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WELCOME TO THE MAGAZINE
FOR THE PARISH OF SAINT MARY, PORTSEA,

WITH SAINT FAITH’S AND SAINT WILFRID’S

Bishop Kenneth at the service of thanksgiving for the completion
 of Saint Mary’s Tower Project on August 16th 2009
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In this issue:

News from the three churches
Saint Mary’s Tower
Sixties Evening
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Wednesday Sept 2nd
Noon
Mass and  Charity Lunch at Saint Mary’s
2.30 p.m.
Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s—By Amy
Foster ’Trading Standards’
7 p.m.
Parish Mother’s Union meets at Saint
Wilfrid’s
Saturday Sept 5th
10.30 a.m.
Saint Faith’s Coffee Morning
Sunday Sept 6th
11.30 a.m.
Baptism Service at Saint Faith’s
11.30 a.m.
Friends of Saint Mary’s meets
Noon
BBQ Lunch at Saint Mary’s
Monday Sept 7th
10.30 a.m.
Mass at Hale Court
5.15 p.m.
Finance Committee meets at Saint Mary’s
7.30 p.m.
Mass and Reflection at Saint Mary’s
Tuesday Sept 8th
10.30 a.m.
Bible Study at Saint Mary’s

1.30 p.m.
TLC  meets at Saint Mary’s
Wednesday  Sept 9th
2.30 p.m.
Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s—
Maureen Silk “Work with Vulnerable Adults”
Saturday Sept 12th
Ride and Stride Day
10 a.m.
Open Day, Nearly New Sale at Saint Mary’s
10 a.m.
Orthodox Service at Saint Faith’s
10.30 a.m.
Coffee Morning at Saint Wilfrid’s
Sunday Sept 13 th

11.30 a.m.
Fabric Trust AGM meets at Saint Mary’s
11.30 a.m.
Baptism Service at Saint Wilfrid’s
4 p.m.
Healing Service at Saint Faith’s
4 p.m.
Music Foundation Concert with choir at
Saint Mary’s
Monday Sept 14th
7.30 p.m.
Young People’s Study Group meets
Tuesday Sept 15th
10.30 a.m.
Bible Study at Saint Mary’s
Wednesday Sept 16th
2.30 p.m.
Fellowship meets at Saint Mary’s - Jean
Brooks “Cruise to San Francisco”
7.30 p.m.
KAIROS Steering Group meets at Saint
Mary’s
Thursday Sept 17 th

Noon
Charity Lunch at Saint Wilfrid’s
7.30 p.m.
Royal Marine Concert at Saint Mary’s
Sunday Sept 20th
11.30 a.m.
Fundraising Committee meeting at Saint
Mary’s
11.45 a.m.
3 Saints meets at Saint Mary’s
3.15 p.m.
Mass at Nicholson Gardens
4 p.m.
Baptism Service at Saint Mary’s

DEADLINE
The October issue will be available on

Sunday September 27th, and the deadline
will be Sunday September 13th.

Articles are always welcome, but publication
is at the discretion of the Editor.

Magazine Editor
Heather Rogers
10 Wainwright Close
Drayton
Portsmouth
PO6 2HU  023 92610104
heather.rogers4@ntlworld.com
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Monday Sept 21st
10.30 a.m.
Mass at Brunel Court
7.30 p.m.
Informal Mass & Prayers at the Parish Flat
Tuesday Sept 22nd
10.30 a.m.
Bible Study at Saint Mary’s
1.30 p.m.
TLC meets at Saint Mary’s
7.30 p.m.
Parish Standing Committee meets at Saint
Mary’s
Wednesday Sept 23rd
2.30 p.m.
Fellowship at Saint Mary’s ‘Playing
Keyboards’ - Mike Charman
7.30 p.m.
Dolling Lecture at All Saints
Thursday Sept 24th
7.30 p.m.
Journeys Prayer Group meets at Saint
Faith’s
Friday Sept 25th
10.30 a.m.
Macmillan Coffee Morning at Saint Wilfrid’s
Saturday Sept 26th
10 a.m.
Community Gospel Choir at Saint Mary’s
Harvest Workshops at Saint Faith’s
Noon
Litany & Lunch at Saint Faith’s
3.30 p.m.
Syrian Orthodox Service at Saint Mary’s
Sunday Sept 27th
Harvest Festival
Special Services at all 3 Churches
6.30 p.m.
Harvest Supper at Saint Mary’s
Monday Sept 28th
7.30 p.m.
Social Justice Group meets at Saint Faith’s
Tuesday Sept 29th
10.30 a.m.
Bible Study at Saint Mary’s
Wednesday Sept 30th
2.30 p.m.
Fellowship at Saint Mary’s -The Two Bills,
Old Photo

As the Summer transforms into the Autumn
– at least according to the calendar, if not
according to the weather! – so Love is in
the air ….  Before you should worry too
much about this or wonder too much about
it, I should explain that this year Love will be
the theme of our Harvest celebrations.
(Harvest weekend is September 26th/27th).

