be getting more at this time of year
— and he is raising funds for Saint
Mary’'s Fabric Trust.




Last month we ended by saying the Hall,
Toilets and Kitchen were nearly completed.
We are delighted that the task is now
finished. The real challenge is to ensure
that we keep them looking tidy and clear of
rubbish. They have been transformed and
many have commented on how much
brighter and spacious the Vestry Hall feels.
Our thanks to Coleborne’s for the work they
have done — and for all who patiently lived
through the disruption, meeting in various
other parts of the Church.

We also were looking forward to the
Autumn Fair — which was on November 1%
Once again a hard working team under
Janet Gillard’s watchful eye and leadership
sifted and sorted out the various donations
that came in and an army of volunteers
helped on the day. The weather was not in
our favour — nor was the fact that it was
difficult to attract passing people with the
scaffolding at the west end. Nevertheless,
some £2600 was raised for Church Funds —
our thanks to all who helped.

After the Fair we moved into a season of
‘remembrance’ with special services for
those bereaved in the past year, the All
Souls requiem for which the Choir sang the
Fauré Requiem, and our observance of
Remembrance Sunday. All who attended

these services found them to be helpful and
prayerful — and our thanks to all those who
arranged them or supported them in any
way.

The 16" November also witnessed a
concert by the young musicians of the
Music Foundation. It is no mean feat for
young people at the early stages of their
musical lessons to perform in front of an
audience of over 50 in the Church. But all of
them performed well and reminded us of
the value and importance of the work of the
Foundation and Choir in inspiring and
encouraging our young people.

Lastly, the week of ‘Exploring the space
within ...” has been a real highlight of the
year. The transformation of the Church was
spectacular — and many who visited
commented on how inspirational and helpful
it was. The chance to creatively use the
beautiful space we have was explored by
the team who created it to the full, and you
can see the Labyrinth and some of the
displays on pages 5 and 6. There was also
a lot of work put in during the week to
maintain the atmosphere and to welcome




and support visitors. (Some 100 candles
had to be lit — and tended to and relit- every
time the building was opened — a major task
in itself). Our thanks to Mother Charlotte
and the team she worked with for all they
gave to us during that week. We hope it
won’t be the last time we undertake such a
venture.

So we look forward to the Christmas
celebrations and to welcoming a stream of
visitors ...if you can help us at any of the
services or events, then please let one of
the Ministry team know ...your presence
and smiles would be welcomed!




Saint Mary’s Tower

IS being restored by
Saint Blaise workers

We have all heard about the efforts to raise
enough money to complete the work on
Saint Mary’s Tower; we have all seen the
tower gradually disappear under the
scaffolding and netting; we have had to
cope with the inconvenience of getting in
and out of the churchyard with one of the
entrances blocked off — but are we really
aware of what is involved in the work taking
place for the next 40 weeks on the tower?
Do we ever think about the people who are
working hard — in all weathers - to restore
the tower on our church?

At the end of October | was able to see a
little of what goes on behind the scenes,
and to meet the men — and women! — who
are working on the tower. David Collier, the
Project Manager, met me and it was very
interesting to hear all about his experiences
working not just on Saint Mary’s Church,
but also on rather more famous buildings

such as Wells Cathedral, Chichester
Cathedral, Salisbury Cathedral, the Tower
of London and the British Museum! Another
recent project for Saint Blaise was to create
a memorial for the Royal Marines at
Lympstone in Devon.

There are normally 7 or 8 people working
on the Tower. Most either go home at night
or stay in digs in the city, but Barney and
Tango live on-site, and they are getting
used to being disturbed at night by local
youths trying to climb up the scaffolding!
They have a fridge and microwave so they
can make themselves snacks, but are glad
to make use of the many cafés along
Fratton Road. Those working at Saint
Mary's come from all over the country, and
one of the women, Anna, an apprentice
mason, even comes from Canada!

Saint Mary’s Tower is about 165 feet high,
and 150 cubic feet of stone, weighing 12
tons, will be used to repair the stonework
that has been damaged by over a hundred
years of pollution and the salt in the sea air.
The stone being used is Doulting stone,
which was used by the original builders of
Saint Mary’s Church. (Wells Cathedral is
also built of Doulting stone.) David showed
me how they measure and make tracings of
the stones that need to be replaced. The
stones are cut elsewhere and are then
brought to Portsmouth, to be put in place on
the tower. A special lime mortar is used.
Although there are some modern tools in
use, David pointed out that much of the
work is done in the same way as in the past
by medieval stone masons. Another link
with the past is the use of the “Mason’s
Mark” which many masons put on stones as
they restore a building. In medieval times
the same thing happened. The stained
glass windows have also been carefully
removed and eventually will be replaced
and new lead will be fitted.

Work is dependent on the weather, and if it
is too cold or too windy, work sometimes
has to stop. So when you are feeling fed up
with the cold this winter, spare a thought for
the masons who have to cope with much
lower temperatures up the tower! As David




told me, many masons treat their work as a
labour of love, which gives them a sense of
pride and fulfilment. The work is hard, and
they have to cope with bad weather and
often they have to work at great heights!
The project is going well at the moment,
and they hope to finish by the summer of
2009.

