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Smiling workers at the Barbecue
on September 6th
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At the end of September on a Sunday
afternoon we celebrated a baptism at Saint
Mary’s – there is nothing unusual about
this, you may be thinking, so why is Father
Bob mentioning it? What made this service
different was that it was ‘signed’ for the hard
of hearing by Revd Robert Sanday. As a
result of our working with him to support this
family, we are hoping that Robert will be
with us on the 3rd Sunday of every month to
sign the Sunday service, please do let
anyone know who you think this will help.

I have always been very impressed with
one of our local infant schools which works
closely with those children who have a
hearing impairment, for the children will
often sign a song together at Harvest or
Christmas. Likewise at General Synod, I am
fascinated by those who sign the
proceedings for the representatives of the
Deaf Church. The use of sign language is
something which reminds us that
communication is not just verbal – we can
communicate in so many ways with each
other and those around us.

Sometimes this communication is obvious
and we are aware of it, but sometimes this
communication may be un-recognised by
ourselves and we may not understand the
messages we are giving to others. This is
something the buildings phase of KAIROS
had helped us to focus on – how do our
buildings communicate with those who visit
them or walk past them? What do they say
about how we understand our faith, and
what we consider to be important?  Do they
encourage people in? Do they say ‘keep

out’? Do they say ‘ we need your money’?
or do they say ‘ people are very important to
us’? What does your Church say to the
visitor?

But it is not just our buildings, it is also us
and the way we act and the way we live.
Sometimes we can give very clear
messages. We can say welcome with our
lips, but our scowl at a child making a noise,
or a pulled face at another member of the
Church can say the entire opposite. We can
say ‘we love God and love our neighbour’,
and then by walking away from someone,
or turning our back on them we show we
don’t.

These signs can be so subtle that we may
not see them for what they are – but the
visitor will pick them up quickly, for they do
not know us and our funny ways. So this
month think about your life and attitude and
ask what ‘sign’ it is giving about your faith
and your love of God?

Father Bob
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Saturday October 3rd
10 a.m. Saint Faith’s Autumn Fair
Sunday October 4th
11.30 a.m. Parish Wardens and Deputy

Wardens meet
11.45 a.m. 3 Saints meets for Workshop

and Lunch
Monday October 5th
10.30 a.m. Mass at Hale Court
7.30 p.m. Mass and Meditation at Saint

Mary’s
Tuesday October 6th
10.30 a.m. Bible Study at Saint Mary’s
1.30 p.m. TLC meets at Saint Mary’s -
”We believe in the ... Church?”
7.30 p.m. Patronal Mass at Saint Faith’s

Preacher: Father Adam
Dickens
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Wednesday October 7th
Noon Mass and Charity Lunch at

Saint Mary’s
2.30 p.m. Fellowship meets at Saint

Mary’s—’Board Game’
7.30 p.m. Parish Mother’s Union meets

at Saint Wilfrid’s
7.30 p.m. KAIROS Young People,

Families and Children Group
meets at the Parish Flat

Thursday October 8th
7.30 p.m. Royal Marines Concert at

Saint Mary’s
Saturday October 10th
10 a.m. British Orthodox Service at

Saint Faith’s
10.30 a.m. Coffee Morning at Saint

Wilfrid’s
Sunday October 11th

6.30 p.m. Patronal Mass at Saint
Wilfrid’s
Preacher: Revd Wendy
Kennedy, Diocesan Secretary

Monday October 12th
7.30 p.m. Young Peoples Study Group

meets in Parish Flat
Tuesday October 13th
10.30 a.m. Bible Study at Saint Mary’s
11.30 a.m. Healing Service at Saint

Mary’s
Wednesday October 14th
2.30 p.m. Fellowship meets at Saint

Mary’s—’Musical Quiz’
Thursday October 15th
Noon Charity Lunch at Saint

Wilfrid’s
Friday October 16th

7.30 p.m. DCC meets at Saint Faith’s
Saturday October 17th
Parish Retreat at East Cowes
10 a.m. Community Gospel Choir at

Saint Mary’s
Sunday October 18th
9.30 a.m. Parade Service at Saint

Faith’s
3.15 p.m. Mass at Nicholson Gardens
5 p.m. Panto Auditions at Saint

Mary’s
Monday October 19th

10.30 a.m. Mass at Brunel Court
7.30 p.m. Informal Mass & Prayer at

Edna Atkins’