The theme arises from the visit of the relics
of Saint Thérèse of Lisieux to Saint John’s
Cathedral on September 16th – a significant
and important event for our ecumenical
partners in the City Centre and one we are
invited and encouraged to share in. In
preparation for this there has been some
significant publicity about the life of Saint
Thérèse and we have been discussing her
with the clergy at Saint John’s and amongst
ourselves. The heart of Saint Thérèse’s
message was the call to every person to
live a life marked by love for God – serving
Him in even the simplest and ‘smallest’
things of love. Saint Thérèse reflected on
how she discovered her calling – her
vocation – was to ‘love’ in the heart of the
Church. This seems an important thing for
us all to reflect on and explore – in what
ways are we called to ‘love’?

So this year as we think about the ‘Harvest’
– the gathering of the many gifts God has
given to us out of the generosity of His love
for us – we need to think about our
response. How do we respond in love to
that generosity and overwhelming
outpouring of the love of Christ? What ways
in our lives – even in the simplest things –
are we called to make an offering to Jesus?
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There will be a number of ways to reflect on
this and to make a response – and details
will be available at each Church in early
September.  It may be that you wish to
review your financial giving and stewardship
and consider it as a gift of love. It may be
that you wish to think about your own life
and how you serve God in it day by day as
an act of love. It may be that you wish to
share in a morning of thinking and
discussing on September 26th at Saint
Faith’s led by Canon Nick Fennemore from
the Hospital Chaplaincy team. It may be
that you wish to give gifts of Harvest –
which this year we will share with the
Roberts Centre and the families in our city it
supports – as an offering of love in action.

Whatever you do, I hope that on September
27th you will join us at the morning services
and make your offering of love to Christ and
then again in the evening for a different kind
of offering from the ministry team at the
Harvest Supper – which we hope you will
accept in love!

Father Bob

Chris Reeves

It will seem strange not to see the familiar
figure of Chris at a number of Parish events
and activities – following his death in early
August.  Chris has been a part of so many
areas of Parish life in all 3 Churches over
so many years that no tribute will be
sufficient to catch it all. His quizzes and
knowledge of so many things …. his
waistcoat at the door of social events …  his
quiet presence at midweek services … his
support of Stella and her work as verger at
Saint Mary’s … his cleaning of the votive
candle stand week in and week out … his
contribution to the study groups … his work
as sacristan at Saint Wilf’s ….

The list could go on, and there is much to
give thanks for and celebrate. We
remember him with fondness and
thanksgiving – and we remember Betty and
all who grieve his death with love.

It is a long time since the last magazine and
in September we do tend to find ourselves
looking forward to the weeks ahead –
welcoming Brian Moles as Director of Music
– the start of the new ‘season’ of Royal
Marine concerts – the restart of many of our
regular groups and activities – and this year
the preparations for the launch of the Organ
restoration project. But there is a danger
that we overlook so much of what has
happened since the last article – so here is
a brief recap!

The last couple of weeks of June saw Saint
Mary’s filled with the sound of bagpipes and
drums at an excellent concert given by the
Saint Andrew’s Pipe & Drums Band – an
amazing sound enjoyed by all who were
there.

This was followed by the ‘60’s Night’ when
the sound was of music from the swinging
era – accompanied by dancing and chat
and a light buffet. Over 130 people filled the
nave and once again ‘On the Rocks’ – the
live band – won many admiring comments.
Thanks to Graham and Helen Evans for
arranging and co-ordinating what has
become another highlight of the social
calendar.

The variety of activity and adaptability of the
space was stressed again as the very next
day some 300 people from across the UK
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gathered for worship and a celebration of
the 5th anniversary of the Syrian Orthodox
Parish associated with us. An event of
colour, mystery and a very strong sense of
community and worship. Stella was even
awarded a ‘trophy’ as a sign of the thanks
of the Orthodox Community for all her
support. We add our thanks to her for all
she does on our behalf to extend welcome
and hospitality to the great variety of visitors
to the Church.

Another 400 or so people – mainly under 12
years old – gathered for our celebration for
those ‘moving on’ from the various schools
we work with in the Parish. A celebration
that is highly valued by the schools and has
significance for all who are there.