Heather Rogers

Post-script

Why is the company called Saint Blaise?
According to the website of Saint Blaise:

“He is the Patron Saint of Wild Animals,
Sore Throats, Wool Carders, Wax
Chandlers, Beer Festivals, “Ooompah
Bands”, Dubrovnik, Stonemasons and,
possibly, even Plasterers...

Legend and history have it that Saint Blaise
was born to a wealthy family in Armenia
and practised as a physician before
becoming Bishop of Sebastea. During the
persecutions of Licinius in AD 316, he was
captured by hunters scouring for wild
animals to feed the amphitheatres of Rome
in the wilderness he had taken refuge in.
They were amazed to see him preaching

serenely to the most attentive of savage
beasts but nevertheless carried him off to
Agricolaeus, the governor of Cappadocia.
Whilst in prison he miraculously cured a boy
choking to death on a fish bone. He was
subsequently brutally tortured, flayed alive
with carding combs and beheaded.

Coins from the 7" Century bearing his
image on one side and the stonemason’s
square and compass on the other were
found in the river below the town bridge of
Pau in south west France. In medieval Paris
the Plasterers’ trade guild would invoke
Saint Blaise to intercede in disputes over
short measure.

Dubrovnik adopted him as its patron saint
and given how little damage the city
suffered during the recent war, undoubtedly
he is effective. His right arm, lying in a
bejewelled reliquary behind the altar is still
used as the standard measure of the
builder’s cubit... but, as at least 5 churches
claim to possess this one relic, one can
understand why nothing ever quite stacks
up in the Balkans...

He is not well known in this country other
than for his sterling work with sore throats.
His more builderly skills are only now being
recognised through the efforts of those who
have adopted him as their patron and
invoke him for guidance in their work.




Monumental Masons

New Memorials

Additional Inscriptions

Cleaning & Restoration

Specialists in the Restoration of War
Memorials

Work carried out throughout the South
& South-east of England

The Stone Shop 02392 639393

Bramm Accredited Company StoneShOD@live.CO.Uk

Find us at: 24, Tangier Road, Portsmouth, PO3 6JL

Our Reputation Is Carved In Stone

D PLUMBLEY

QUALITY PAINTER & DECORATOR

44 PAIGNTON AVENUE
PO3 6LL
023 92 618009
07812773498

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PAINTING
CASEMENT WINDOWS
QUALITY PRODUCTS USED
BOX SASH WINDOWS
RELIABLE, FRIENDLY, CLEAN
FREE ESTIMATES
OLD & NEW WORK
ALL AREAS COVERED
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As you read this, you will probably be
recovering from what | hope will be a
successful Christmas Market! | know that in
the days leading up to the event, many
people put in much hard work. So, as
always, a big thank you to all who baked,
sold raffle tickets, prepared refreshments,
helped set up and tidy away — the list is
endless! Details of how much we raised
will, I'm sure, be published in the notices.
I’'m sure as soon as we have all recovered
from the Christmas Market, we will be busy
with our annual Christmas Tree Festival.
This year the Festival runs between 3™ — 6"
December. In and around those dates we
also have our monthly Charity Lunch on 3™
December and a Coffee Morning on 6™
December.

The last two months of this year have
indeed been hectic and it has been good to
see so many of you enjoying some of ‘time
out’ by visiting ‘Sacred Space’ at Saint
Mary’s. It has been a wonderful opportunity
to explore the spiritual dimension of life in
the most peaceful of settings.

Our thoughts continue to be with the Game
family at this time. As | write, Joshua is in
the early stages of recovery from a lengthy
operation. We continue to pray for him and
also for Winnie Parmiter who is unwell at
this time.

SWISHERS staff and children alike
continue to be very busy. In the past week
they have seen part of the ceiling in the
upper hall fall down. They have coped
magnificently and are battling on with the
help of one or two dustcovers! This has
been inspected and hopefully the repair will
soon be sorted with as little disruption to
SWISHERS as possible.

| began with Christmas matters of a ‘social’
kind and now turn to thinking about the
season of Advent as it prepares us for
Christmas. Our Christmas celebrations in
church begin with a Christingle at 6 p.m. on
Christmas Eve; Midnight Mass will be
celebrated at 11.30 p.m.

Paul and | would like to wish you all a Holy
and fruitful Advent, a Blessed and Happy
Christmas, and a Happy New Year.

Revd Sue

PRAYER OF THE MONTH

O Saviour, we praise you that your
coming to earth was not with pomp
and ceremony but with simplicity and
guietness, that your everlasting Love
came to a stable for cattle and a bed
of straw. As we look again at the
manger of Bethlehem, grant us the
wisdom that is revealed only to the
childlike heart. Help us to read the
goodness of redeeming love in the
lowliness of Mary, in the fidelity of
Joseph, in the meekness of the
shepherds and in the song of the
angels upon the starlit hills.