Tuesday October 20th
10.30 a.m. Bible Study at Saint Mary’s
1.30 p.m. TLC meets at Saint Mary’s—

”The Body of Christ”
7.30 p.m. Saint Wilfrid’s DCC meets
Wednesday October 21st

2.30 p.m. Fellowship at Saint Mary’s—
”Care Nursing Home” by
Andrew Lewis

7.30 p.m. Saint Mary’s DCC meets
Thursday October 22nd

7.30 p.m. Journeys Prayer Group meets
at Saint Faith’s

Friday October 23rd

7.30 p.m. Parish Barn Dance at Saint
Mary’s

Sunday October 25th
4 p.m. Baptism Service at Saint

Mary’s
Monday October 26th
Riding Lights Christian Arts Group at Saint
Mary’s
Tuesday October 27th
10.30 a.m. Bible Study at St Mary’s
7.30 p.m. Communication Group meets

at Saint Mary’s
Wednesday October 28th
Parish Youth Trip
2.30 p.m. Fellowship meets at Saint

Mary’s—’Bring & Buy’
Saturday October 31st
10 a.m. Saint Mary’s Autumn Fair

200 Club Lottery
Lottery Winners for August

1st Joy Tagg (St.W) £10
2nd Jean Moore (St.W) £7
3rd Peter Dolbear (St.W) £5
4th Beryl Bates (St.F) £4
5th Dulcie Bellord (St.F) £3
6th Audrey Johnson (St.M) £1.50
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Last month’s magazine left you with the
forthcoming celebration for the completion
of the works on the Tower. The afternoon
and evening were a fitting end to the project
with many visitors enjoying the climb up the
Tower, the refreshments in the Church, the
City Band concert and the Mass of
Thanksgiving celebrated by Bishop
Kenneth. It was a great opportunity to thank
our major Funders who were represented
there – Veoilia Environmental Trust, English
Heritage and the City Council and countless
(and very generous) individuals. It was also
a chance to thank the stonemasons and
contractors – St Blaise – and our own
‘team’ of architects and advisors – Simon
Dyson, Julian Vallis and Richard Magrath,
supported by Mary Swaffield, Margaret
Thomas, Stella Jamieson and Jan Bennett.
Some people have asked if the fundraising
is complete – the answer will not be fully
known until all the accounts are settled and
grants are gathered in, but it looks as if we
are close to the target, but we could still do
with some final donations, and fundraising
will continue for a while. In one sense it
never finishes as we have further projects
to move onto -  more of that another time!

After the celebrations, we began to return to
the normal ‘rhythm’ of Saint Mary’s year –
charity lunches, weddings, baptisms and
the start again of the Royal Marines
Concert season.  Alongside these ‘routine
things’ we have welcomed Brian Moles as
the Director of Music and he launched
straight in after one week to the Annual
Meeting of the Music Foundation and the
concert. It was a good meeting of the
Trustees, who continue to be committed to
supporting music lessons and opportunities
for our young people, At the concert
Wendy-Elizabeth Leggatt presented her
annual award. This year it was given to
Gemma and Christina Thorne. Over the last
year their attendance has been 100% at
every rehearsal, service and wedding and
their enthusiasm and commitment has been
noticed by the clergy and others. Well done
to both of them!

Other annual meetings have also taken
place – the Friends of Saint Mary’s –
concerned with the support of our work with
children and young people, the giving of a
gospel to everyone who is married or
baptised, and the display boards –
especially the photo boards in the Church.
This year saw yet more new members and
a significant sum of money raised through
‘subs’ (only £5 a year) which will support all
of these activities.  The following week saw
the AGM of the Fabric Trust – the charitable
body which supports our building projects –
and again we are grateful to those who join
the Trust to enable us to carry out the
works.