We have not yet managed to move the
skittles night to the Church … so the
tension ran high as 50 people gathered at

the Broad Oak Social Club. The competition
was, as always, close and although Father
Bob was the leading member of the ministry
team – even he had to admit that he was
beaten by the champion of the night –
Martin Wallace. Congratulations to him!
There was further sporting action the
following day as the children from the
various Sunday groups and activities had
an outing to Portchester Castle – an event
combined with the Parish Picnic.  A double-
decker bus transported a wide range of
ages to the event – and despite the strong
wind – which helped Eugene and Sarah in
attempting to master the art of kite flying –
everyone enjoyed the space, the castle and
church and the rounders matches.

The highlight of August was the
celebrations to mark the completion of the
Tower Project  … more of that another time!

Local schools celebration at Saint Mary’s

Saint Andrew’s Pipe & Drums
Band
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After months of silence, the bells
of Saint Mary’s rang out again
recently following the completion
of the work on Saint Mary’s Tower.

On Sunday 16th August there was a service
at Saint Mary’s to give thanks for the
completion of the Tower Project. Bishop
Kenneth presided at the Patronal Eucharist
and the service was attended by the Deputy
Lord Mayor and by representatives of the
organisations who had helped to fund and
manage the project, as well as many
individual members of the Parish and the
wider community who had donated money.

At the beginning of the service, Father Bob
paid tribute to Simon Dyson, Caroline
Mercer and Julian Vallis of HMDW
Architects, Richard McGrath of Managers in
Property, the managers and craftsmen of
Saint Blaise and Margaret Thomas, Mary
Swaffield, Stella Jamieson and Jan Bennett
of the Parish Project Team.

He also thanked all those individuals and
organisations who had supported the
Project financially, especially English
Heritage, Veoilia Environmental Trust,
Portsmouth City Council, First Wessex,
Garfield Weston, The Mercers Company
and Alan Evans Memorial Fund.

Donations were also received from
numerous members of the public who read
about the project in The News.

Earlier in the day about 100 people took the
opportunity to climb the 207 steps to the top
of the tower to enjoy the breathtaking views
of the city, and there was also a concert
given by the City Band.
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The cost of restoring the tower, which is
167 feet high, was £700,000. While the
work was being carried out, the tower was
encased in one of the largest suspended
scaffolds in the world. The work included
replacing windows and metalwork,
repainting the clock faces and doing vital
conservation to the stonework.

After all the Fundraising Committee’s
hard work to raise money for the tower,
now the next project being considered is
Saint Mary’s Organ – more about that in
a future issue of the magazine!

Did Father Bob do all the re-painting
of the clock faces?!

���������	
��
���������		������������	
�������

Mason inspecting integrity of the
stonework
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   Monumental Masons
·  New Memorials
·  Additional Inscriptions
·  Cleaning & Restoration
·  Specialists in the Restoration of War
Memorials
·    Work carried out throughout the South
& South-east of England

   The Stone Shop 02392 639393
                 Bramm Accredited Company       stoneshop@live.co.uk

         Find us at: 24, Tangier Road, Portsmouth, PO3 6JL

Our Reputation Is Carved In Stone

Let us help you to make your business
environment

a safer place for your employees and
customers.

Tel: 023 9236 8145
For a free quote

or visit our web site
gempat.co.uk

City and Guilds qualified. Full Public
Liability Insurance

Criminal Records Bureau checked.

200 Club Lottery
Lottery winners in June

1st £10 Fred Moore (St.W)
2nd £8 Denis Rook (St.M)
3rd £7 Denis Rook (St.M)
4th £5 Janet Gillard (St.M)
5th £4 Jean Jones (St.M)
6th £3 Swishers (St.W)

Lottery winners in July
1st £10 Swishers (St.W)
2nd £7 Sheila Lake (St.M)
3rd £5 Jean Godfrey (St.M)
4th £4 Irene Storey (St.M)
5th £3 Winnie Parmiter (St.W)
6th £2.50 Hester Saffrey (St.M)
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I write this, having just learned of the sad
news of the death of Chris Reeves.  Chris
was much loved at Saint Wilf’s and indeed,
across the parish.  Chris was always busy
in the life of the parish, having served as
Deputy Warden and sacristan at Saint Wilf’s
and helping out at Saint Mary’s.  I am sure
we will all miss his quiet presence, his
friendship and his extensive wardrobe of
waistcoats! Our love and prayers go to
Betty and the family at this time.