Clement H Pugsley

/




| write this with the editor at the ready and
the printing presses poised for action - so |
will try to be brief! In my last letter | spoke of
November as the remembering month - and
our Requiem Mass for All Souls-tide was,
for the people of Saint Faith’s, the focus of
our remembering those who have gone
before us. The reading out of the names is
always a solemn moment, but at the same
time a joyful reminder of all the richness
those people have brought to our lives, and
many of them too to the life of the church in
this place.

There has been a lot of community activity
this past month. The Neighbourhood
Management Team, in co-operation with
the community police and the Arundel
Schools, held a Community Bonfire and
firework event in the grounds of the school,
to which children and families living very
close to the school were invited. It took a
great deal of preparation and checking
beforehand to make sure an event like that
was safely marshalled and organised, and it
was wonderful to see it all pass off so well. |
was able to witness little Charlie
Hackworthy hold her first sparkler, which
she did with great excitement and care.

The Community Centre is attracting a
steady flow of bookings, and it was good to
be able to show a group of Kurdish women
what facilities were there, as they made
plans to have a regular meeting place for
mutual friendship and support. Those plans

were discussed at a lively meeting in Saint
Faith’s, while lots of children happily busied
themselves in the children’s corner. It was
brought home to me just how much some of
these women have been up against it, when
| listened to the story of one of the mothers,
and it is good that we are able to offer them
support and encouragement and friendship
as they and their families find their feet in a
new culture and country.

The Community Centre had its official
opening on November 22", It was a very
happy day, which began with thank you
speeches and presentations, and moved on
into a grand ribbon cutting ceremony - a
task performed by Mr Ray Crawford who
played football for Portsmouth in the fifties
and who was brought up with his brothers in
Landport. They remembered being baptised
in the old Saint Faith's, and playing football
on the bombsite where the new Saint
Faith’'s now is, and of course the new
community centre too. There were
refreshments and activities throughout the
day, and all in all a very positive and
enjoyable day.

Church fundraising is an ongoing project as
ever and we were delighted to make over
£115 at our November coffee morning. Our
next big event is our Nativity and Christingle
Service on December 7™. The children will
be performing a very short play, and there
is much excitement in the air, both about
that and the Christmas tea that follows.

| wish you a blessed Advent season, with
some time for quietness and preparation
amidst all the flurry of getting ready for
Christmas. The sacred space week that we
have just held at Saint Mary’'s has been a
reminder of just how precious times of
stillness and prayerfulness are. My prayer is
that you will continue to find those times in
the weeks of Advent, and that you will have
a joyful and wonderful Christmas when it
comes!

Mother Charlotte




CONTACT DETAILS
Canon Bob White
The Vicarage, Fratton Road,
Portsmouth PO1 5PA
023 9282 2687
vicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Mother Charlotte Hetherington
No. 10, Saint Mary’s Parish Flat
1 Bill Sargent Crescent
Portsmouth PO1 4JP
023 9282 6892
assocvicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Father Jamie Hawkey
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92 293020
Father Terry Carter
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92 293020
Rev. Frances Gates
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92 293020
Rev. Sue Whitelock
Clo Parish Admin. Office
St. Faith’s Church
Crasswell Street
07810 002388
asstcurate@portseaparish.co.uk
Parish Deacons:
Rev. Ken Appleford
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Rev. Emma D’Aeth
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Licensed Reader and Pastoral
Support Worker
Jenny Stemp
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
jenny@portseaparishes.org.uk

Parish Wardens

Irene James

106 Lidiard Gardens, Eastney

PO4 9LF

023 9273 0979

Shirley Rudder

34 Ernest Road, Portsmouth PO1 5RB
023 9261 3617

Director of Music

Robert Poyser
Music@portseaparish.co.uk
Clo Cluster Admin. Officer

023 92293020

Cluster Admin. Officer

Jan Bennett

Inner City Portsea Parishes Office
All Saints Centre, All Saints Church
Commercial Road, PO1 4BT

023 9229 3020
admin@portseaparishes.org.uk

Parish Office

Rejenna Graham

023 92 822990
office@portseaparish.co.uk

Saint Faith’'s Office
023 9282 7322

Parish Clerks

Janet Gillard, Sandra Harris and Ken
Noy (Saint Mary's Only)

C/o Cluster Admin. Officer

023 9229 3020 or 023 9281 4444

(The Parish Office is open on
Wednesdays from 6 p.m. — 7 p.m. for
the signing of papers and the booking
of Weddings and Baptisms.)

CHURCH SERVICES

Saint Mary's

Sunday

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
(BCP)

10.00 a.m. Family Eucharist &

Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week

Monday 7 p.m.

Tuesday 11.30 a.m.

Wednesday 12 noon

Saturday 9.30 a.m.

Saint Faith's

Sunday

9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist and
Sunday Club

Holy Communion during the week

Tuesday 9.30 a.m.

Wednesday 9.30 a.m.

Friday 7 p.m.

Saint Wilfrid's

Sunday

9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist &

Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week
Tuesday 4 p.m.
Thursday 9.30 a.m.

For details of Sunday afternoon and
evening services in all three
churches, please see the weekly
pewsheet