In the midst of all of this there was the
Parish Bar B Q. Our thanks once again to
Stan, Vida, Shirley, Eve and Sonya for this
event – and it is always good after the
summer to see everyone sitting and
chatting over a burger or hot dog. This year
about 100 people enjoyed the day –
although we had only sold 70 tickets before
hand! But the catering team managed to
ensure there was plenty for all – even some
’seconds’ at the end!
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at Saint Mary’s

Riley Stone
Sian Hill

Lewis Hill

at Saint Faith’s

Mya Chandler
Danny Chandler

Phoenix Compton
Grace Boyle
Dolly George

Elsie Rose Avis-Smith

at Saint Wilfrid’s

Noah Raymond Thomas Hayward
Owen George Winkley

Sophie Jane Waller
Brooke Udy

Tillyann Gray
Tegan Matthews

��������
at Saint Mary’s

Sarah Thurley and Matthew Westall
Louise Hewgill and John Woodcock

Claire Camburn and Lee Mays
Gemma Butcher and Paul Noble

Louise Skidmore and Richard Foster
Shani Dear and Dean Wain

Emma Mulholland and Samuel Leng
Lisa Watt and Michael Limburn

Elizabeth Haynes and Jeremy Davis
Samantha Chivers and Jamie Newman

Blessing

Chikezie Umeofia and Chidiogo Okafor

Anniversary

David and Jill Kent

On September 12 th there was a Nearly New Sale at Saint
Mary’s – here are some of the people who helped
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People enjoying the Barbecue on September 6th

Signing in during the Ride and Stride event on Sept ember 12th



�����������	�
��������

��������
�����������
�����������
�����������
���
������������
�������������
�������������
�������������
�

 Dear Friends

This is just a line to thank everyone for the
warm generosity expressed in the cheque
handed to me after the Farewell Eucharist
in the Cathedral on Saturday. Both farewell
services, at Newport and in Portsmouth, will
remain with us for a long time to come. I
know it must have involved a great deal of
organisation, at a time when many people
are hard-pressed. So thank you from the
bottom of my heart.

This diocese has been a wonderful place to
be these past fourteen years, and we shall
take many memories of you all with us into
retirement. The gifts were beautiful, flowers
for Sarah, and the photo album carefully put
together. Right now, we’re not sure what to
spend the rest of the money on, but the first
instalment – garden furniture – is going to
look great in our new environment.

Much love from us both and God bless you
all.

+Kenneth and Sarah

Bishop Kenneth and his successor

It was good to be able to welcome Bishop
Kenneth on August 16th – even to see him
manage to extinguish the acolyte’s candle
with the swinging thurible! -  and on
September 13th some members of the
Parish were at his farewell in the Cathedral.
He officially retires at the end of the month.

Until his successor is enthroned (some time
next year) the Diocese will be under the
care of what is known as a ‘commissary
bishop’. This will be Bishop Ian – the Bishop
of Dorking in the Guildford Diocese. So in
our prayers we should pray for Bishop Ian,
as our bishop.

The process for appointing the successor is
underway and Father Bob is one of the 6
elected members of the Crown Nominations
Commission from the Diocese. If you want
to know more about the process, then do
ask him.

The group meets with the 2 Archbishops on
October 9th and then again on November 9th

and 10th. Please remember them and the
process in your prayers over the coming
weeks – and especially on those days.

Bishop Kenneth at Saint Mary’s
on his last visit on August 16th
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A MEDITATION FOR HARVEST TIME
Kate Compston

Great Spirit,
Still brooding over the world –

We hear the cry of the earth,
We see the sorrow of land
Raped and plundered in our greed
For its varied resources.

We hear the cry of the waters,
We see the sorrow of stream and ocean
Polluted by the poisons
We release into them.

We hear the cry of the animals,
We see the sorrow of bird, fish and beast
Needlessly suffering and dying
To serve our profit or sport or vanity.

Please teach us

A proper sensitivity
Towards your feeling creation
A proper simplicity
In the way we live in our environment
A proper appreciation
Of the connectedness of all things
A proper respect
For the shalom of the universe.

We turn from our arrogant ways to seek you again, Lord of all life. Redeem us –
and redeem your world and heal its wounds and dry its tears. May our response to
you bear fruit in a fresh sense of responsibility towards everything you have
created.
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Monumental Masons
·  New Memorials

·  Additional Inscriptions
·  Cleaning & Restoration

·  Specialists in the Restoration of War
Memorials

·    Work carried out throughout the South
& South-east of England

   The Stone Shop 02392 639393
                 Bramm Accredited Company       stoneshop@live.co.uk

         Find us at: 24, Tangier Road, Portsmouth, PO3 6JL

Our Reputation Is Carved In Stone

DEADLINE
The November issue will be available on

Sunday October 25th, and the deadline will
be Sunday October 11th.