At the beginning of July some long awaited
news arrived from English Heritage.  The
Secretary of State has decided not to list
the building.  Father Bob will inform PHA of
this to see if they are still interested in
putting forward proposals for the
redevelopment of the building. In the
meantime, we continue to wait and to pray
about the way forward.

The MU concert held in July was enjoyed
by all and raised £112.50 which will be
shared between the MU and church funds;
a table top/jumble sale was also successful!
Planning for future fundraising events is
afoot, beginning with the Ride & Stride on
Saturday 12th September. The church will
be open between 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. to
welcome visitors; we will also be having a
coffee morning and Table Top sale. If you

are able to help in Church on the day
please see Chris, Dot or Joy. Our Charity
Lunch will be on 17th September and is in
aid of the Leprosy Mission and on 25th

September SWISHERS are taking part in
the Macmillan “World’s Biggest Coffee
Morning” – why not pop along for a cuppa?!

Looking further ahead, we will also be
having a stall at the Saint Faith’s Autumn
Bazaar and would welcome donations for
that stall; if you are willing to help in
providing jams, marmalades or plants
please let Chris know.  I know it’s really  far
too early to talk about ‘Christmas’ but  there
will be an open meeting to discuss plans for
our Christmas Fayre on Sunday 13th

September after the Mass.

The parish is beginning to plan for our
Harvest celebrations on the 26th/27th

September, details of the Harvest
Workshops will follow in the notices. Father
Jamie will be joining with us for our Harvest
Thanksgiving us this year.  I understand
that our very talented young people at
SWISHERS have got something planned to
share with us as part of our worship!  This
year’s Harvest gifts will be going to The
Roberts Centre.  This time of the year can
also be a time of fear and trembling for the
ministry team, as we begin to prepare for
our Harvest Supper offering!!  The usual
secrecy is in place and I can’t say much
more on the matter, you understand?!!

Revd Sue
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I usually get ready to write the Saint Faith’s
news entry in the magazine by jotting down
a list of the events that have taken place at
Saint Faith’s, or of what happenings Saint
Faith’s people have been part of in the
wider life of the parish. As I assembled my
list for the past couple of months, it
occurred to me that one of the tests of the
success of our building project, completed
as it has been for some time now, is to look
at how well the church building is
supporting and resourcing ministry and
mission - how well is it helping us to be
church in the community, in the wider parish
and beyond?

 All of that of course begins with the worship
space and with the offering of the Eucharist,
our sharing of the bread of life. It has been
an entirely unexpected but helpful outcome
of the swine ’flu ‘pandemic measures’ about
how we receive communion that we have
been encouraged in recent weeks to focus
on that sharing and what it means for us.
So too have the series of Sunday Gospel
readings in August from John 6, resulting in
sermon after sermon on the Bread of Life!

Beyond the Eucharist, however, is all that
we are sent out to be and to do, and as I
jotted down examples of that being and
doing, I realised the building is indeed
supporting and resourcing that mission in
quite varied and numerous ways. On a

monthly basis we have parish gatherings
like The Journeys Prayer Group, and the
Litany and Lunch. The Social Justice Group
has been using Saint Faith’s for its
discussions and for worship.  The
Spirituality Group also asked to use Saint
Faith’s again for their annual midweek
coffee morning on the 19th August, and we
are looking forward to a series of 4 Monday
evening sessions running up to the second
week of Advent which will offer the
opportunity to discover more about the
Advent message of the prophets Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Hosea and Micah in the context
of a reflective Compline with music.

Looking beyond the parish, Irene James
chaired a meeting of the cluster parishes on
the use of church buildings at Saint Faith’s
on August 24th, and a month before that a
meeting of the Deanery Chapter was held
at Saint Faith’s, when clergy from across
the Deanery learnt more about how the city
council and the hospital trust have been
planning for some sort of ‘flu epidemic for
several years, and how the churches can
play their part to play in offering a network
of support and in protecting the vulnerable.

Saint Faith’s engagement with the wider
community has been greatly enhanced by
the very close contact we have with the
Community Centre next door. The summer
play scheme for 8-13 year olds has been a
great success.  Janette and Hannah Sked
and Caroline Bullivant have been part of the
regular team supporting Jo Kerr and all has
been made possible by a funding grant from
the Heart of Portsmouth Community
Improvement Panel. In the first week
everyone there came across to the church
to be part of a Godly Play telling of Noah’s
Ark, and to think about what that story tells
us about caring for God’s world today. A
huge ark collage, animal masks, dove
mobiles and a rainbow have all since been
created by the children among the many
other activities they have been involved in,
and the team going over there from Saint
Faith’s on Wednesdays have really enjoyed
the contact with so many of our local
children.
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Another summer event that engages the
local community at the other end of the age
range is the annual tea party in the
Barnabas room followed by a service of
Songs of Praise. Saint Faith’s really lends
itself to such an event, with its ease of
access and the excellent kitchen and toilet
facilities, and the garden.  After a very
sumptuous tea, everyone moved through to
the church for the service, and all the work
of putting it together seemed thoroughly
worthwhile.