Articles are always welcome, but publication
is at the discretion of the Editor.

Let us help you to make your business
environment

a safer place for your employees and
customers.

Tel: 023 9236 8145
For a free quote

or visit our web site
gempat.co.uk

City and Guilds qualified. Full Public
Liability Insurance

Criminal Records Bureau checked.
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Autumn is in the air, and autumn brings in
its wake a flurry of ‘happenings’ at Saint
Faith’s.

We began September with a coffee morning
in aid of the Sightsavers charity which
works with partners to eliminate avoidable
blindness and promote equality of
opportunity for disabled people in the
developing world. The ministry team were
all at a study day on ministry for mission at
Saint Peter and Saint Paul’s, Wymering, so
I can’t comment directly on how everything
went, except to say that a number of people
have commented on how enjoyable an
atmosphere there was, and over £120 was
raised. A big thank you goes to all who
worked so hard to make the morning such a
success.

The Ride and Stride morning on the 12th

September also brought in a number of
visitors, who may have been surprised by
wafts of incense from the British Orthodox
Service taking place at the same time.
Thank you both to those who were on
‘duty’, and to those who took part.

Saint Faith’s also hosted the Harvest
Workshops on September 26th which this
year focussed on the theme of Love, and

the offering of  love in all the everyday
events of our life - something Saint Thérèse
of Lisieux wrote about in her ‘Little Way‘,
and which Revd Frances also took as her
theme at the healing service a fortnight
earlier. Canon Nick Fennemore from the
hospital chaplaincy led the workshops
which took place in the context of an
extended Eucharist. The morning coincided
with one of our term dates for the Litany
and Lunch, and true to form, we ended with
a simple soup lunch. These workshops take
a different ‘shape’ each year and are
always a fruitful time for those who attend
them. Bearing fruit was also the theme of
the talk at our Harvest Thanksgiving
Eucharist as we thought about how we are
called to reflect the love of Christ in the lives
we lead. It took all of my artistic efforts to
create a fruit tree as my visual aid, but it
served its purpose! All our Harvest gifts this
year are to go the Roberts Centre to help
the families supported there.  We look
forward to welcoming Arundel Court School
to Saint Faith’s for their Harvest assemblies
on October 9th, and their gifts too will be
taken down the road to the same place,
where I am assured they will be very gladly
received.

Hard on the heels of Harvest (can Harvest
have a heel? Ah well, never mind! ) we
have our Autumn Fayre on October 3rd, for
which preparations are well under way as I
write. That promises to be the usual
stupendous effort, and we are hoping that
we can bring in enough funds to keep us on
budget for the year.  October 6th is of
course Saint Faith’s Day - an opportunity to
give thanks for our patron, and to give
thanks, too, for the life of the church
dedicated to her name, and all the many
blessings that we share. I hope that
everyone will make every effort to be at the
Eucharist at 7.30 that evening, and to
welcome back Father Adam, who will be the
preacher.

Many congratulations to Hannah Sked for
her good examination results, and for her
appointment as assistant to the manager at
Landport Community Centre during her
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‘gap’ year. It is good to know that the
bookings for the community centre are
exceeding all expectations, and that it is
really fulfilling its purpose as a local centre
for learning opportunities, for enjoyment
and for fostering community.

 Mother Charlotte

Why is it that I always seem to have a
holiday approaching when there is a
magazine article to write?!!

The month of September seems to have
been a busy one from beginning to end! On
the 12th September, we welcomed many
who took part in the ‘Ride & Stride’ Day.
Ian, Paul and I set off and managed to visit
a total of 8 churches, raising just over £100
sponsorship in the process!  Whilst we took
to the street, a Coffee Morning that offered
refreshment for the weary raised £80 for the
Historic Churches Trust (half of this amount
will come back to Saint Wilfrid’s).  We also
had a Table Top Sale that raised £79.20.
Many thanks to all who supported this day!

Saint Wilf’s with SWISHERS managed to
catch the eye of the judges of the South
and South East in Bloom 2009 achieving

another merit to add to their collection!  The
Neighbourhood Watch also got in on the act
this year too!  The church and garden areas
have looked splendid this year and have
really brightened up the place.
Congratulations to all involved in what has
been a community effort. One way of
continuing to support this work in our
community is by helping SWISHERS collect
Morrisons vouchers!!  These can be
exchanged for gardening equipment -
please pass vouchers to Joy!
Congratulations also to Chris Spraggs and
Samantha Marlow on outstanding GCSE
results; both Chris and Sam are going on to
College and we wish them every success
for the future.  Chloe Game also received
excellent ‘AS’ results and now begins a
second year at Havant College.  The
celebrations continue!  Congratulations to
Arthur and Joy on the arrival of their
grandson, Owen Arthur!

September’s Charity lunch was in aid of the
work of the Leprosy Mission with October’s
forthcoming lunch being in support of the
work of the Church of England’s Children
Society. On Friday 25th September we
hosted a coffee morning in aid of Macmillan
Cancer Support. These events are times of
not just food but fellowship and friendship; if
you’ve yet to sample a lunch, why not pop
along?!!

Moving into October, we have a stall at
Saint Faith’s Autumn Fair on 3rd October
and we will be joining with the parish to
celebrate the Patronal Mass at Saint Faith’s
on Tuesday 6th October. The celebrations
continue on 11th October when we will
gather for our Patronal Mass at 6 p.m.
Please note there will be no morning
service at Saint Wilf’s on this Sunday.

Before I go and start packing suitcases I
must end with another ‘thank you’!  This
time to Father Jamie for being at Saint
Wilf’s with you for the last two weeks of
September and especially for celebrating
Harvest with you!

Revd Sue
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CONTACT DETAILS
Canon Bob White
The Vicarage, Fratton Road,
Portsmouth PO1 5PA
023 9282 2687
vicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Mother Charlotte Hetherington
No. 10, Saint Mary’s Parish Flat
1 Bill Sargent Crescent
Portsmouth PO1 4JP
023 9282 6892
assocvicar@portseaparish.co.uk
Father Jamie Hawkey
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92 293020
Father Terry Carter
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92 293020
Rev. Frances Gates
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92 293020
Rev. Sue Whitelock
C/o Parish Admin. Office
St. Faith’s Church
Crasswell Street
07810 002388
asstcurate@portseaparish.co.uk
Parish Deacons:
Rev. Ken Appleford
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Rev. Emma D’Aeth
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
Licensed Reader and Pastoral
Support Worker
Jenny Stemp
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020
jenny@portseaparishes.org.uk

Parish Wardens
Eugene Organ
6 Simon Way
Thornhill Park, Southampton
023 80 572677

Shirley Rudder
34 Ernest Road, Portsmouth PO1 5RB
023 9261 3617

Director of Music
Brian Moles
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 92 293020

Cluster Admin. Officer
Jan Bennett
Inner City Portsea Parishes Office
All Saints Centre, All Saints Church
Commercial Road, PO1 4BT
023 9229 3020
 admin@portseaparishes.org.uk

Parish Office
Rejenna Graham
023 92 822990
office@portseaparish.co.uk

Saint Faith’s Office
023 9282 7322

Parish Clerks
Janet Gillard, Sandra Harris and Ken
Noy  (Saint Mary's Only)
C/o Cluster Admin. Officer
023 9229 3020  or 023 9281 4444
(The Parish Office is open on
Wednesdays from 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. for
the signing of papers and the booking
of Weddings and Baptisms.)

CHURCH SERVICES

Saint Mary's
Sunday
8.00 a.m.    Holy Communion

(BCP)
10.00 a.m.  Family Eucharist &

Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week
Monday 7 p.m.
Tuesday 11.30 a.m.
Wednesday 12 noon
Saturday 9.30 a.m.

Saint Faith's
Sunday
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist and

Sunday Club
Holy Communion during the week
Tuesday 9.30 a.m.
Wednesday  9.30 a.m.
Friday 7 p.m.

Saint Wilfrid's
Sunday
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist &
Sunday School
Holy Communion during the week
Tuesday 4 p.m.
Thursday 9.30 a.m.

For details of Sunday afternoon and
evening services in all three
churches, please see the weekly
pewsheet