My conclusion to all this is to say that, yes,
the church building is working well to

support ministry and mission and we can be
pleased and encouraged by that. The real
treasures of the church of course are the
people. We were saddened to hear of the
death of Chris Reeves in August - a good
friend of all the parish and remembered
particularly at Saint Faith’s for his noble
support of all our coffee mornings, and
through Betty, his mother, who worshipped
here for so many years before moving up
north. Our thoughts and prayers are for her
and all her family.

Mother Charlotte

The Swinging Sixties
On a warm summer evening at the end of June Saint Mary’s was once again transformed in to a
60s club. Keep your eyes at lower pillar level, add some cigarette smoke and a few people the
worse for drink, and you could have been in the Cavern! Not that I’m speaking from experience, as
I would have been at home watching Blue Peter and making things from Fairy Liquid Bottles!

“On The Rocks”, several guys ad a gal, as Jimmy Saville would say, played two lively sets.
Passers by who hadn’t noticed the posters would have been surprised to hear songs by the
Beatles, the Tremeloes, Cilla Black and so on coming from the church.

There was a tasty buffet: sausage rolls, cheese and pineapple on sticks, and not a sun-dried
tomato in sight! The candles on each table burned down and glowed as darkness fell and the
dance floor filled.

On a more serious note, the event showed how flexible the space at Saint Mary’s can be, and how,
provided we show sensitivity, it can be used in all sorts of ways.

It was good to see everyone having fun and thanks must go to Helen and Graham Evans and
everyone involved. A groovy night!

Marie Lambert

On the Rocks
playing at the
Sixties Evening



�����������	�
�������
�

 CONTACT DETAILS
Canon Bob White
The Vicarage, Fratton Road,
Portsmouth PO1 5PA
023 9282 2687
vicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Mother Charlotte Hetherington
No. 10, Saint Mary’s Parish Flat
1 Bill Sargent Crescent
Portsmouth PO1 4JP
023 9282 6892
assocvicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Father Jamie Hawkey
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92 293020
Father Terry Carter
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92 293020
Rev. Frances Gates
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92 293020
Rev. Sue Whitelock
C/o Parish Admin. Office
St. Faith’s Church
Crasswell Street
07810 002388
asstcurate@portseaparish.co.uk
Parish Deacons:
Rev. Ken Appleford
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Rev. Emma D’Aeth
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Licensed Reader and Pastoral
Support Worker
Jenny Stemp
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
jenny@portseaparishes.org.uk

Parish Wardens
Eugene Organ
6 Simon Way
Thornhill Park, Southampton
023 80 572677

Shirley Rudder
34 Ernest Road, Portsmouth PO1 5RB
023 9261 3617

Director of Music
Brian Moles
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92 293020

Cluster Admin. Officer
Jan Bennett
Inner City Portsea Parishes Office
All Saints Centre, All Saints Church
Commercial Road, PO1 4BT
023 9229 3020
 admin@portseaparishes.org.uk

Parish Office
Rejenna Graham
023 92 822990
office@portseaparish.co.uk

Saint Faith’s Office
023 9282 7322

Parish Clerks
Janet Gillard, Sandra Harris and Ken
Noy  (Saint Mary's Only)
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020  or 023 9281 4444
(The Parish Office is open on
Wednesdays from 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. for
the signing of papers and the booking
of Weddings and Baptisms.)

CHURCH SERVICES

Saint Mary's
Sunday
8.00 a.m.    Holy Communion

(BCP)
10.00 a.m.  Family Eucharist &

Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week
Monday 7 p.m.
Tuesday 11.30 a.m.
Wednesday 12 noon
Saturday 9.30 a.m.

Saint Faith's
Sunday
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist and

Sunday Club
Holy Communion during the week
Tuesday 9.30 a.m.
Wednesday  9.30 a.m.
Friday 7 p.m.

Saint Wilfrid's
Sunday
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist &
Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week
Tuesday 4 p.m.
Thursday 9.30 a.m.

For details of Sunday afternoon and
evening services in all three
churches, please see the weekly
pewsheet


